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50 The WONDERS of

Noife, and going away ‘leaping and dancing.
Another Soldier in the fame Town, meeting an
Elephant with his Keeper, would not give way
to them ; whereupon the Keeper complain’d of
the Affront to the Elephant, who fome tume
afterwards {pying the Soldier by the Side
of the River that runs through the Town,
ran haflily towards him, lifted him up with
his Trunk, and plunged him feveral times In
the River; after which he drew him out, leav-
ing him to be laugh’d at by the Spectators.
Havinc given fuch a particular Account of
this balf-reafoning Amimal,as Mr. Pope calls the
Elcphant, it is Time to take a View of another
very remarkable Quadruped, which is found in
the Eaft-Indies, namely, the Rbinoceros. The
Shape of this Animal is not much unlike that
of an Elephant, but it is not fo tall, and its
Legs are fhorter, as well as its Tail. It has a
rough, hard, wrinkled Skin, refembling 1n its
Colour and Furrows the Bark of an old Elm,
and fome Parts of it appear folded over the
others.  From 1ts Nole proceeds a thort pyra-
midal Forn, (as its Name implies) growing
upwards, and perfeltly folid, or without Ca-
vity *.  This Horn is his Weapon of Dcfence,

® Though there are fe- druped, and perhaps the
veral Beafts with one Horn f{amc¢ with the Unicorn of the
defcribed by Authors, Dale  Ancien:., wh {e Horn . ZE/lian
takes them to be al) Actictous  affirme to be black, as is
except the Rbinoceros, which  that of (ins Auimal
is the only one-horn'd Qua-
wiich
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which he is faid to whet again{t a Flint, or other
hard Stone, that he may be prepared whenever
he is attack’d by an Enemy. The Elephant
and Rhinoceros are reported to bear fuch a Ha-
tred to each other, that they {cldom meet with-
out a Battle, in which the Rhinoceros endca-
vours to pierce the Elephant’s Belly with his
Horn; bur if he mifs his Aim, the Elephant
is to hard for him with his T'ufks and Probofcis.
This Animal 1s rarely brought to Exnrope; but
one of them has been lately fhewn in England,
and is well worth the Attention of the Cu-
rious.

THE Porcupine is a four-footed Animal fourd
in fome Parts of the [ndies, about the Size of
a Pig five or fix Months old, and remarkable
for the hard Quills or Prickles with which it is
cover’d, from two or three to eleven or twelve
Inches in Length, ftreak’d with Black and
White alternately. They are fhaped like the
Stalks of Corn, but fwell a little towards the
Middle, and terminate in a Point with two
{fharp Sides*. Thefe Quills are {o many Wea-

® There is a confiderable
Similitude between the Por-
cupine and the Hedge-Hog,
which is a little Animal well

he isapprehenfive of Danger,
he draws himf{elf up as round
as a Foot-ball, fo that na-
thing is feeh but his Prickles,

known amongit us, entirely
cover'd with Pricklesan Inch
and a half long, very like
thofe which fhoot from the
Shells of Chefnuts. When
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and thus he faves himfelf
from theAfliults of Dogs and
other Enemies. He alfo
makes another Ufe of his
pointed Armour, for when

pons





