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The RI-IIXOCLROS. 

TilE Rl~inoceros, wllen full grown, rneafures 
at IcaR twelvc fcet long, from the extremity of the 

to the origin of the tail, and the circum- 

ference of his body is ncarly equal to his lengtll. 
In rnapitude, therefore, he makes a ncir approach 

to the elephant; and hc appears to 'be much. lels, 
only becaufe his legs are proportionally fl~orter than 
thofe of the elephant. But he differs flill  more 

from this animal in his natural polvers and intcl- 
ligcnce ; for Nature has bcltowed on him nothing 
that clcvates him above thc ordinary rank of quadru- 
peds. l-le is deprived of all rcnfibility in his k i n ;  
lleither has he hands to cnablc him to improve by 
the fcnfe of touclting ; and inficad of a trunk, he 

has only a moveable lip, to t~lr.hic11 all his ineans of 
dexterity or addrcls are limitcd. Ilis chief iources 
of iuperiority over other animals coilCfis in his 
firength, his magnitude, and the offenfive weapon 
of his nofc, which is cntirclp peculiar to him. Ihis 
weapon is a very hard horn, folid tllroughout its 
whole estcnt, and f tuated rnorc advantngeoufly 
than the horns of ruminating animals, which ds- 
fcnd only the fuperior parts of the head and neck. 
For this reafon, the tiger will father attack the 
elephant, whole trunk he lays hold of, than the 
rhinoceros, whom he dare not face, without run- 
ning the riflc of having his bowels torn out; for the 
body and limbs of the rhinoceros are covered with 
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a f ~ i n  iilll)cn~trablr', that 1 1 ~  fears neither the 
~ I a i ~ j  of tllc lioil or tiger, nor the fword or fllot of 
t h ~  I;u:lrcr. I iis lli11 is of' a blackilll coluur, but 
t ) : i ~ l : ~ i  a n J  1:a;dcr rl-ian that of t!lc cicphant. IIis 
i:c;d is propo;:i )n;llv longcr :ha:i I!IC cicphant's; 

[,G: !]is c ~ c s  src kill i~liailsr, and ieldom above 
1 
iltif opal .  Th2 - uppcr, \:.llich prgjeas over 
thc u i ~ d ~ r  !I;), is tllo\-cable, and, can be itretched 
uu: a k a t  CS i:lcl~es in kngth ; and it is- terminated 
bv a i)l;iilc<d appcndir, which gives this animal a 

p o w r  of coliiiiing herbage in handfuls, as the 
clci,ha:lt d o s  wit11 his trunk. lllfisad of thofc 
long ivory tul!;s: which conllituts the aricour of the 
e l ~ p h a i ~ t ,  lii;: rhinoceros has a formidable horn, 
a d  two firon: i:lci!i\.c teeth in each jaw. 

' I ? ~ o u ~ i l  the r!~inoceros \\-as fi-equently eshibited 
i:l the lbn lan  fpeaac1c.s from the days of Pompey 
to tllofc of I-Ieliogabilus; Llloug11 he has often been 
tianfporttd illto Euro;;c in more modern tiines; and 
tiiough iwnitus, Chardin, e r d  Kolben, have drawn 
figures of him both in India and Africa; yet fo ill 
V ; ~ S  he reprciented and delcribed, that he was very 
imprrfcillv known till the crrors and caprices of 
thok \ ~ h o  had publihed figures of him were dc- 
t citcd b~ infpeEtion of the animals which arri~red in 
I.o:i?on in the years 1759 and l 7  4 1, and thofe 
\i'n;cll a-err b!odght .to Exeter-'Change within the 
LiI fc\.c.!~ \ears. 
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The rhinoceros, which came to London in the 
rear 1739, was Ent from Bengal. Though not 
4 

above two years of age, tile. erpence of his food 
and journey amounted to near one thoufand pounds 

frerling. He was fed with rice, fugar, and hay. 
He had daily feven pounds of rice, mixed. with 
three pounds of fugar, and divided iuto three por- 
tions. I-Ie had likewife hay, corn, and green herbs, 
which lafi he preferred to hay. His drink was 
water, of which he took large quantities at a time. 
He was of a peaceable dif'pofition, and allowed all 
parts of his body to be touched. 

i When the rhilloceros is taken young he is eafily 
! i tamed; but if taken after he has grown to his full 
i fize, it is with difficulty he is brought to iubjeaion. 
i He iecms even to be iubjeo to. paroxyfms of fury, 
i which nothing can appeafe; for the one which 1 Ernanuel, King of Portugal, fent to the Pope, in the 
R .? year 1 5 13,' defiroyed the veffcl in which they were 
. . ... 
;tranfporting him; and the rhinoceros, which was 
$exhibited in Paris, was draw-ncil in the fame man- 
ner in his vovagc to Italy. 

5 .  
k ' I Tile ri~inoccros ncrer attacks any perlon, nor be- 

I comes furious, unlefs he *is provoked, and then his 
ferocity is tremendous. IJis f'enfe of fmelling is 

I furprifingly acute : when he fees any thing he pur- 
fues it in a right line, and tears up every thing in 

[his way; but it is one happincfs that his eyes are 
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exceeding fmall, and To fixed, that he can only ice 
ftraight forward, fo that it is eafy to avoid him by 
ilipping afide, as he is a long time in turning him- 
f'elf, and longer Ltill in getting fight again of his ob- 
jeQ. He will not, however, attack a man, unlefs 
proroked, or unlefs he is dreffed in l'carlet. In  a 

wild itate, he feeds principally on ihrubs, thiitles, 
and a plant, a which rcfen~bies the juniper, and- 
which, from his fondnefs of it, is called Rllilroccras- 
br:/ll. 

rhinoceros is io powerful, that with his horn 
he tears up the ground, rips up the elephant, to 
whom he is a mortal enemv, pulls up trees by their 
roots, and throws large flones over his head at a 
Teat  diftance. His grunt is iomething Gmilar b 

t o  that of' a hop. They are chiefly natives of Afia 
and *4kica. 

The wonderful works of the Creator are curioufly 
difplared in this iurpril;ng fIerculian quadruped: 
he is l'aid to be more compaEt in his formation, and 
fironger made than the elephant. I have feen one 
that, at the age of three years, weighed near a tun 
weight. 

The female produces but one at a time, and at  

confiderable intervals. During the lira month, the 
young rhinoceros exceeds not the fize of a sew- 
foundlznd dog. 




