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SECOND JOURNEY.

At night we arrived at a place called Olive Bufth, where we
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refted. The man, to whom this place belonged, was the only ‘—~—

one, of a whole family, who efcaped from a party of the Both-
men Hottentots. Thofe favages had attacked them a few years

befote, and put to death the mother, brother, and fifter of
this perfon.

On the thirtieth, we proceeded to the northward ; and, in
the evening, came to a farm called Rhinoceros Bofch, from
its having been much frequented by thefe animals fome years
ago; though very few are now found in this part of the coun-
try. During the night we had much wind and rain; and in
the morning the thermometer had fallen to forty degrees.

Purfuing our journey, north by weft, we had the Rogge
Veld Berg on our right hand. On our way we met one of
the inhabitants of the mountain, who promifed to aflift us with
a team of frefh oxen to carry us to the fummit, which was
very difficult of afcent. In the evening, we refted by the fide
of the Rhinoceros River; but as we had no fhelter from the
inceflant hail and rain, and were unable to keep our fire light-
ed, our {ituation was extremely uncomfortable. In thiscondition
we remained during the whole of the following day.

On the fecond of Auguft, the promifed afliftance arrived in
order to conduét us up the mountain ; but it was with the ut-
moft difficulty we could reach.the fummit, the path was fo
very.fteep and rugged. At eight, in the morning, I found the

thermometer at thirty degrees; and.the top. of  the . mountain
H .



SECOND JOURNEY.

was not at home; but as we:couldinot: advance any-farther, for
want of water, we remamedsihere; durmg the-night: The only
thing we could procure atthis¥place was milk, for which we
gave. the Hottentots fomestobacco. ,Early next morning, we
travelled through a dry barren eountry-which lies between the
Rogge Veld and Hantum. At noon:we croflfed the Rhino-
ceros River, where we faw feveral large herds of Quachas;
and, in the evening, came to a very decent houfe, where we
were well received. This houfe is fituated on the very bor-
ders of the Bolhmens' Land; -and isi-frequently attacked by
that tribe of Hottentots, As we had undergone many incon-
veniences for fome time before, from-the feverity of the wea-
ther, and the want of fhelter in many places through which
we had pafled, I determined to reft here a few days, and to
vifit the Hantum and other countries-adjoining. There is a
very good houfe under, or rather: .ngar the foot of Hantum
Berg, belonging to the father of my-companion. The next
morning I therefore proceeded thither, and left my oxen to
reft, while I made fome fhort excurfigns,  In this part of the
country there are many things worthy.of obfervation. The
horfes in this diftri® are yearly attacked by a diforder, for
which it is very difficult, if notrimpaflible, toraccount. Cer-
tain it 1s,, that the utmoﬁ oave~ the ,fegdmgiof 4them thh corn,

that thofe who have oth?n y
U

herlih ‘t\

this feafon is pafled. Hbm
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SECOND JOURNEY. 63

half an hour, we gained the oppofite thore, where we wounded s 1778
an Hippopotamus. At noon I made an excurfion along the fitif"i'
mountains, which were fo naked that fcarcely a plant was to

be feen. Some of thefe mountains confift of a fpecies of
quartz, others of iron, and feveral firata of copper ore.  Along

the banks of the river I found many pebbles of hard agate.

In the evening we returned to the waggon, much fatigued.

The wind being eafterly, had driven us above a thoufand

yards down the river. I ftayed here feveral days, fearching

the whole country for plants, and fthot many beautiful birds,

with which I was before unacquainted.

On the fifteenth, whilft we were in this fituation, my com-
panion, Mr. Van Renan, very narrowly efcaped with his life.
In crofling the river, accompanied by four Hottentots, the
whole party was attacked and purfued by two Hippopotami.
They had, however, the good fortune to get upon a rock in
the middle of the river, and their guns being loaded they
killed one of thefe animals; the other fwam to the oppofite
fide. Mr. Van Renan’s intention was to go to the northward,
being informed that the Camelopardales were in that part of
the country, while I made excurfions to the eaftward through
a large plain in fearch of plants. Here I found many new
fpecies of Gramina, particularly that which the Dutch call
Bofhman's Grafs, from the ufe made of it by that people, who
eat the feed of it. At different feafons of the year a fpecies
of locufts come down to this plain in fuch numbers as to
defiroy moft of the plants, The Bofhmen efteem thefe in-
fe@s excellent food. The locufts are dried and kept for ule
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when they have no other provifion. This part of the country
abounds with poifonous reptiles. 'The quadrupeds which are
found, are Elephants, Rhinocerofes, Camelopardales, Zebras,
Elks, Koedoes, Lions, Tigers, Hyenas, and Jackals,

Mr. Van Renan returned the nineteenth. He had fhot a
Cameloparualis, towards the evening, at a great diftance from
the water, to which they immediately dire€ted their courfe,
intending to fend a Hottentot next day to fkin the animal,
On their return, to their great furprize, a Lion {prung up
about fifty yards from the place where the Camelopardalis
lay ; and, on their arrival, they found he had disfigured it fo
much, that nothing could be preferved except part of the fkin
of the neck, with the horns, and part of the hind quarters.
After feeing this, I refolved to crofs the river with fome of the
Hottentots, and procure the fkeleton which they left in the
fields. But by this time the river began to fwell, and the
Hottentots refufed to accompany me, as they would be in
danger of being detained for [everal months on the oppofite
fide; this being the rainy feafon to the eaftward of our pre-
fent fituation, in which quarter we difcovered many thunder
clouds. The climate differs much from that of the {mall
Nimiqua Land. During our ftay here, the thermometer rofe
from ninety-five to one hundred and ten in the fhade.

The twenty-third, we fpent the whole day in fhooting at
the Hippopotami, one of which we killed. We {aw alfo the
method made ufe of by the natives to catch thefe animals;
which is as follows: they dig large holes in the ground, along
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fail to attract the attention of travellers. This lake js a plain
much above the level of the fea, and between three and four
miles in circumference. At fome feafons of the year it is
formed into an entire mafs of fine white falt, which has a very
firiking appearance, The heavy rains had diffolved the middle
part of it, a fhort time before my arrival ; but round the fides
was a hard cruft of {alt exaétly refembling ice.

The adjacent country is covered with a variety of fruitefcent
and fucculent plants, many of which were quite new, in par-
ticular fome of the Euphorbia. Here we were vifited by two
Cafires, the firft we had feen; for they very feldom venture fo
far out of their own country. At night we arrived at a place,
called by the Hottentots Kow Cha, which is much frequented
by Lions, Rhinocerofes, and Buffaloes. The fqil is of a fandy
loam, and produces excellent pafture for cattle, but no corn ;
there is, however, no proof that the land is not fitted to pro-
duce grain ; for no pains is taken, at this diftance from the
Cape, to cultivate the ground.

We proceeded, on the twenty-ninth, to the eaftward, towards
the Sondags Rivier, or Sundays River. The face of the coun-
try, at this place, has a very barren appearance ; but it produces
a variety of arboreous plants, though very few of any confider-
able height or fize, which demonftrates the poverty of the foil.
On our way we faw great numbers of wild Dogs, which travel
in herds, and are very deftru@ive when thcy get where there
are flocks of fheep, Wild Dogs are allo found very near the
Cape. They are much larger than the Jackal, with large ir-
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TRAVELS IN AFRICA.

regular blotches or fpots on their kin.  After a very difagree-
able day’s march, through a dry fltony country, we arrived
at night at the Sundays River, which is diftant from the Cape
Town about nine hundred miles. This river was the extent
of Mr. Mafon’s journey to the eaftward. There are ftill fome
of the Hippopotami found here, but they are very fhy.

The following day I vifited one of the Dutch boors, who
had refided in that part of the country for many years. This
man was poffefled of numerous herds of cattle; but had no
corn, and fcarcely a houfe to live in, though the place was
favourable for both. But the generality of thofe people are
of fo indolent a difpofition, that they feldom trouble themfelves
either to build houfes or to cultivate the ground. Thofe of
them who chufe to be induftrious, and to make the moft of
their advantages, are enabled to live in a very comfortable
manner. '

One of our companicns, Mr. Tunies, left us on the thirty-
firt, and we were joined by Jacob Kock, an old German,
whom I mentioned at Swart Kops Rivier. Mr. Van Renan
and I went on towards the Great Fith River. At noon we
overtook our waggon at a place which, in the Hottentot lan-
guage, is called Curnow. We were informed by our fervants,
that they had been difturbed in the night by fome Elephants,
which came very near the waggon.

In the afternoon we continued our journey to a plantation,
called the Sand Fleet, belonging to our fellow traveller, Jacob
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Kock. The country here is extremely beautiful and piQu-
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refque, very hilly, and the hills are thaded with impenetrable “—~—

woods ; the vallies well watered and covered with grafs, which
affords excellent pafture for cattle. Great numbers of quadru-
peds inhabit this neighbourhood, fuch as Lions, Panthers,
Elephants, Rhinocerofes, Buffaloes, Spring Bocks, &c. Ata
little diftance to the eaftward are fome Kraals belonging to the
tribe of Hottentots, called Chonacquas. Thefe people are
much darker in their complexion, and better fhaped than any
of the other tribes I had before feen. Whether this difference
arifes from their mixing with the Caffres, feveral of whom
dwell in this part of the country, or from any other caufe, I
could not alcertain. It is not very uncommon for the Caffres
- and Chonacquas to quarrel, which generally ends in an engage-
ment. In thefe encounters feveral hundreds of the Caffres
fometimes unite to oppofe their enemies, who very feldom
bring a proportionable force into the field. But the dexterity
with which the Hottentots ufe their bows and arrows, and the
pradtice of poifoning the latter, render them very dangerous
enemies to thofe who only ufe the Haffagai. The difputes
between thefe people generally originate about cattle, of which
both nations are extremely avaricious,

We direéed our courfe eaftward, to the Bothman’s River,
and at noon I vifited a Kraal belonging to a Hottentot cap-
tain, called De Royter. This man has upwards of two hun-
dred Hottentots and Caffres in his fervice, and a few hours
before our arrival, had fought againft a number of Cafires,
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79-  tacked the buffaloes; they were about an hundred in number;

«—— five of them we fhot ; the others fled into a wood, which was

about a mile to the eaftward of us. Mr. Kock had the animals
ifkinned ; their hides making fuch excellent thongs for oxen
that they are preferred to every other material for this purpole.
At night we arrived at the Fith River, where we ftayed two
days. During the night we had heavy thowers of rain, with
loud claps of thunder. Here the river afflumes a fouthern di-
re¢tion, and empties itfelf into the great Indian Ocean, at about
twenty miles diftance. The deepeft parts of the river are
inhabited by the Hippopotamus, and the adjacent woods by
Elephants, Rhinocerofes, and Buffaloes. We fhot feveral of
the buffaloes, which were much heavier than an European
bullock.

Seeing no poflibility of procceding farther with our waggon
through the impenetrable woods, we agreed that Mr. Van
Renan fhould continue with it, while Mr, Kock and I pro-
ceeded eafterly towards the Caffres, being informed that we
could reach their country in two or threedays. Moft of the ar-
boreous plants in thele parts were unknown to me, except the
Euphorbia Antiquorum, Erythrina Corallodendron, and the
Gardenia Stellata.  We took with us a Hottentot who was
perfeétly acquainted with the language of the Caffres. In
pafling through the thickets, on the banks of the Fith River,
we encountered confiderable difficulties, till we fortunately got
into an Llephant’s path, in which we continued till noon.
We then crolled the river and entered a fpacious plain, which
afforded us great variety of the moft beautiful evergreens I
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duced to believe that it is greatly fuperior to any other known
part of Africa.

The woods produce variety of arboreous plants, and fome
of a great f{ize : they are inhabited by Elephants, Buffaloes, &c.
There were alfo variety of beautiful Birds and Butterflies ; but
they were fo fhy, that I was able only to preferve two Birds of
that country.

When we returned to our waggon, on the ninth, we were
accompanied by the chief and about fix hundred of his fervants
or foldiers, who followed us till noon, when we took leave of
them. We then direted our courfe towards the Great Fifh
- River, where we ftayed all night.

The next morning we left our Hottentot, with a gun, as
he was fo much fatigued that he could not keep pace with us.
Two days afterwards he overtook us, and on his way had thot
two Rhinocerofes, and brought part of the fleth with him,
which proved good eating, being very young and tender.

On the twelfth we proceeded on our return by the route we
had before taken; and I colledted many feeds, and fruits of
evergreens, in the woods.

We arrived at the Now Tio towards the evening. Mr, Van
Renan left the waggon, accompanied by fome Hottentots, with
an intention of fhooting at a herd of Buffaloes, which they
obferved at about the diftance of a mile. Before they returned
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FOURTH JOURNEY.

belong to Colonel Gordon, Soon after I received a letter from
him, and we proceeded to the Rhinoceros’ Fountain. The
river was frequented by a variety of Water-fowl, which af-
forded us excellent fport ; among thefe we found great num-
bers of Flamingoes, of two {pecies, one much fmaller than the
other. We ftayed here two days, and made excurfions along
the fhore, where we faw flrata of the moft beautiful rocks I
ever beheld, fome of them as white as fnow, and others veined
with red and other colours; this we took for a {pecies of quartz.
Here we faw feveral huts made of the ribs of Whales, and
others of Elephants bones ; but we perceived that they had not
been inhabited for many years,

Colonel Gordon's companion, and the two Van Renans,
being informed of a herd of Elephants which were feen to the
northward, left us on the feventh, while we direéted our courfe
to the mouth of the river, where was a large lake of water
which communicated with the fea, Here we expeéted to
catch fome fith, but we found none that were larger than a
fprat. In the afternoon we fhot fome wild Ducks, and re-
turned to the waggon. In the evening our companions re-
turned, finding the Elephants were gone.

From this place we direGed our courfe north, through a
fandy country. We travelled the whole day, and at night
were informed by our guide, that we were not half way to the
firft water; and that, as it was extremely dark, he would not
venture to conduc or direé us through the fandy downs which
lay along the fhore, and extended many miles to the eaftward.
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