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On C H A P  T E R XIV, 

1 Y the 10th paragraph, the a u h r  confeAPs 

he never had feen the rhinoceros : but I 
hare not only f e n  him an hundred times in  his 
den, but alfo wandering through the woods. His 
&in is of a dark alh-colour like the elephanri- 

num, cery rough, wit11 deep p!aits on the fides 

and back. It is To thick a to be impenetrable 

by a Japan d q e r .  This be& is nor atmed 
with ihieIds (as it is commonly paincedj; but 

th& plain counterfeit thrm : nor is one part of 

the Ikin harder than arry other. Its b o u t  refem- 

bks a hog's, but is more acute : in the extremi- 

ty of dnch is the horn, which has procured it 

du denominajon of bellua. The  colour of the 

born is wrous, as black, white, or fornetirnes 

ah-caloured. The h e  of its body  is nearly the 

fame nith chat of the elephant, only its legs are 

horn ; and, on that account, it is not So con- 

fpiiua..- It is a harmlers animal, unlefs pro- 

voked, & not carnivorous like the yger : but 
cats he& .ad twigs, ard there, too, very prick- 
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lir ; itJr i r  l ~ ; i j  3. vcrs hard tongue, But if it be 

cr:~li)crsrd, i t  will tofs u p  a man and liorfe like 
n By, wiio:n it will kill with lickil~a, ubhile by 

tile roughncis of its tongue it l a p  bare the bones. 

Tho Moors eat the Aefh of it  ; but it is very 

hard, and requires the iron teeth of Plwtinus. I 
3 give you an infiance of its ferocity. A 
perfon of my acqu~intance told me, that one 

day when he had gone out on horseback, with ~ w o  

men in his company, they found a female rhino- 

ceros rolling herlelf in the mud, wit11 her whelp ; 
fa this animal delights much in dirt, ns well a 

the Cow and boar The  bcaR, upon I'ccjng 

them, arok, and retreating !lowly, puihed the 

young one Lxforc her with her inout ; when one 

of the company raihly purfued hrr, and, with a 

dagger, itruck her on the back. No blood iiTu- 

ed forth ; but a little of the f i i n  being cut  off, 

there appeard broad white Rreaks, which the 

treatil* iliP;cred patiently, till approaching. a 

rieighbhl6uring \food, h e  hid her whelp amon? .- 
the brdkes. 'Then turning round, and grunting 

hbrridlyy-l it made towards the rider-; but by 

g o d  ih ihce the horlc, being frightened, leaped 
back, The rhinoceros; however, hatched tlit 

hflif~ tfippvpjngs with' its mouth, which being 



of Zllk it oote ; the riderin thc m.2n time f l ~ i ~ r r  3 

ar fdtfpecd, and the rhinacrms f h q l y  purlu- 
ing. . =periecl;red hori2m3n now regained his 

akkm, 10 evade the flock of cfiehriocs 

animal, had poiid r h c d d v a  beltind wo huge 
ti-, which wcrc icarcdv rwo feet aiunder. The 

+ii, attacked the companions who were on 

fmt <for rher had iet their hods a grazing with 

&eii lcrs C tied). Bur wherh:r led bj. its natural  

i G; i ~ p c l l e d  by fun., it fought to pub 
its way bCi~ij;i ti!= :recs, which it mads hake  in 

a terrible manner. T hcir errraordinary thicknels, 

Iioacrer, refiked its violence, rill the men, reco- 

 xi^?^ f r o 3  their terror, prelenrcd their mu(- 

quets, arid with reFs~ted chsrgcs h o t  the wild 
IXL! tiiroug'n U the Sezd. T h e n  :he llcorifh f l x e s  

who had come to L garher feel, and bcen appriied 

of the event by the rider, effcCtudly killed it 

viri axes, herds, md f p m s  ; while the cornpa- 

n:-, it4 qulking at their recent danger, inveigh- 
e l  ag&t h e  temerity of the affailant. Thus  

ha,-pily they cfcaped the ferocious animal, which, 

icouriig the foreRs in . its agony, ipreads ruin 

and coniternation around. But h i s  may fuffice 

of the rhiaoceros, All is t r u e  which we 2re cold 



of the docility of the elephant ; and nothing re- 

n ~ n i n s  but  to remark an error of Pliny and E l i a n ,  

who have hid thac che legs of the elephant are 

d&itute of joints, and inflexible. For while men 

have articulations only at the knees and haunches, 
the elephant has them alfo a t  the middle of the 

legs. Moreover (as Plautus well obierves) its 

probofcis ierves inRead of a hand both in taking 
its food, and conveving it to its mouth, 




