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we always took care to obferve ever
gtl::l h::;l‘,, :ggn the Roayd, the Meridian Altitude of
every particular Star, to corre& our eltimate, a_nd‘de-l
termine more exally the Latitude of the principa
iti Country. . .
Clﬁgfeﬁgin, Sir,qi cannot forbear making f{ome
refle&ions in this place, which may one day be ufeful
perhaps for the refolving a material Problem in Plg-
(icks. Men are not yet fure whether all Seas in TShe
‘World be upon the level one with another. i e
generous Principles of found Pbylofoghy, will have
it that all Liquor of thefame Kind, rhat Commulr‘u-
cate own with another, do fpread uniformly, ;q ﬁ-
ther by their own weighe, or by the prc{ﬁorb: of_the
Air; and at laft take the fame Surface. Mot of the
‘-Exp’cr'xmems are in this Point pretty c:ongruouesd to
Reafon; yet fome later Refle@ions have ftarted a
doubt whether or no the Sea had not really fome in-.
clination, and were not more elevated in fome certan}x}m
places than in others, What I have remarked togc k
ing this laft Map I but now mentioned, feems to bac
i Opinion, ' )
‘hl;’tlni{iln rhpe Provinces of Cantom, and Kianfi, is to he
feen a Mountain out of which iffues two Rivers, ¢ eg
one flows towards the South ; and after ichas v_vaterh
fifty Leagues of the Country , it diGmbogues into t e“
Sea near the City of %l’amtcbeau, the other flows cofn
grary, viz. tothe Norch, croffes feveral Provmces(_gr
the f'pace of two hundred Leagues, and turns ? 1? :’:
infenfibly, andentersinto the Eaft Sea, or S}:.a of -
pon, infomuch that the embouckeurs, or mouths (')f t e
twc; Rivers are not diftant one from another h(\ 0
do but even follow the Coafts that feparate them) a«
bove three hundred Leagues or thereabouts. .
“Neverthelefs, the Northern River feems mgre r d
id in its whole Courfe, than z4afi of the So&nb, a}r‘xat
geingbeﬁdes four times longer, it muft needs be tthe

Phyfical made in China,

the Seas, where both of them meet,
elevation, or which 15 the fame thin
the felf fame level.

I fhall not {peak, Sir, of feveral other Maps, where-
in we have reform’d part of the Coafts of Coromandel,
of Pefcherie, Molucca, Mergui, and of Cambofe, be-
caule they have not yet attained to that Perfedion,
that we hope we may be able to give them hereafter,
But yet I have two of them that at prefent may ven.
ter to come abroad : the one reprefents the entrance
into the Port of Nimpo, the moft dangerousin all the
World, by reafon of the multitude of lﬁes,- and Rocks
that coverit on all fides ; and put the skilfullelt Pi-
lotstoaftand. We have fubjoined thereto the Courfe
from_ Siam to China, with a profpe&. of the chief
Coafts, or Ifles that are not met with by the way.

The ather is @ill more curious, andindeed theonly
one in its Kind, the little occafion the Europeans have
hitherto had to Sail irito the great Tarten, obliged Geo-
graphers to make ufe, in their Defcriptions of it, of
I know not what memorandums, fo little confiftant
with cruch § chat, as far as| fee, they have purpofely

fer themfelves to deprive us of the knowlcs e of it.
But the War breaking out, fome years ago, between

the Emperor of Ching and the Duke of Mofcoyy, they
have on all fides diligently examined the limits of
Realms, the bignefs of Provinces, the fertility of
Lands, Rivers, Mountains, Deferts, and whatfoever
could anK way be advantageous to thefe two Provinces,
and might conduce in time to came, to conclude a
folid lafting Peace between them, ,

_Befides thefe Memoires, thar &1l into Pacher Ger-
billow's hands, the Father hath al(s taken feveral Jour-
niesof three ar four hundred Leagues into the very

Heart of the Country ; going fometimes toward the
Weft, fometimes to the Sout obferving as much as
poffibly could be, the Longi:uée, and Latitude of che

moft

jo7
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moft remarkable Places. So that the Map that he
hath drawn out, begins at prefent to fupply us with a
right Idea of the difpofition, and fituation of this valt
Country.

Amongft the things that are moft fingular in that
Country, one may obferve a ridge of Mountains,
that are extended fo far into the Sea between the Eaft
and Norch, that it hath been, to this day, almoft im-
poffible for Mariners to know or to double its Cape;
“which makes fome fufpeét that this part of Afia may
peradventure be at this place comiiuous to the firm
Land of America. We have befides all this, made
feveral Obfervations concerning the variation of the
Needle upon Tides, upon the length of a {ingle Pen-
dulum, which may however contribute fomething to
the Perfe@ion of Arts and Sciences.

Vet thefe general Obfervations have not fo much
taken up our time buc_that we have fpared fome to
examine what thereis in the Eaft moft curious, in the
way of Natural Philofophy, Anatomy, and Botany.

Our Sojourning-at Siam afforded us an opportunity,
to view feveral particular Animals, which we feldom
or nevereein Europt; as for example the Elephant,
the Nature of which we have defcribed, as allo its
Dociblenefs, Strength, Courage, Dexterity, the in-
terior, and exterior Contexture of all its Parts; to-

ether with divers other Propertics, that the very

eopleof that Country, that are accuftomed to them,
cannot chufe but admire.

There have we feen Tygres, much different from
:b;{c that are fometimes to be feen in France, and
other Countries; whether you.look upon the colour,
which is redifh fallow, interlaced with larfge black
ftreaks, or whether you refpe& the bignefs, which
{ometimes is equal to the bignefs of Horfes; they
call them Ropal Tygres: thofe they call Water Tygres
do exa@ly refemble a Car. They live upon Fifh, éxt
: ‘ ) dq
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do commonly live in :
Rive{:. y in Woods, or upon the Banks of
There is likewile to be {een your Rbinoceros’
of the oddeft Animals in the World, inmy O;i,nic:)rzlc
it hath fome refemblance with a wild Boar, only it
is a lictle bigger, the Fect of it fomewhat thicker,and
the Body more clouterly thaped ; ics Hide is covered
all over with rhick large Scales, of a blackifh colour
of an extraordinary hardnefs ; they are divided into
lictle fquares, or buttdns, rifing about a quarter of an
inch above the Skin, 1n a manner like rhofe of the
Crocodile ; its Legs feem to be engaged in a kind of
Boot, and its Head wrap’d about behind with a flac
Ca/puche, or Monks Hood ; which made the Porsu-
guefe to call him the Indian Monk: its Head is thick
and grofs 5 its Mouth not wide ; its Muzzle thruft out
and armed with a long thick Horn, that makes him
terrible to the very Tygres, Bufulo’s and Elephants.
But that which feems the moft adinirable in this

Animal, is its Tongue, which Nature hath covered
with fuch a rough Membrane, that it differs bue liccle
from a File, fo that it flecs off the Skin of all that ic
lickss In a word, as we fee fome Animals here
that make a good Ragouft of Thiltles, whole little
pricks tickle the Fibres, or the extremities of the
Nerves of the Tongue: fo likewife your Rbinoceros
takes delight in eating Branches of Trees, armed on
all fides with fuff® Thorns, 1 have often given it fome
of them, whofe prickles were very hard and long, and
Iadmired how cunningly and greedily it bended ther
1m.medgatlre and champ’d them in its Mouth withoue
doing itfelt any harm. "Tistrue indeed, they fome-
times drew blood of him; but that very thing made
them more pleafant to the Talt; and chefe licele [ligh:
Wounds, made probably no other impreflion upon
its Tongue, than Salcand Pepper dots upen ours.
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