A N
ACCOUNT

DISEASES,

NATURAL HISTORY,
AND
MEDICINES

O F THE

EAST INDTIE S.

TRANSLATED FROM THE LATIN OF

JAMES BONTIUS,

s ———ee

Phyfician to the Dutch Setﬂemcnt at Batavh.

TO WXICHE ARKE ADDED

ANNOTATIONS

Br A PHYSICIAN,

L OND O N:
Peintsp roa T. NOTEMAN, xnear Nozroix

STREET IN THE STRAND.

M DCC LXIX.

BodTiw

2349 po



[ 182 ]

On CHAPTER XIV.

Of IKcry, aud th: Rkimoceros.

IN the 1oth paragraph, the author confeffes

that he never had feen the rhinoceros: but I
have not only {een him an hundred times in his
den, but alfo wandering through the woods. His
fkin 1s of 2 dark afh-colour like the elephanti-
num, very rough, with deep plaits on the fides
and back. Ttis fo thick a¢ to be impenetrable
by a Japan dagger. This beaft s not armed
with fhiélds (as it is commonly painted), but
thefe plaits counterfeit them : nor is one part of
the Tkin harder than any other. Its {oout refem-
bles a hog’s, but is more acute : in the extremi-
ty of which s the horn, which has procured it
the denominadon of bellua. The colour of the
hom is wenous, as black, white, or {ometimes
ath-coloured. The fize of its body is nearly the
fame with that of the elephant, only its legs are
fhorter ; and, on that account, it is not {o con-
fprenous. - It is a harmlels amimal, unlefs pro-
voked, and not carnivorous hke the tyger: but
¢ats herbs and twigs, and thefe, too, very prick-
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tv; for it has a very hard tongue, Butif it be
exafperated, it will tofs up a man and horfe like
a fly, whom it will kill with licking, while by
the roughnefs of its tongue it lays bare the bones.
The Moors eat the flefh of it; butir is very
hard, and requires the iron teeth of Plavtinus, 1
fhall give you an inftance of its feracity, A
perfon of my acquaintance told me, that one
day when he had gone out on horfeback, with wo
men in his company, they found a female rhino-
ceros rolling herfelf in the mud, with her whelp;
for this animal delights much 1 dirt, as well as
the fow and boar The bealt, upon fecing
them, arofe, and retreating flowly, pufhed the
young one before her with her {fnout; when one
of the company rafhly purfued her, and, with a
dagger, ftruck her on the back. No blood iffu-
ed forth; but a little of the {kin being cut off,
there appeared broad white ftreaks, which the
creature fuffered patiently, tll approaching. a
neighbouring wood, fhe hid her whelp among
the brakes. ‘Then turning round, and gruntung
horridly, it made towards the rider; but by
good chince the horfe, being frightened, leaped
back. 'The rhinoceros; however, fndtched tlie
horfe’s trippings with its mouth, which ‘béiag
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of (ilk it tore ; the nderin the mean time fying
at full {peed, and the rhinoceros tharply purfu-
ing. . The perfecuted horfeman now regained his
affociates, who, to evade the {hock of the-turious
animal, had pofted themfelves belund two huge
trees, which were fcarcely two feet afunder. The
impetrous rhinoceros, relinguithing its former
objed, attacked the companions who were on
foot /for thev had fet their horfes a grazing with
their legs tied).  Bur whether led by its natural
ftupicity, or impelled by fury, it fought to pufh
its way beiwlxt the trees, which it made fhake in
a terrible manner. Their extraordinary thicknefs,
however, refiited its violence, tll the men, reco-
vering from their terror, prefented their muf-
quets, and with repeated charges fhot the wild
beaft tiirough the head. Thex the Mconifh flaves
who had come to gather fuel, and been apprifed
of the event by the nder, effectually killed it

1t axes, {words, and {pears; while the compa-
rv, {tll quaking at their recent danger, inveigh-
e ageinft the temerity of the affailant. Thus
harpily they efcaped the ferocious animal, which,
fcouring the forefts in-its agony, fpreads ruin
and confternation around. But this may fuffice
of the rhinoceros. All is true which we are told
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of the docility of the elephant ; and nothing re-
mains but to remark an error of Pliny and Alian,
who have faid thar the legs of the elephant are
deftitute of joints, and inflexible. For while men

have articulations only at the knees and haunches,
the elephant has them alfo at the middle of the

legs. Moreover (as Plautus well oblerves) its
probofcis ferves inftead of a hand both in taking

its food, and conveying it to its mouth,
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