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260 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

they are able tc mafter. They will kill dogs, and afles, even
within the inclofure of the houfes, and fail not to aflemble
wherever a dead camel or other animal is thrown, which, a&ing
in concert, they fometimes drag to a prodigious diftance ; nor
are ‘they greatly alarmed at the {ight of 2 man, or the report of
fire-arms, which I have often difcharged at them, and occafion-
ally with effe&. It is related, that upon one of them being
wounded, his companions inftantly tear him to pieces and de-
vour him ; but I have had no opportunity of afcertaining this
fact. The people of the country dig pits for them, and lying
in ambufcade, when one 1s entrapped, ftun him with clubs,
or pierce him with their fpears. 'The jackal is harmlefs, but
his uncouth cry is heard far off, and wherever there are rocks
to fhelter them, their howling community dwells undifturbed.

In the countries bordering on the empire of Fir, where wa-
ter is in greater abundance, the other animals mentioned are
very numerous, and much dreaded by travellers, particularly
on the banks of the Babr-cl-Ada. 'To thole already enume-
rated, may be added, the efcphant, the rhinoceros, the camelo-

pardalis, the hippopotamus, and the crocodile.

‘The elephant is feen, in the places he frequents, in large
herds of four or five hundred, according to report. It is even
{aid that two thoufand are {fometimes found together; but I do
not {ufpet the Arabs of extreme accuracy in counting. Thefe
people hunt him on horfcback, having fingled out a ftraggler
from the herd; or aim at him with {pcars from the trees; or make

pits
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pits into which he falls. His hide is applied to many ufeful
purpofes. The African elephant is fmaller than the Afiatic,
and probably of a different fpecies. The meat is an article of
food in great efteem with them. The fat forms a valuable
unguent, and the teeth, as 13 well known, fupply the merchants
with 1mmenfe profits. '

The buffaloe 1s not found tame in Soudan. The wild one 1s
hunted by the Arabs, and {erves them for food.” The hippopo-
tamus 1s killed for his fkin, (which being rernarkably tough,
makes excellent fhields, and whips not wholly unlike our horfe-
whips) ; and for his teeth, which are much f{uperior to ivory.
The horn of the rhinoceros, to which animal the Arabs have
applied a term fomewhat lefs appropriate than the Greek, but
ftill chara&eriftic, (Abu-kurn, father of the one horn,) makes a
valuable article of trade, and is carried to Egypt, where it 13
fold at an high price, being ufed for fabre-hilts, and various
other purpofes. The more credulous attribute to it fome efh-
cacy as an antidote againft poifon.

The antelope and the oftrich are extremely common through-
out the empire. The civet-cat i1s not {feen wild in the quarter
which I vifited, but is frequent enough farther to the South.
Many are preferved in cages in the houfes of the rich. The
women apply the odour cxtrated from them to add to their
perfonal allurements ; and what is not thus difpofed of becomcs

an article of trade.

The
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Tranfported to Egypt:

1. Slaves, male and female.

2. Camels.

3. Ivory.

4. Horns of the rhinoceros.

5. Teeth of the hippopotamus.

6. Ofirich feathers.

<. Whips of the hippopotamus’s hide.

8. Gum.

9. Pimento.
10. Tamarinds, made into round cakes.
11. Leather facks for water (ray) and dry articles (geraubd).
12. Peroquets 1n abundance, and fome monkeys and

Guinea fowl. ‘

13. Copper, white, in {mall quantity.



