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I F  ~ o h n ~ o n c  had pofeffed iufficient forti- 
tude to have carried into execution the di-  
cifions of the council of war, I ihould have 
examined the Cape attentively, and coilld 
bare entered into the exaQefi details, by 
cornrnunicatino 3 to you my own obferva- 
tions on every thing nrhich would have 
attratted my notice. But I am obliged 
to rely on the teflimony of another; 
and fortunately 'we have an officer on 
board, who has made this voyage by 
order of the Royal Society. 

The temperature of the Cape of Good 
Hope 2 hbjea to many variations. In 

. the iummer the fun is allnoit vertical; 

during the winter it is in the fifty-third 



or fifty-fourth degree. Thus  a n  almoft 
iniupportable heat is fucceeded by a very 
fevere cold : and to this caufe we ought 
uenerally to afcribe those tern~ef is  and a 
hurricanes which occafion fuch devafia- 
tion on the land, and are fo defiru&ive 
to thole whq happen t o  be at fea. The 
climate, howevel*, is not that which 
tro.ubles , . the inhabitants the mofi ; a cruel 
de@otifm poifolls every blefing, 2nd 

plut~@s the inhabitants into a kate of the 

p o f i  torpid inaaioo. The air is falubri- 
ous, and Europea~l fruits and vegetables . . 

grow here to perfeltion ; but the farmer 
dares not give to his land that degree of 
tillage which is necefiiry to reap abundant . 

crops. The governor of the Cape is not 
lefs abfolute than the governor of St. Jago; 
he levies exorbitant taxes, and his op- 
preflion is fa11Aioned by the laws, fince 
he aQs under the itntcs of Holland. 

At a firfl view WC are furnrifed at ice- 
ing a republicail governmalt, the priuci- . 
ples of which tend to cpal i tv ,  thus ell- 
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flare its colonies: But our aitonifinienf 
cedk when lye reflea that tEe kxiginciis' . - 

of 2 ki te  dtmand daily frefh fupplies i11 
3 republic as well as in monarchial Bates 3 
ind that what the Dutch l e v i  on theif 

. -7 
colonies is, as it were, fo much gaified 
oiiei 2nd above their uiual fupplies. ~h'i 
3~hribitants of the Cape are fo haraffed . bjl . -. 

there esa&ions, that they on$ i~iaited 
6 * I -  in order to diclad h1 dur 
favour. 

This country of all others is the mofi ., . 

f&a;kabie for its animals : the elephant', 
fo d i h p i f h e d  for f ze and inftia~t, i's' 
indigenous here. The rhinoceros, fa- 
Acus for a horn of two or three feet iil 
h ,  13-hich projecis from its -nofe, 
a9nd rena~kable for its it%idity and the 
irnFnetnbility of its k i n ,  is an . inhabii . 

rzt of the vafi forefts of the ~ g p e .  I& 
thek irlflienfe ret~ezts  w a s  fire difio- 
~ i c r e d  the ourang-outang, an animal 
nl?ich in alrnofi eve& ref'e& refemble'~'~ 

1111+:2 fpccies. It <f:atkg et& ; &-idJ -1 b & A  
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