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away with eafe: the wild male Buffalo will

dart at his enemy, but if he be alone he is
almoft always vanquifhed.

I have feen the Lions upon the banks of
the Tigris, and among the mountains of
Curdiftan ( f), and one efpecially, which
they affured me was of the ftrongeft fort ;
but as he did not appear to be above four
feet high, and as they faid, thofe in the
other parts of India only grew to about
the fame fize, I am perfuaded, that not-
withftanding his valour, he is not capable
of efficacioufly refifting a royal Tiger in his
tull ftate of vigour. The fpecies of Lion
which wanders in fome parts of Afiica,
and which 1s faid to attain to five feet in
height, 1s perhaps the only one that can
match the royal Tiger.

Among the animals on which he preys,
thofe that, unlefs wounded or provoked,
he does not moleft but with great precau-
tion, are the wild Buffalo, thc Elephant,

(f) The Lion is called Chir and Arflaun, in Perfian.
and
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and the Rhinoceros (g). If he is alone

he feldom attacks them, at leaft not till
famine has whetted his fury.

I was once prefent at a terrible combat
between an Elephant and a royal Tiger in
the camp of Hyder Al. This prince,
one of thofe among others to whom the
French commandant general had fent me
on political affairs, did me the honour to
invite me to this fpectacle (b): the Tiger,
not yet 1n full force, for he did not appear
to be above four feet high, was brought
and faftened to a ftake by a chain, round
which he could turn freely ; on the other
fide a ftrong Elephant, and well taught,
conducted by his cornac, entered the am-
phitheatre, which was enclofed by a triple
rank of lance-men: the aétion, when it
began, .was furious, but at laft the Ele-
phant was victorious, after he had received
two deep wounds. But it 15 not poffible to
judge of the agility, the ftrength, or the

(z) The name of the Rhinoceros is Djuinra, in
Indoftan.
(h) See Remarks, N°III.
POW’GI‘S
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Naturally gentle and circumfpeét, the
Elephant is never cruel from temper, or
from a ftupid and ferocious brutality, like
the wild Buffalo and the Rhinoceros. It is,
generally, with difhiculty, that he 1s pro-
voked to combat with, or affault, animals;
and though m other refpects obedient, he
refufes, at firft, with horror and obftinacy.
I have no doubt, but this is fometimes ti-
midity ; but it would be wrong to fuppofe
this univerfal. Thofe that have teftified o
great a diflike to kill a feeble kid, which has
been prefented to them, in order to accuf-
tom them to the thedding of blood, have,
neverthelefs, fought with addrefs and vi-
gour, when they have been decidedly pro-
voked.

An anecdote of which M. le Baron de
Laurnifton was a witnefs of, is very proper
to give an idea of the fenfible and benevo-
lent charaler of the Elephant. During the
laft war, his zeal,and certain circamftances,
conduéted him to Laknaor, the capital of the
Soubah, or viceroyalty of that name, ata
. imewhen an epidemic diftemper occafioned
the





