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draw and take the dimenfions of the lefler of thefe animals Dci:ﬁ;m
in this pofition, which I afterwards, from {everal others ‘o~

that I had an opportunity of feeing alive, altered to the

attitude of walking.
In order the more readily to form an idea of the fhape

of this animal, and the mutual proportion of its parts, the
reader may turn to the figure annexed in Plate III. Vol. 1I.
'To this purpofe he muft reprefent to himielf the lefler of
thefe beafts, eleven feet and a half long, feven feet high,
and twelve feet in the girt. And when befides this he
confiders, that, with refpect to {ize, it ranks among four-
footed animals the third from the elephant; and, excepting
the horns, has been hitherto abfolutely unknown, with other
circumitances which will readily occur to his refletion, he
will, perhaps, in {ome meafure, be able to conceive, what
a feaft the fight and examination of this creature muft
have been to a naturalift.

The circumiftance which ﬁrﬁ and chiefly excited my
attention was, that 1 the hide of this becaft there were
none of thoie plaits and folds, which we find in the defcrip-
tions and figures publithed of the 7hinoceros bicornis, and
which give it the appearance of being covered with a har-
nefs., It was only on the hide of the lefier of thefe ani-
mals that we could obierve a {mall fold or plait, and that
mecerely at the nape of the nceck ;3 but this feemed to proceced
from the pofition that we found 1t in, viz. with the head
lcaning againit the ground, by which mcans this part was
thrown fomewhat backwards.

Confidering it in other refpedts, the hide was an wmnch
and a half thick on the back, butiomewhat thicker on the

YouL. II. O f1des,
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1775 {ides, though lefs compact there. The furface of it was

Dm. {cabrous and knotty, and not much differing from that of
the elephant, but of a clofer texture ; and when it is dry,
~extremely hard. It was of an afhi-colour, excepting about
the groin, where the {kin is not near fo thick, but is almoft

quite {mooth, and of the colour of a man’s flefh.

The muzzle or noie converges to a point, not only
above and beneath, but likewife very vifibly on the fides,
nearly as it does in the tortoife. "The upper lip is fome-
what longer than the lower. The eyes are {mall, and {unk
in the head.

Though the horns have been diffufely defcribed by others,
yet,, in order that the reader may form a juft and adequate
idea of them, it i1s requifite in this place to make various
additions to the defcriptions already given. ‘They are of
the {ame fhape, and in {ome meafure of the fame {ize in
both {exes’; yet it appeared to me, that the fize of them
was not always in proportion to the body. Neither, indeed,
i1s there any coniftant proportion obfervable between the
foremoft horn and the hindmoit, though the foremoft is
always the larger of the two. .

The hindmoit, efpecially in the older animals, is moft
commonly obiferved to be worn away in different parts,
which 1s never the cafe in the foremoft and larger one.
"'This, in {fome meafure, confirms the aflertion of the Hotten-
tots and the colonifts, that the rhinoceros makes ufe of the
fhorter one only for the digging up of the various roots,
which are {aid to compofe great part of its food; it being
enducd with the power of turning the larger horn at that
time, on one fide out of the way. 1 was even informed,

that
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that in the live rhinoceros the horns were {0 loofe and move- D
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able, that when the animal walks carelefsly along,one mayfee \~v

its horns waggle about, and hear them clafh and clatter againft
each other. What {eems to add farther confirmation to this
account, concerning the truth of which, however, I am not
without my doubts in many refpects, is an excavation or ca-
vity in the bafe of the horns; particularly that of the fore-
moft, which, like a glenoid cavity, by means of certain arti-
culations, 1s adapted to, and inclofes a round protuberance of
the {cull. It was with great difficulty that we cut the horns
away from the cranium through the finews and cartilages,
by means of which they were attached to it, and of which
the remains are ftill to be {een on the horns I have brought
home with me. Had I previoufly had the leaft hint of
the horns being moveable, I fhould certainly not have
omitted to inveftigate the degree of force with which the
muicles and tendons, intended for the ftrengthening of the
joint, and keeping the horn fteady and erect, were capable
of acting. Of the elder of the rhinocerofes which we had
juft fhot, and whoie horns I have preferved in the cabinet
of the Royal Academy, the hindmoft horn is very evidently
much worn away. I have likewife found the {fame appear-
ance on another rhinoceros-horn, which was put up for
fale at the €ape. Butin the younger animal, which I dif-
{ected, and which I particularly allude to in the prefent
defeription, no marks of this kind were obfervable.  The
fhape of the rhinocerofes-horns arc univerfally conical, with
the tips mclined fomewhat backwards, as is thewn in the
annexed plate; and may be {cen ftill more diftinétly in a

O 2 figure
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figure given by Mr. KLEIN, which reprefents a pair of
rhinoceros-horns of the natural f{ize.

With refpect to their {fubftance and texture, thefe horns
feem to confift of parallel horny fibres, the extreme points.
of which on the lower half, efpécially on the pofterior part
of the foremoift horn, and on the greater part of the hind-
moit, projeét in many places; {o that the furface in thofe
parts is full of inequalitics, and in fome places feels as
rough as a brufh. The upper part of the horns is {fmooth
and plain, like thofe of oxen.

The anterior horn belonging to the leffer of the rhino-
cerofes that we had fhot, was a foot in length, and five
inches over at the bafe. On the larger of thefe animals
this horn was half as long again, and feven inches in dia-
meter meafured at the fame part. This rhinoceros, how-
ever, did not exceed the other in bulk, in proportion to
the {ize of its horns. Indeed, in the cabinet of the Royal
Academy of Sciences, there is preferved a pair of horns be-
longing to the rbinoceros bicornis, the foremoft of which is
twenty-two inches in length, and the hindmoft fixteen.
The diftance between thefe horns is fcarcely two inches.
They differ likewiie from the horns I {faw in Africa, and
from thofe I brought with me, in being of a lighter colour
and ftraight, and at the {fame time flat on the fides; fo that
the hindmoit horn in particular, has pretty tharp cdges on
the upper part, both before and behind. Thefe horns
mofit probably came from the northern parts of Africa, as
they were purchafed at Naples by Baron EMANUEL DE
Grur dunng his travels, and were by him fent to his fa-

ther,
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ther, the late Marfthal pE GEER, as an additional ornament

FOL

1775

Decemb~r..

to his noble mufeum, together with which they were. pre- =~

fented by the Marfhal’s illuftrious widow to. the Royal Aca~
demyv of Sciences. '

This animal may be faid to be totally deftitute of hair,
though there are a few {cattered dark briftly hairs about armx
inch long on the edges of the ears, with a very few betweerny
and round about the horns. This is likewile the cafe at
the tip of the tail. This part of the animal -1s about an
inch -thick, diminifhing by degrees from the root to the
tip, which is fomewhat enlarged in the fore part, and parti-
cularly in the back part, and at the {ame time rounded off;
but is flattened at the fides. Itis directly on the edges pro-
duced by this conformation, that there are to be ieen fome
firong {tiff hairs an inch, or an inch and a half in length.
Such of them. as ftand towards this creature’s hard and
rough body, are vifibly worn down and f{tunted.

The feet, as may be feen in the figure, are not much
wider than the legs. In the fore parts they are furnifhed
each with three hoofs, which do not project much, and
of which the middlemoft is the largeft and moft circular.
The {oles of the fect, like thofe of the elephant, are
covered with a thicker and more callous {kin than the other
parts ; and are, 1f we cxcept the edges, (which are compofed
of the hoofs) togcther with a fiffurc in the heel, {fomewhat
of a circular form.

I chofe the lefler of the rliinocerofes for the purpofe of
making the diflcétion, as well as a defcription.and drawing
of this animal. I and my pcople, making five i all, were

not able to ftir the carcafe, when, with a view. to get at it
Wit
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Harrs: with the greater convenience, I endeavoured to lay it no its

~~s back. This, however, proceeded in a great meafure from
the lazinefs of my Hottentots, and their backwardnefs to
affit me. In the pofition, therefore, in which this un-
wieldy creature lay, we cut up its left fide, and took a large
{lip from off its thick hide. This could not be effeéted
without much trouble, and repeatedly whetting our knives
afrefh. |

Though the animal had lain above twenty-four hours,
and an ecchymofis was formed about the wound, yet the
flefh had hitherto been preferved from putrefaétion by
the thicknefs of the hide. A piece of this flefh we broiled
immediately, which tafted in a great meafure like pork, but
in my opinion was much coarfer. In the mean time, we
cut through the ribs with an axe, and what with hacking
and tearing together, we at laft contrived to émpty the
cavity of the abdomen. I made drawings and defcriptions
of thefe parts, and took the dimenfions ot them as {peedily
as poflible; after which we took out the diaphragm, andua
naked Hottentot crept into the carcafe, in order to pluck
out the lungs and heart.

As the animal had received 1ts death-wound by a fhot in
the large blood-veficls of the lungs, thefe parts were al-
rcady affcéted with {fome degree of putridity. The lungs,
liver and milt therefore, had not been long expofed to the
opcn air, before they began to fwell and cffervefce.  And
indecd, the violent heat of the fun at noon, togcther with
the thirft we {fuffered, and the ftench of the carcafe, ren-
dcred this operation m a fhort time extremely dangcerous as
wcell as difguiting.  In the mean time, I made the follow-
1ng obicrvations, The
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The vifcera of the rbinoceros bicornzs, in my opinion, D278
mofit refemble thofe of a horfe. So that this animal, not- \ A~y
withftanding its being furnifhed with horns, by no means
belongs to the ruminating tribe, but rather to the clafs of
thofe whoic fat is of a foft nature like lard, and not hard
like tallow. -

The {tomach does not bear the leaft refemblance to that

of a horfe, but rather to that ¢f a man or a hog. It was
four feet in length, (as I have lately found in my notes,
fince I gave the deicription of this animal in the Swedifh
Tranfa&mns) and two feet 1in diameter; and to this viicus
was annexed an inteftinal tube of twenty-eight feet Jong,
and fix inches in diameter. ‘This inteftinal canal was ter-
minated three feet and a half from the bottom by a large
ccecum, if I may {o call a viicus, which at-its upper end
was of the fame width as the ftomach, viz. two feet, and of
above twice the length, that 1s, eight feet and a half, and
lay on the {pine of the back, being attached to it at both
ends, after which it was contradlted mto a rectum fix inches
in width, and eighteen in length.

The kidnies were a foot and a half in diameter, and
the milt {fcarcely a foot broad, but full four feet long. The )
heart was a foot and a half in length, and the breadth not
much lefs. Therightlobe of the lun £s had an incifion in it,
but was in other rcipects undivided and entire, being two
fcet 1n length. ‘The left was {fubdivided into two lobes,
the {maller of which was next the bafe of the heart.  The
liver, when meafured from right to left, was found to be
three teet and a half in breadth ; but in depth, or micafuring

from above downwards, as it hangs in the animal when
6 this
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oI5, this latter 1s in a {tanding pofition, two feet and a half. It
v~~v confifted of three larger and perfectly diftinct globes, almoft
- equal in fize, and of a {fmall lobe befides, which projected
to about a foot from the concave fide of the liver, at the
middle of its upper edge. No gall-bladder, or any traces
of it, was to be obierved. In this the rhinoceros refem-
bles the horfe.—Juft before I finithed the difletion of this
animal, I opened its {tomach, which was very much dif-
tended, in order to examine what 1t ufually fed upon. The
contents of the ftomach were entirely without {mell, and
perfectly frefh and {weet, confifting of roots and {mall
branches of trees mafticated, fome of which were found as
big as the end of a man’s finger. This creature, as it ap-
peared, had likewile eaten a great quantity of {ucculent
plants, among which I thought I recognized two or three
that were harfh and prickly. The whole of this mafs dif-
futed around a very itrong and not difagreeable aromatic
odour, which in a great meafure took off the ftench arifing
from the putrid viicera. Might it not be {fome peculiar
herb, or, perhaps, the root only of an herb, with which

I was cntircly unacquaimted, that produced the greateft
part of the aromatic flavour? In the excrements of this
animal, swhich were four inches in diameter, and in other
reipects refemble thofe of a horfe, though they are of a
much dricr nature, there 1s ufually {feen a gquantity of bark
and fibres of trees, a circumitance that the hunters pay
attention to; and by that means arc able to diftinguifh it
from the dung of the hippopotamus, an animal that feeds
only on grafs. 1 thruft my hand into this creature’s mouth,
which was half open, and found the tonguc perfeétly foft,

which
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which is in direét contradiction to the common notion,, viz.
Quod lambendo trucidat, (that he kills by licking with his
tongue.) I was likewife not a little aftonifhed to find no
fore-teeth in any of the three carcafles of the rhinoceros,
although one of thefe beafts feemed to be old; and, in
fact, this animal has little room for fore-teeth, as the
mouth goes off {fo fharp at the fore part, that in that place
it is only an inch and a half broad. Befides, it has no oc-
cafion for any teeth there, as the lips, like the {kin, are
of that extreme hardnefs, that it is able to clip off the tops
of plants and fthrubs with them ; and that with fo much
the greater eafe, as the under jaw goes within the upper;
fo that this {pecies of rhinoceros is probably capable of
laying hold of 1ts food with its lips, and conveying it
mnto its mouth, with the {fame eafe and dexterity as Dr.
Parsoxns obferved in the common rhinoceros on a fimilar
occafion.

At that time I could not pofiibly {eparate the flefh from
the other bones, for the purpofe of examining them. I
was 1n hopes, however, that, by the time I returned, the
cagles and wolves would have faved me that trouble. And,
mdeed, this was {o far the cafe, thatI had it in my power
to carry home with me the cranium of the leaft rhinoceros,
which I dififected, very nearly in a compleat ftate. It is
trom this {kull that I had the annexed drawing made ; and
this part of the animal is of too much importance, for the
defeription of it to be omitted here.

Both jaws being clapped together in their joint, give
nineteen inches for the aggregate height in the back part;
and, mecafured at the fore part from the tip of the nofc,
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fifteen; the length, meafured from the tip of the nofe to
the hindmoft part of the cranium, 1s in a direét line
twenty-three inches, or {fomething lefs than two feet.

With a view to avoid being prolix in my de{cription, I
refer my readers to the figure annexed in Plate III. of this
volume, whence they will be able readily to conceive the
proportion, &c. of the other parts. It is on the fore part
of the os frontis that the lefler horn 1s fixed ; it will, there-
fore, probably, be eafily perceived from the annexed draw-
ing, that the /agittal future is obliterated, and that the os
occzprtis is terminated by a flat furface, along which it goes
{trait down in a perpendicular line to the condyloid pro-
cefles, one of which 1s {een 1n the figure.

The cavity in which the brain is contained, does not ex-
tend much farther forward than the ofa dregrmnazis. The
other bones by which it is encompafled are tolerably thick,
{fo that this huge animal has but a {mall brain in propor-
tion to its {ize; the cavity for containing this organ be-
ing barely fix inches long, and four high, and of an oval
fhape. In order to know the capacity of it with the
greater ‘certainty, we filled it withk peas, which we after-
wards meafured, and found to amount barely to a quart.
With a view to difcover the proportion between the brain
of the rhinoceros and that of a man, I likewife filled a
middle-fized human {cull with pecas, and found that nearly
three pints were requifite for this purpofe. On the other
hand, the cavity of the noie in the rhinoceros is of a con-
fiderable fize, which probably does not a little contribute
to the quicknefs of this animal’s {cent. At leaft, phyfiolo-
gitts ule to explain the fupertority of hounds in this parti-

) cular,
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cular, from the circumftance of the funica jfchneideriana, or
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the nervous membrane appropriated to this {enfe, being {0 v~

extenfive, (when expanded and extricated from all the
folds which it makes in the cavity of the nofe, with the
greateft art contrived for this purpofe,) as to cover the
whole body of the animal; while on the other hand, this
membrane, in the human {pecies, is but juft capable of
covering the head.

SiX dentes molares -only, or grinders, were obferved on

either fide of ‘each jaw, belonging to the two oldeft of the
rhinocerofes thot by wus, and five only in the leaft or
youngeit, as the annexed drawing of its cranium fhews;
yet quite back in the mouth we difcerned the marks of two

more on each fide, the foremoift of which had begun to

make its appearance, but the hindmoit was almofl entirely
included in its {focket. Hence it follows, that an aged and

full-erown rhinoceros has fourteen teeth in each jaw, in
all twenty-eight.

In the anterior part of the os pal/az/, this animal appears
to have a tooth-like procefs, which in the {cull that I
brought home with. me is loft. Confidering the diftance
of it from the lower jaw, it 1{hould {fcem that it can hardly
ferve any purpofes of a tooth. I have to thank M. PALLAS
for this piece of 1intelligence; who, when I had tranimit-
ted to him this engraving, was {o good as to {fend me the
beautiful Agures of the cranium of a rhinoceros, tranimitted
to him by M. CaMrER for the AfZa Pertropolitana.

The dotted lines drawn about the cranium, fhow pretty
nearly the fituation of the horns and lips.

P 2 As
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As I have mentioned above that the rhinoceros may be

killed by a fingle fhot, it follows that the hide of this ani-

mal is not {fo impenetrable as has been fuppofed. Bow-
TIUS has long ago remarked, that this beaft is ufually killed
with powder and ball. M. DE BUFFON probably did not
pay attention to this paflfage, when he aflerted, on the autho-
rity of GERVAISE, that its hide cannot be penetrated by any
ball, excepting only about the ears. To thefe, however,
M. pE BurronN feems, of his own freec will and bounty, to
have added the eyes and the belly. It 1s true, indeed,
that leaden balls will {ooner be flattened againit the fkin
than pierce it; but that balls or cylinders made of iron
(des lingots de fer) {hould not be able to make the leaft im-
preflion on it, feems to be another addition of M. pDE BUF-
FON’s, equally abfurd with the former. It frequently be-
comes neceflary for me to correct in this manner, the vo-
luminous works of this illuftrious author; which, indeed,
merit this correction 1o much the more, as the errors in
them, being in other refpects not unfrequently drefied up
in an clegant ftyle, have, in fact, impoled on many with
charms which ought to be the attendants on pure genuine
truth only, and unadulterated nature. It 1s therefore pro-
bable, that the {portive genius of M. pr Burron, muit at
times have operated in impofing likewife on its owner:;
but I am willing to hope, that this gentleman being Oy
profeffiorr the interpreter of nature and truth, will on this
account fcc with the greater pleafure, any {trictures and re-
marks which arc ncceflary to frec natural knowledgee from
talichood and crror.

IFor
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For this reafon I fhall proceed, without any farther cere- |

1CQ

1775
ecember.

mony, to inform the reader, that the hide of the rhinoceros, \vy~-

as well as that of the elephant, is capable of being penetrated
by javelins and darts. I ordered one of my Hottentots to

make a trial of this with his haﬁégai, on-one of the dead rhi-

nocerofes. Though his weapon was far from being in good

order, and had no other fharpnefs than that it had received

from the forge, yet, by means of a certain manceuvre the
fellow made ufe of;,- it received {fuch an impulfive force, as
at the diftance of five or fix paces, to pierce through the
thick hide of the animal half a foot deep into its body.

The Hottentot or Caffre hunters are accuftomed to iteal

both upon the elephant and the rhinoceros while they are
afleep, and wound them in different places at one and the
fame time. After this they follow the traces of the animal

for one or more days, till it drops down with weakne{s or dies

of its wounds. Generally, however, according to their own
account, they poifon one or two of their darts, immediately
before they attack an animal of this fize ; 1n which calc, they
have no occafion to wait {o many days, as they otherwife
would, before their prey falls into their hands. A farmer
told me, he had {feen an elephant 1in this manner wounded
and dead within twenty-four hours.

As to what regards the one-horned rhinoceros, M. pE Bur-
FON, in Tom. XI. changes his opinion thrce times in the
dpace of a few pages. In page 177, without quoting his au-
thority for it, M. b Burrow confiders the hide as being {o
tough, as not to be penetrable cither by the fire-arms or fide-
arms of the huntery (#2 die jer i die feu die chaffenr.) In page
131 agamn in the notes, hie quotes, approves, and highly com-

mends



110 A VOYAGE TO THE

775 mends the account given by M. MoURs relative to this point,

«———— Which vet is in contradition with the former. This, how-
ever, he feems again to have forgot, when, in page 1935,
(without producing any authority for it) he aflures us, that
javelins (Zes javelots & les lances) are not able to pierce this
animal’s fide.

M. pE BUurFoN, not content with afferting that the hide
of the rhinoceros is 1impenetrable, in page 176, will not
even allow it the leaft portion whatever of {fenfibility, (prive
de toute fenfibilite) and this merely without quoting any au-
thority, or having any other foundation for the afiertion,
than what his own imagination has furnifhed him with,
And vet, had M. pE BurroN but paid a moderate degree of
attention to the clear and diftin¢t account drawn up by Dr.
PaRrsoNs in the Phil. Tran/. which he himielf has quoted,
it would {feem that he muit have been of a difterent opinion.
In that paper it is mentioned, that the rhinoceros emitted his
penis, when he was tickled under the belly with a wifp of
firaw. M. pE BUFroN too remarks himfielf, that the rhino-
ceros is fond of wallowing in the mire like the hog: butI
will leave it to others to judge, how this accords with the
abfolute infen{ibility he attributes to the hide. And, indeced,
when even the thick hide of the elephant is affected by the
ftinging of flies, how can we {fuppoie that of the rhinoccros
to be abilolutely infenfible ? In fact, the {kin at the bottom ot
a man's foot, though thicker than it is in other parts of the
body, 1s neverthele{s by no means void of {fenfibility. Morc-
over, the fkin of the rhinoceros, however tough and clofe in
its texture, has, (at lecaft about the groin,) veflels, blood, and
juices, adapted for the nourifhment of infects, and which,

indcced,
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indeed, actually do nourifh them; this beaft being infefted
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with a kind of @cars, which I have difcovered on its pubis and \r v~

groin, and have drawn up an account of them, inferted in the

V1ith Tome of Memoires fur les Infefies. Neither does the
thicknefs of this animal’s hide prevent it from per{piring.

This creature, which at all other times appears to be of

a grey colour, foon becomes black when it i1s hard hunt-
ed. This proceeds from the duft and dried mud f{ticking
to the animal’s Ikin, and moiftened by {weat. Of this fact,
befides that I have been aflured it by others, I think I once
my{elf faw a manifeft inftance, in the cafe of a rhinoceros,
which was purfued by fome other f{portfmen, and vcry
unexpectedly paflfed within the diftance of forty or fifty
paces of my waggon, and, fortunately for me, without per-
ceiving it, or doing it any damage. This beaft was much
darker coloured than any I ever {aw, the number of which,

however, in all, did not exceed eight
From the figure of the rhinoceros referred to above, and
from the defcription I have already given, it follows, that
M. pE BUFFON, in his notes to page 186, accufes KoOLBE,
without any foundation, of having defcribed the lefler horn
as being placed in a {trait line behind the other, and upon the
animal’s forehead. 17 75 1m2poffibley, 1ays he, 2hat the ttwo borsis
Sould be placed fo far from each other s for in the horns which
are preferved in SIRTAANS SLOANE’S 771¢fe1er72, 1here is 0srly the
diflance of three inches between the larger bori and the [inaller.
In tact, this eminent naturalift {cems rather too hafty in the
torcgoing remark, and forgets that cvery animal’s nofe is
placed near i1ts forehcad : {o that while onc horn is {fixed on
the rhinoceros’s nofe, the other may be very well fixed, and
actually
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actually is {0, on the forehead. A figure {o plain and {fimple

A~ as KoLBE’s (vide the French edition) might have fufficed to

prevent miftakes on this fubject.

In fine, it 1s neceflary to inform my readers, that what M.
DE BUrFroN advances concerning the copulation of the one-

‘horned rhinoceros, viz. that 1t:1s performed croupe @ croupe,

1s not in the leait applicable to the rhinoceros bicornis; but

in all probability, this opinion is not true with regard to
either {pecies, as in the two~horned rhinocerofes which I ex-

amined, the penis was placed as forward under the belly as

it 1s in a horfe; though, confidered with relation to the

different bulk of the two animals, it is much fhorter. In

the animal which I diffeéted i1t was no more than feven or

eight inches 1in length, as may be {feen in the {pecimen I
brought home with me. In a rhinoceros, which had the
appearance of being old, 1t was not much larger. M. br
BurFoN, after Dr. PARSONS, defcribes the penis in the one-
horned {pecies as being {iill fhorter. Befides, he does not

{ay a word concerning the fituation of this member, but

founds his conjecture on the {ubject of this animal’s copu-
lation, merely on the circumitance of its having been -ob-
ferved to bend its penis backwards when 1t ftaled, in which
dire¢tion confequently the wurine was emitted. But this,
perhaps, was owing to an accidental and vicious conforma-
tion; or it might be donc out of cleanlinefs, efpecially as
we know that the rbrizoceros bicornis at leaft has a very
acute {mecll, and fcems to love cleanlinefs, from the cir-
cumfitance of its chufing certain places ncar the bufhes to
ftale upon. It 1s poflible, mndeed, that the animal may have
a kind of wufculus creciory, for the purpofc of occafionally

alterimg
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alterirtg ‘the direftion of this member. Butl am afraid of Dells
tiring my reader’s patience, by dwelling {fo long on the v
fubject of this quadruped ;I fhall therefore at prefent-only

make mention of it, juft as it may happen to occur in the

courie of my journal.

Mr. IMMELMAN likewife was at length weary of ftanding
by and {ceing me diflect this beait, and therefore {et out
before us on his road home, with a view to repofe at in-
tervals, and cool himf{felf under fome fthady tree. In order
to go, as 1t appeared to him, by a nearer way, he rode over a
hill overgrown with bufhes. From this {pot a rhinoceros
rufhed out upon him, and he would certainly have been
trampled to death by this huge creature, or elie have been
taken up by it on its horns, and, tog:zther with his horfe,
thrown up into the air, had not this latter in his fright made
a fudden {tart, and by {feveral fide leaps carried his rider
tarough the bufhes, out of the fight and {cent of the animal.

Here 1t muit be obferved, that the rhiinoceros’s eyes are
funk into 1its head, and are but {mall when compared to
the bulk of its bodys in confequence of which it {ces, as
it 1s {aid, but indiftinétly, and that only {trait forwards.
But to makc amends for this deficiency in fieht, its OIS
of imclling and hearing arc {0 much the more acute; at the
leadt noife, therctore, more than ufual, this creature talies
the alarm, and pricking up its cars, ftands clapping v ith
them and liitening.  Above all things one muit toke care,
cven when one 1s at great diftance, not to oct to the wind-
ward of it; for in that cafe, it feldom  fails diredily to
follow the feent, and attack the obiedy, o8 it was very near
doimg by Mr. IMMELMAN: ‘I'his ocntleman, havine with

Vou, 1l. Q creat



1775- greé.t difficulty made- his- efcape, ftruck into a by-patti.

D:/m-\n:ie; in order,. after- pafling through a little dale, to get into-
the ftrait and plain road.. In this road he overtook me,.
on a- {pot whither I had retired to-{fcreen myfelf and my
horfe from the -burning rays of the fun, and was over-
looking my drawings and memorandums. He. was ftill:
fomewhat out of breath in confequence of his adventure,.
at the time he gave me an account of it; while I,. for my
part, could not help in {ome meafure envying his good-
fortune, in having at fo cheap a rate feen this huge un-.
wieldy animal alive, together with the motions it made in.
the cumberfome hide in which it was incafed :. but, indeed,.
he him{felf had {een {o little of it, that we {foon came to an.
agreement to ride up together on the other fide of the very
hill, in which he had juft been putto flight by the rhinoceros.
From hence we thought we fhould be-able to defcry this
creature on the plain; but that we might not be betrayed
by the effluvia of our bodies, in cafe he fhould return again:
to the thicket, we threw {ome duft into the air, in order
to determine more accurately which. way the wind was,
and thus be able to direct our courfe precifely in oppofition
to it. And indeed, we had not been long arrived at the
{pot betore my horic began to be a little thy,. and at Iength
was qute reftive, behaving juft as he had done before
when I firft rode him up to the carcafes of the two
thinoccrofes.  This circumitance I took notice’ of to my
companion, confidering it as a {fign that, in all pro-
bability, there was a rhinoceros near the {pot; but
he went on, faying, it was impoflible, as it did. not

{trikc him juft then, that there might be more than
Ol11€
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one in that vicinity. We therefore advanced {till nearer, De
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till being but fifteen paces off, I heard a rufiling noife ‘L~

like that of an animal raifing it{elf up leifurely on its legs.

Immediately upon this appeared a rhinoceros, with its horn
projeéting over one of the buthes. I now thought it high
time for us to turn back immediately, and made figns to
my companion, that it might be done as filently as poflible.
He too had perceived the {nout of this animal, and we rode
away as foftly as poflible; our hories’ feet, neverthelefs,
made a crackling noife among the dry branches which had
fallen from the trees, and with which the narrow paths
between the bufhes were every where covered. On this
account, we did not neglect during our retreat to look be-
hind us, 1in order that we might make off as faft as pofiible,
in cafe the rhinoceros thould have been alarmed by the
noife, and have been induced to purfue us. What I call
paths were merely tracks made by the buffaloes and rhino-
cercies forcing their way through the thickets ; but among
thefe likewile we found many blind paths, i. e. fuch as
terminated on a {fudden in fome high and impenetrable
bufh. Into a place of this fort we might in our flight
eafily have {trayed, and there have been caught by the rhi-
noceros, as it were, 1n a trap. This adventure made us
afterwards {fufpeét, that every buth harboured a rhinocecros;
and induced us for fome time to give up all thoughts of
rcconnoitring among the bufhes with {o much aflurance,
an anumal that did not appear as if it was to be trifled

with.
IF'rom the preceding relation, I think we may infer, that
this rhinoceros was diffcrent from that which put Mz, IMMEL-
Q 2 NMAN
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pl775:  MAN to flight; aslikewide, that this latter did not purfue us,

“~~’ by reafon that, in confequence of our having rode up to
it full in the face of the wind, it could not get {cent of us;
befides, this animal did not hear our talking nor the crack-
ling of the branches, with a {uflicient degree of certainty
to engage it to make an attack upon us: and in fine, it
appears, that it had with great forecaft chofen a thick and
high bufh, by way of entrenchment, on that fide of the
buth, from whence the wind prevented it from getting
{cent of any thing. If I may form any conclufion from
my horfe’s {topping, it would {eem, that he had got {cent
of this beaft as far ofl as the diftance of forty or fifty paces,
though the wind was very moderate from that quarter.

On the way to our home, (for {o we always called our
waggon, or baiting-place in the defert) we came within
piftol-fhot of a herd of ¢/&k-antilopes, probably the {ame with
thofe we had given chaifc to in the morning without {uccefs;
but what was very fingular, they at this time hardly fhewed
the leaft fear. The males, which were of the fize of an or-
dinary galloway, appeared much more bulky and corpulent
than their females, and {eemed to run rather heavily.

In the evening we recerved an unexpedéted vifit.  This
was from ecight colonifts, who were come hither from Casz-
debo with four waggons, and had brought with them two
of thcir wives, and a couple of children.  They were go-
ing to the falt-pit beforc-mentioned ncar Zzvartkops-river,
in order to fctch {alt from thence; but having been told by
s of the violent drought they would meet with in their
way thither, part of them only went with two waggons,
that being fcwer of them, they might be lefs liable to {uf-

fcr
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fer for want of water. ‘Thele people informed us, that
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ecember,

that very day they had chanced to awake a rhinoceros \u~~J

juft by the road {ide; but that the beaft, probably {cared
by the noife and buftle it heard from different quarters at

once, ran by them without doing them any hurt. They
related to me, however, an initance, in which a rhinoceros

had run up to a waggon, and carried it to a confiderable

diftance on his {nout and horns. They likewife informed-

us, that the diftemper among the horfes had already
begun to commit ravages in the diftri& of Camdebo, where,

however, it otherwiie {eldom ufed to make its appearance
till the month of April. The reafon of this, probably;

was. the univerial drought that prevailed this year.

CII A P.
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Journey from Quammedacka to Agter Bruntjes
Hoogte.

N the 21{t at nine in the morning we’left the pool at
Quammedacka, which we had by this time drank dry,
-and arrived at neon at Little -7i/ch-rivier, where we again
pitched our tents. ‘We here found a herd of {pring-boks,
a couple of which we fhot. At five o’clock this morning
‘the thermometer was at 52 degrees, at twelve at 82, and at
half paft three at g5 degrees. The evening was very
.much overcaft. In this tract of country there was a great
drought on both fides of the river, but itill greater farther
-on towards the north, where the {oil was more gravelly,
-and produced a greater quantity of {fucculent plants. In
‘the {paces between thefe, befides Thrubs and buthes, there
‘was {fometimes to be found a little dry grafs; every where
elfe, the ground was as dry and bare as a high road with a
clayey bottom. Between ten and cicven o’clock at night,
we heard the roaring of a lion; and though it only roarcd

twice, thc animals we had with us were very reftlefs the
whole night throughout.

4. On

X775
' December.
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'On the 2 2d early in the morning, we crofled Little 77/cA- 778
rivier, it being {uppofed, that where we then were, 1t would ~~J
nnot be {o well‘'worth our while to go.in fearch of the 4zppo-
potamius, or fea-cow, an animal-that is-bigger than a rhino--
ceros, and.lives both in-the water-and on dry ground, (vid..
Plate IV. of this volume.) ‘'This, in fact, as I had {een the-
rhinoceros, was what I now chiefly laid out for.

Between.nine and ten o’clock, being on-our march; we
faw. two large lions. ‘They were about three hundred paces-.
from us, in a little vale. The inftant they perceived us, .
they betook themfielves:.to flight. Being very defirous to.
have a nearer view of thefe animals, we rode in puriuit of
them, all the while fhouting and calling out after them..
Upon this they. mended theiwr pace till” they got down:
to the fide of the river,. which we had juft crofiled, and:
there hid themielves in the thickets.. Urged by their cu--
riofity, two of our Hottentots- followed wus, one armed.
with a couple of haflagais, and the. other with a gun.
We ourfelves: were without any arms- whatever; but I
imagine we ran no rifk in this - chafe, as we could eafily
have turned back and fetched our arms, . in cafe the lions.
had thought proper to purfue us. In running they had a
kind of fideling pace, like that of a dog, accompanied now -
and then with a flight bound. Their necks were all the
while fomewhat raifcd, and they {feemed to look afkance at
us over their fhoulders. One of thcm had a mane, and con-
{equently was a male; but both of them were necarly of an:
equal fize, and {cemed to be confiderably higher and longer
than our faddle-hor{cs, which were of the fize of common: .
galloways. Neither our horfes, nor {feveral gazcls which

WCre



