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LETTER IV,

Ir Johnftone had poflefled fufficient fortis
tude tohave carried into execution the de-
cifions of the council of war, I thould have
examined the Cape attentively, and could
have entered into the exalteft details, by
communicating to you my own obferva-
tions on every thing which would have
attracted my notice. But I am obliged
to rely on the teftimony of another;
and fortunately we have an officer on
board, who has made this voyage by
order of the Royal Society.

The temperature of the Cape of Good
Hope 3 fubject to many variations. In
the fummer the fun 1s almoft vertical ;
during the winter it is in the fifty-third

or
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or fifty-fourth degree. 'Thus an almoft
infupportable heat Is {ucceeded by a very
fevere cold : and to this caufe we ought
generally to afcribe thofe tempefts and
hurricanes which occafion fuch devafta-
tion on the land, and are fo deftru&ive
to thofe who happen to be at fea. ‘The
climate, however, 1s not that which
troubles the inhabitants the moft; a cruel
defpotifm poifons every blefling, and
plungés the inhabitants into a ftate of the
moft torpid ina&tion. The air is falubri-
ous, and European fruits and vegetables
grow here to perfection; but the farmer
dares not give to his land that degree of
tilage which is neceflary to reap abundant .
crops. The governor of the Cape is not
lefs abfolute than the governor of St. Jago:
he levies exorbitant taxes, and his op-
preflion 1s fanctioned by the laws, fince
he a&ts under the ftates of Holland.

At a firft view we are furprifed at fec-
ing a republican government, the princi-
ples of which tend to cquality, thus en-

flave
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flave its colonies. But our aftonithment
cenfts when we reflect that the exigericiés
of a flaté demand daily freth fupplies in
a republic as well as in monarchial ftates
snd that what the Dutch levy on thelr
colonies 13, as it were, fo much cramed
ot'ei and above their ufual {fupphes. Thé
inhabitants of the Capeare fo haraffed by
thefe exaltions, that they only iaited
for our arrival in order to declaré in our
favour. |
This country of all others is the moﬂ
fefnarkable for its animals : the elcphant
fo diftinguithed for fize and infhind&, i
mdrenom here. 'The rhinocéros, fa-
méus for a horn of two or three feet m:
length, which projects from its nofe,
and remarkable for its ftupidity and the
impenetrability of its fkin; is an mhabl-
tznt of the vaft forefts of the Capc. In
thefe immenfe retreats was firft difo-
vered the ourang-outang, an animal
which in almo{’c ev ery refpe& referiibles "
the huwrzn fpecies. It walks eredt; and’





