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I foon after perceived the traces of fome
animal that was unknown to me; I made
my people remark 1it, who affured me it
was the print of a Rhinoceros’s foot
while they were fixing my camp, I was
following the track ; but night aproach-

ing made me lofe it, and I returned with-
out {uccefs.

Near this fecond river, which was very
large, there was a Hoord of favages, whofe
kraal confifted of nine or ten huts, con-

taining fifty or fixty people at moft.

Thefe Hottentots advifed me not to pafs
the river Bofbies-Man, that runs near this
place, perfuading me to turn towards the
left, and gain the interior part of the coun-
try; as I fhould, by that means, evadec a
large troop of Caffrees, who had alarmed

the whole canton, f{preading deftrultiomn
where ever they came.

The
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remarked that large animals, {uch as the
Elephant and Rhinoceros mafticate their
iood very little.

All engravings of the Hippopotamus are
very imperiect, the beft I know of, is (with-
out contradiction) that of Mr. Allaman,
Profefior of Phyficsat Leyden, which was
engraved frcm drawings he received from
Mr. Gordon. ~ In my deii:ription of ani-
mais I fhall have one copied that I drew
my{elf, and whieh I hepe will fatisfy the

naturalift.

I fent a Hottentot to the camp, with
orders to bring the next morning two fets
of oxen, to carry home our prize, and as it
was late, we chofe a large tree, under
which we determined to pafs the night.
It was near the river, and within fight of
the animal, which we durft not quit for
fear of 1ts being vifited by carnivorous
beafts; we were furrounded by trees, which

rendered
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gradually {maller towards one end. They
torm lefs ones for horfes, which have the
peculiar advantage over thofe of Europe
of never breaking, efpecially if fometimes
rubbed with alittle o1l.

They make the fame ufe-of the fkins of
the Rhinoceros; thefe indeed are pre-
fered by the inhabitants'of the Cape, for.
though not {o firong, they receive a finer
polifh, being almoft as tranfparent as horn;
but the Colonifts, prefering utility to
beauty, ever ufe the former. Thefe whips
are dear, as neither of the animals from
which they are made, are now to be pro-
cured in the Colonies; and, frequently,
thofe who go further in fearch of them,
are difappointed, by not meeting with
any.

The {kin of thefe animals is not fit for
any other ufe; it is much like that of the
hog, except .in thicknefs; indeed the

kippo-



