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DESCRIPTTION

O F T H E

TWO-HORNED RHINOCEROS.

Lt

HIS animal 1s found in Africa, chiefly

about the Cape of Good Hope, and s
diftinguifhed from the common or one-horned
Rhinoceros, as well as from all other beafts,
by having two horns upon its nofe, the Jarger
of which itands foremoft towards the muzzic
or inout of the animal, the fhorter behind 1t,
and higher up towards the forechead. The
foremoft horn grows almoft to the length of
two feet, and feven or eight inches thick atthe
bottom; the hindmoft fometimes meafures {o
long as fixteen inches, and proportionably
thick. They are of a conical thape, with the
tips inclined fomewhat backwards, but thenr
fize does not always appear to be in propor-
tion to the body.” This {pecies of Rhinoce-
ros is endued with prodigious ftrength, and,

though little inferior in fize to the Elephant
and
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E .nd fomewhat refembling it in its enormous

8 unwieldy make, runs with aftonithing {wift-

kb nefs. It harbours amongift clofe thickets and
buthy copfes, from whence it comes forth in
B tic cool of the evening, to graze for the night..
& 15 food coniifts of plants and roots, with. the

tops of fhrubs, and {fmazall branches of trees.
£ The roots it 1s fuppofed to dig up with the

jmaller of 1ts horns, as this, efpecially in the
g older animals, is moft commonly obferved to be
g worn away in different parts, which is never the
) caic in the foremoit and larger one. ¥t is natural
B to fuppofe that this latter is the offenfive weapon
g of the anmmal, and 1s therefore never ufed in
g the lervile employment of digging for its food,
g at which time it is turned on one fide, out of
£ the way; for thefe horns are faid to be {o
g loofe and moveable, that when the Rhinoceros
g walks carelefsly along, onc may fee its horns
b dangle about, and hear them clath and clatter

§ :g2inft each other., The fhrubs and plants;
¢ Which alfo compofe part of its food, it clips off
Wwith its lips, not having any fore teeth for
that purpofe. Indeed it has little room for
them, as the mouth goes off {o fharp at the
fore part (fomething like that of a Tortoife)
that it is only an inch and a half broad. Be-
. d_ES, it has no occafion for any teeth there, the
‘ifﬂim which forms the lips being of that ex-
Weme hardnefs, that it can perform the office of
| teeth
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teeth very well, and that with {fo much tl
orcater cafe, as the under jaw goes within th
upper. -

The tongue is perfeftly foft, which dire@ly
contradiéts the common notion that the Rh.
noceros kills by Iicking with his tongue.

Notwithftanding the formidable bulk ap
amazing {trength of this animal, which b
been known to run up to a waggon and camy
it to'a confiderable diftance upon its fnout ay
horns, the Hottentots and the Dutch farmes
who live in the inland parts round the Caped
- Good Hope, frequently attack and overpower i,
Yor the purpoile of fhooting it they ufe bals
made of lead and tin mixt, and having foundJ
out its retirement, they approach it on the fi
oppofite to that from which the wind blow
This precaution 1s abfolutely neceflary on &
count of the very acute fmell and hearing wil
which the animal is endued. At ‘the l
noife more than ufual, 1t takes the alarm, &
ere&ting its ears, ftands clapping with them
liftening; and if the hunter be fo 1mprudent?
to get to the windward of it, even at a g
diftance, it {eldom fails direétly to follow hit:
by the {cent, and attack him with the great
fury. Being therefore pretty fecure on e
fide of the wind, the Rhinoceros has the {ag
city in gencral to chufe, by way of entrend

ment, a bufn very thick, and high-on that i
o]
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g om whence it has no fcent. If wounded it
i rufhes out from the thickets into the plain,
E when the boldeft fportfman prudently confule
i their fafety by flight. It {foon, however, turns
¥ .fide, and if there be no copfe convenient for
1S efcape, makes off ftraight forward over the
plam if they happen to have hounds out with
§-them, thefe purfue it, and form a ftrong contrafk
¥'+o the coloflal fize of the animal, which, how-
;Ejever, feems not to take the leaft notice of them.
_"? ‘With a gentle rife and fall of the neck it keeps
b on an cven fteady courfe, a kind of pacing,
¢ which neverthelefs gets over a ereat deal of
'*-L‘hground: but this pace, oen hearing a few fhots
[ fired after it, it alters to a very faft gallop, {o as
f"in an inftant to leave the hounds at a great dif-
- tance behind';  and, i all probability, any
gfportfman would imevitably be loft, who fhould
: happen to become the objedt of its purfuit, if
hc had not art enough to get out of the fight
“and fcent of it by fthiftitg and dodging occa-
fonally In this partlcular the Rhinoceros
‘1 faid to refemble the Elephant, that without
adf:laynrjg or {topping in the lealt, 1t will run to
‘the diftance of many leagues from the place
where it has been clofely hunted, or in any
‘Other v way molefted.

© The two-horned Rhinoceros {fleeps in a
different pofture from the Elephant: 1t lies

down on the ground on one fide, and withal is
faid
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faid to {leep {fo {ound, that the Hottentots and
fJutch colonifts frequently fteal upon it whil
in that fituation, and fhoot 1t; 1t differs very
much in this refpef& from the common or one-
horned Rhinoceres, which is defcribed as by no
means a fleepy animal. If 1t happens nott
die 1mmediatcly of its wounds, the Hottentot
hunters will neverthelefs follow the traces of it
tor one or more days, ull 1t drops down with
weaknefs and fatigue. In general, however,
they poifon one or two of their darts befor
they attack it, 1n which cafe they have no oc
cafion to wait fo many days as they otherwif
would before their prey falls into their hands.

Fortunately for thofe who attack the Riu-
noceros, with all its keennefs of {mell and
hearing, 1t labours under the difadvantage o
being extremely nearfighted. In effedt, i
eyes are very fmall and funk into its head,
which 1s perhaps the reafon why it fees but -
diftin&tly, and that only ftraight forward, {o &
not even to perceive a horfeman at the diftanc
of fifty or fixty vyards upon' the open plai,
unlefs dire&ed by its fcent or hearing to s
upon the obje&. Whenever therefore it hap-
pens to receive a. wound without being ablk
to difcover from what hand it proceeds, ths
circamftance feems to provoke it to a greatd
degree of fury. Not knowing where to wreak

its vengeance, it fwings the fore part of its bodj
violently
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wolcntly from one fide to the other, and fnuffs
;up with its noftrils as if endeavouring to dif-
E(:t::ni."er the enemy by 1ts fmell. | The noife
F which it makes with 1ts nofe upon fuch occa-
¥, fions is partlcularly terrible to the hories of thofe
¥ who are in chace of it; for when wounded, it
gwﬂl fnuff and blow {o hard and fo loud as to
ﬂartle them, and make them uneafy, at the dif-
£ tance of fome hundreds of yards. ¥ndeed, in-
ﬁm& {ufficiently informs the horfe of its danger,
E when the Rhinoceros is nigh, not only by the
:,llearmg but by the {mell alfo; for whenever the
B fportfmen approach its retreat, which is always
f done againtt the wind, the horfes having the ad-
§ vantage of the breeze, are enabled to difcover
Etheir tremendous enemy {o far off as forty or
Ehifty yards by the fmell: upon this they imme-
gdiately ftop, and eive cvident proofs of terror
Eby their unwillingnefs to proceed any farther.

k: Thisanimal is of a greyith or ath eolour, but,
Ewiich is very remarkable, feems to change its
ghue, and become almoft black upon being hard
ghunted.  This is owing probably to the duﬁ:
pid dried mud that fticks to its fkin (as i

s very fond of rolling and wallowing in the
pnirc), and when moiftened by fweat, becomes
fiuch darker in colour. About the groin,
powever, where the fkin is not fo thick as on

gle reft of the body, and almoft quite {fmooth,

s nearly the colour of a man’s flefh, On all
. other

-
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other parts the {urface of the fkin 1s rough ay
knotty, and not much differing from that ¢
an Elcphant, but of a clofer texture, and whey
it 1s dry extremely bard. It has not, howeve,
any. of thofe plaits and folds which. are to b
obferved in the common defcriptions and figurs
publifhed of it, and which give 1t the ap
pearance of being covered with a harnefs. Th
hhiide 1s an inch and a half thick on the back, and
fomewhat thicker on the fides, though ki
compact there. 1t is, however, by .no mean
mmpenetiable, as has been commonly fuppoled]
Leaden balls indeed will fooner be flattened aganf]
the 1kin than pierce i1t; but when they
hardened by a proper mixture of tin, the Rl
noceros may be killed by a fingle fhot. - Naj
1ts hide, as well as that -of the Elephant, is o
pable of being penetrated by javelins and dart}
A Hottentot, at the diftance of five or {ix paceg
has been known to pierce through the hide of
Rhinoceros half a foot deep into its body§
Some have alfo imagined it to poflefs no feelng
in its ikin; but, befides what is mentioned %
the common Rhinoceros, that it is capable 0
being tickled under the belly with a whilp o8
{traw, the Two-horned Rhinoceros is fond (i
was mentioned before) of wallowing n thg
mire like a hog, which would hardly be f‘j-:'-
cafe werc its hide abfolutely infenfible; and ing

deed, when the thick hide of an Elephant '§
aﬂ’e&t‘
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eﬁﬁd by the itinging of flies, we cannot {up=
i that of the Rhinoccros to be totally del-
f.:_:'-:'- wte of feeling.  Its fkin, though tough and
igofc in its texture, has, partlculmly about the
f0in, veficls, blood, and juices, adapted for the
ourlﬂlment of infeéts; and in effeét this ani-
is found to be infefted i1n that part with a
$articular  fpecies of infe; neither does the
Bhbicknefs of its hide hinder it from perfpiring.
$e.tly, the Rhinoccros here defcribed may be
#iid to be totally deftitnte of hair, though thereare
'. few [cattered dark briftly hairs, aboutan inch
fing, on the edges of the ears, with avery few be~
@iccn and round about the horns, and at the
fp of the tail. This part of the animal is
"*'*"f- an inch thick, diminithing by degrecs
gom the root to the tip, where 1t 1s flattcned at
Bic fides; and on the edges, produced by this
hitnels, are to be feen fome ftrong ftiff hairs,
) 1 inch or an inch and a half in length. Such
¥ them as {tand towards the creature’s hard

'i‘.-* rough body are vifibly worn down and
funted.

FOf the inward parts of this animal, it is
fﬁc:ent to obferve, that its fleth, when dreft,
jes a good deal like pork, but much coarfer.,
Fbrains are lefs than thofe of a middle-fized
an; like the horfe, it has no gall; 1ts entratls
0 moft refemble thofe of a horfe: {o that
S beafl, notwithftanding its being furnifthed

2, witly
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with horns, does by no means beclong tot
elals of thofe which chew the cud, but ratheg
thofe whofe fatis of afoft naturc like lard, 3
not hard hiketallow. T he {ftomach, however, dg
not bear the leafl refemblance to that of a hot
but rather to that of a man or hog; andt
contents of it, when opened, after the anin
has been lately killed, are ufually without fim:}
and perfeCtly freth and f{weet, confifting
roots and fmall branches of trees chewed, {u}
of them as big as the end of a man’s fing}
and of fucculent plants, the whole diffufig
around a very ftrong and not difagreig
aromatic odour.

¥
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T H L

HREE BROTHERS

I
| S
e

UGENE, Richard, and Caflander, were
B/ the fons of Mr. Smithfon, a reputable
'"’fi' erchant in the North of England, who hav-
gno other children befides them, and being 1n
retty afffuent circumitances, recfolved to havc
ithem educated imimediately under his own eye.
or this purpofe he invited into his houfe 2
: * Markham, a gentleman of learning and
pproved morals, to be their tutor, whoie care
fnd attention to their improvement afterwards
" lly anfwered all his expectations.

> Thefe Three Brothers, from their earlieft 1n-
I'{'.Ii-'} were play mates and companions. They
f-"‘-_-.:_:' never been fent out of their father’s houle,
®ither to nurfe or even to a {chool; as Mrs.
rnithfon, their mother, whole edueation ren-
Ercd her perfeltly equal to the talk, under-
Pook to put them through the firft rudiments of

Jarning, and to prepare them for whatever
| X ftudies



