= '.r"-"':ib L3
|
= ot E’; i ﬁ
| ” ¢ ! i
e U ' it L
; T
5 ‘i]
ll* t:'
t-‘i
54 |
A ]
k; ;
} 3
iln E o] iy
i :
IFI‘I {‘ ;}r—-—\':,
"
uh {&
!
Ll Sy

I,
O
N D
9,
N

'E:' .
. il} l-
':-j ' 3 -
r"..l" ‘;%-
.LOI { } ‘Y“ [ " -
J
8 D
. r
D
S
L
:E
} )
li-]
- :ill
{
j
I
! 68

!



For the Y EA R 1964,

7 much exficcation ; the latter
being, from their oeneral firucture
nd conftitution, made fit to bear,
.d live in, the water; the for-
mer, by their conititution and
forms, tO breathe, and dWEH, in
the air.

But it may be aftked, why eels
and water fnakes are capable of
living longer in the ailr th:i'.n the
other kinds of fith ? this 1s an-
(wered, by confidering the provi-
dential care of the great creator
for thefe and every one of his
cteatures : for, fince they were
capable of locomotion: by their
form, which they need not be if
they were never to go on fhore, 1t
femed neceflary that they fhould
b: rendered capable of living a
confiderable time on fhore, other-
wile their loco-mation wouald be in
vain. How is this provided for ?
why in a moft convenient manner ;
for this order of fifhes have their
branchiz well covered from the
external drying air, and are allo
furnithed with a flimy maucus,
which hinders their becoming crifp
and dry for many hours, and their
very fkins always emit a mucous
liguor, which keeps them fupple
and moift for a long time ; where-
2 the branchiz of other kinds of
fhare much expofed to the air,
and want the flimy matter to keep
them moift. Now, if, when any
of thefe is brought out of the
water, 1t was Jaid in a veflel
Without water, he might be kept
divea confiderable time, by only
keeping the gills and furface of
th.ﬁ fkin conftantly wet, even
Without any water to fivim in.

Before T difmifs the firft.part of
my difCGHTfE_, 1 muft beg your pa-
tenee, while I mention fomething

A relates 1o 2 family among the

/%
fith kinds, which is of 2 middle na-
ture between the phocz, and the

real fithes of the fea, in one pecu-
liar refpe&t. This is the clafs of
the phocenz, or porpuffes, of
which there are feveral fpecies;
and thefe have lungs, and there-
fore are forced to come up to the
furface to breath at very faort in-
tervals 5 but, when brousht on
fhore, have no progreflive loco-
motion. So that, having lungs,
they refemble the phocz, and, in

every other refpect, the real fifhes
of the fea,

Blafius, in his Anatome Ani-
malium, page 283, gives an ac-
count of one of thefe taken and
brought on fhore alive ; the peo-
ple let him lie, to fee how long he
could live out of the water; and
he contirued alive only about fe-
ven or eight hours, and exhibited
a kind of hifling voice.

From what has becn {aid, 1t
will, I hope, appear rational, that
thefe are the only two orders that
can properly be deduced from the
clafs of amphibious animals ; and
that the genus’s of etther order are
very few in the animal world.

A letter frone Fawes Parfons, M. D.
F.R.S, to the right honourable
the Earl of Morton, prefident of
the Royal Society s on the donble
barns of the rhinaceres,

My Lord ;

HEN I had the honour of
laying my natural hiftory
of the rhinoceros before this
learned {ociety in 1743, which s
printed in number 470, page 527,
of the Tranfaftions, I had not an
opportunity of fhewing 2 double

horn
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heth to the members; I have

thetefote taken this firft occafion’

fo éntertain the prefent members
with'a fight of a noble {pecimen
of the horns of an African rhi-
roceros, brought from the Cape
of Good Hope, by my curious
and ‘worthy friend William Ma-
guaire, efquire, among many other
curnicfities ; prefuming that few of
the fociety have ever feen a pairof
the like kind. But what renders
this fubjedt the more particular,
and worthy cof cbfervation, 1is,
toat by means of knowing there
1s a {pecies of this animal, hav-
ing always a double horn upon the
nofe, 1n Africa, Marndal's reading
1s fupported aganft the crisicifm
. of Bechart, who changed the true
" text of that poet, 1n an epigram
“upen the firength of this animal ;
for when Domitian ordered an ex-
hibition of wild beafts, as 1t was
the cufiom of feveral emperors,
the gpoet fays: The rhinoceros
tofs'd up a heavy bear with his
double hern =

..:.T;Emf:::: FraTEN JEEINT Coind Sfic

=d 25 Bechart knew nothing of a
coudle horn, he changed this line
bo:h in reading and {enfe thus: '

-

Nemgue gravi giminum cornu fic
sxiilrr ey,

as if two wild bulls were tofled up
into the air, by the ftrong horn of
tke rhinoceros. T
Mr. Maittaire adopted_the no-
tion of a fingle horn, but was of
opinion that tke geminwr eurum of
Bochart onent to have been pla-
val, gemines eures,” 2s being more
elegant ; a2rd he was followed By
Dottors Mezd and Douglas, with

ANNUAL-

oufly

REGISTER

this difference, that thefe change]
the earos for urfos, as imagining
they were rather bears than byjl;
that were thrown up by this no
animal,

‘Our  then worthy prefiden
Martin Folkes, efquire, had fee
my acconnt of this fubje&, atthe
end of which, I endeavoured,
however prefumptuoufly, to de.
fend Martial’s reading againit Bo.-
chart and the other eminent per-
fons mentioned ; and defired |
would let it be read and printed,
which [ very readily agréed to, a
his requeft did me much honour,

Before my paper was printed,
Mr. Maittaire and Door Doug-
las died ; and the learned Doéor
Mead was the furviving ecriti,
upon this line, of the three, Up-
on this occafion, therefore, [
have a double pleafure; firft, in
amufing the prefent gentlemen
with 2 moft curious fpecimen in
natural hftory ; and, fecondly,
1n remembering in this place, the
nice candor and generofity of Dr.
Mead upon that {ubje®. For,
about four months after the pzper
was printed, he received a prefent
of feveral curious fhells, - feeds,
&c. and with them the bones of
the face of a young rhinoceros,
with two horns iz firu, all intire,
by a captain of an African trades,
who brought them from Angola.

As foon as he faw the homs
he fent to invite me to breakfa,
and there, in company, ingent
gave up his paft opmion
and declared for Mairtial ; anc,
indeed, I muft add to the praifeof
that great man, that, as I w&
happy in being frequently at i
houfe, Iwas witnefs to many fuch

inftances of the moft difincerel
candews
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e dimenfions are as
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waicular htight 1Q ;‘,;; circunifes-
e round the bale o ; length

I uoth balzs tu-"reth“r Ll on tne
L..l bones 1.3 and the ¢ weight of
#h topether s 14 pounds 1o
pur(as, *
The rhireceros of the year 1739,
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5 imgiw this to be many years
| ::, perkebs abovk twenty 5 and
h.ﬂﬂnﬂ 2l lives toa great age.
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nmw”i: by lettns hgh Hm..:n;
feathers fiy 1 the v ind | (the ne-
thod, 1 underfand, ulz d v the
1ﬂ?f‘1hﬁ‘.&aDI‘ Derbam) 5 ‘1‘ C2im
not fay, in all the trizls I have

made (though I have let fifty nf
thefe feathers fly, one after th

k
other, at a time), that J havg
ever feen akoie one, or two at
moft, upon which 1 could have
foonded a calenlation, The ve.
locity of the wind near the earth
Is very usequal, vpon account of
the frequent iaterruptions 1t meets
with from hills, trecs, and houfes -
and even in open piams the {ur-
face of the ecarth, thongh much
frooothei than it COIT]H;OHIFJ:;, raalk

efleét and s intcrupi fuch a fuid as
the uu,, and oc¢cafion great irree
guiarity in the veloaty of 13 cur-
reat: this 33 the -cafon, when 2
feather 15 lot ﬂ‘}' with the w:md’r
why it {eldom, 1f tver, dei‘cribeq
a ftrait line, but I’I’G‘."ﬁa fome..imes
‘n a kind of f*mﬁ] now high
and then low, "0mﬂtames to thn,
right, and thtn agam to the left;
and why two leathers let fly 2 {
once, feldom, if eter, keep to-
get 11{31 or delcrihe ﬁmuarhnef ,

Bm, at fome conliderable difs
tance from the earth, the veincity
of the v ind feems to be rfgufai:*
and dfeady : a2iiing Ssnbe morg
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