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A Defcription o f  C o c r ~ r ~  CHINA ; treat- 
ing of the Confiitution, Laws, Cu- 
ilm~s, and Rcligion of that remote na- 
tion. ExtraAcd from the Italian of 
the Rev. Father CH K ISTOPHER BORRI,  
of the Societv of c l ~ s u s ,  who refidcd 
there as a niirlioner, aboui the year 
1620. 

Of tbejjtuntlcn altd r l i m ~ i e  cf Cochin Chinn ; if tbi 

cf the a~lnuol ixlma'crt:tnr ; cf the  ve r i t l : b / : >  0 1 : r l  
9 

nn;n:ol tr!1du8i3nr c f  this cszn!rjt; of joine gf itj 
n:yt :~!il;bl? corim:;Ct n ; ye ;he ~ltpbrmt old ;.L:- 
t j  L ~ T - G I  9 - l. :,nijr;g gf tib /(c t:&r. 

C OC kr r .: C!:inn liss between I I and I 7 3  of 11or~i1 
If ir i tuL!~.  It firetches alcng the i r :~  conft h r  

a?oct nn 1:undred lcagues, beilig in f o r e  ~1 ; : c i :  
t i x n r y  rnilcs broad. T h e  oppoiite lide of i t  i :  
boanJrd by n ridge of high mountains, i!lh~.bi::d 
1'4' a h r t  bf f i ~ v ~ g e s  that ackno~vledge no f i ~ r t  
f o~ i - r e i~n tv ,  and generally confine thernlrlr~; r~ 
t ! i~ l i  barren rocks, u-here they are [afe from i l . -  

f i t  r o n  Coihin, in the language of J1- 

p::n, figniScs Welt, that being its fituntion with re- 
fprir to C1:in~ ; 2nd hence the ~ o r t u ~ u e f e  hare 
~'-::'i it the nii.me of Cochin ch ina ,  tho' by the 
C- 

i! ... i.i:;nrs rllernfelres i t  is called &jam. T o  the 
n o i ~ ~ l  t i l  i t  lies the kingdom C. of Tonquin,  2nd the 
1ndiz.n ha forms its ho:~ndary on the enlt nltd 
f i > L ~ . .  T V  

L: 1s n R:lt plentiful couhtr)-, arith a ~vhol i -  
h m e  c:ia.itc 3:id a regular fuccefion of knion(: 

tho' 
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Thc Indian bmchmans and bannians make the2  
t-neral piles of i t ;  and the confr~mptioa o i  i t  by 
theie menns is lo gre.lt, that if the king a!loxs the go. 
v:rnor to 10-id thereu-ith only one h i p ,  i t  is though! 
ro be the gl-i.xslt advantage he can confer. 

In the mountains of Cochin China tl1t.i-e are v;!- 
luable mines of gold and other metals ; and nn:ol;g 
;hc bcllts ~vherewith the ivoods nrc filled, the e!c- 
phan t 2 n d  riliaocei-OS being the moit remarknblc, 
ure fi.7!1 confine ourlslves ts fpeak only of there, 
r:thcr forts being too common to merit delcrip- 

rv- !ion. I hc fize 2nd trafialiiity of the clcphsiit 
t r i z  The people of Cochin China 
!t .:.i.e the t31?!il!g of this prodigious beail to  their  
1:ri .> 9 11~ou 1-s t lj  e Cxxboginns, as being t hemkelves 
J e r  to that art. T h e  elephant of Cochin 
Chic3 i j  twice as inrqe as that of India ;  its mo 
l: or!- teeth rre ofren oi' four yards and a half ; tllofc 
4-j i '  t h e  fems!e 3re cot quite fo long. T h e  print of 
i:s f09t is half a yard i:i diameter. 

They live to a very old age, and father Boiri 
r c i ~ t e s  thz t  he i n ~ v  one in this country more than 
r n  handred yezrs old ; he alfo afferts, that he has 
uot only trareiled by land, but alfo croffed an arm 
of the k a  upon the back of nn elephant, wit11 
eleven or tu-rlve people, fitting iu a kind of coach 
made for that  purpoie, and girt under the belly 
with iron chaios. Indeed the weight, joined to 

the creature's bulk, fatigues it exceedingly, fo that  
i t  often d r z ~ v s  in much water 1~7iti1 its breath, which 
it iPo:lts zgain to a vafi height, fo tha t  at a dilloncc 
it night be taken for the cafcade of a whale. T h i s  
method of car r i~ge  is very common, and the  
dience which rhe poor beait pays to t11e nayrc  or 
driver, who fits upon its neck, is very gre.it, f ~ ~ i  

i t  knccis 2t his command to take u p  pafT~ngr=: 
h o w ~ < e i ,  if they ftop upon ceremony it is obii:rfi 

t 0 
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to to ea{e itl'lf; but it  will immediately kneel 
~ t s  leg and fide fen-e as a ladder to the 

coach, the fir it fiep being the top of its foot ; 
fecond the joint a little n ! ~ o v e  i t  ; the third the bend- 
ing L of the knee ; the  fcurth the hip hone, from 
urhrnce tile pnffenqcr mounts to his [cat by the 
help of a c!~;iin i;hgiog down for th :~t  pnrpofe 
fi-o:n the ca:-l-inrrc .- ; the top of ~ r l ~ i c h  being re- 
moved in  hnrtle, io!diel-S from within difchal-PC L> r heir 
arrows and orhnr mifile weapons upon the enemy. 
Their who are not accnftomed to travel upon t h e  
eicph;n:'s back,  \ + r i l l  be accfted with fickntls, ill 

tE.c Lime i,laulicr as if tlicy were 3 t  f a .  ?'he ti-unk 
the elcph3nt co!~fills cf itvcral finall linews, 

fironi;ly knit together, and f i ~  velSy pliable, thnc 
wirh them he cnil taiie tip the lenli thing tha t  lies 
upon the ground. I t  is generally PI-oportioncd to 
his height. T h i s  n i l imn l  is vei-y f i r o n q  tha t  he  
can \virh e a k  throw down l~ouics, levcl !l;ee;\, and 
roor u p  forelts. Our traveller affirms that he f a ~ v  
one of them, upon byins commanded, launch ten 
snlliots ill to the iea ; iuch docility r.ccompanies their 
U 

other p~wers .  T h e y  arc generally fo attentive to 
tllc c!irc.Rior~ or' rh:. Havre, tha t  they itnmedintely 
tiiril  to ~vhntever caul-fe he Fr-k~-ihcs ; and if they 
know any thing of the h a t i o n  of the place whi- 
ther he is bou~lti, they go thither by the fl~ol-tefi nalT,  
u~~rnindt'ul of the ben ten track, fordina the rivers 
\\*ithou t regnrdi!~g where, and tea-ing up the trees 
tha t  lie in the wav, or elfe cut~ic:g them down with 
a fort of fcythe, ;hat lies to that end upon his back, 
2nd which he manages with his t runk whcn thcrt: is 
occnfion. T h e  pace of the elephant is very folemn, 
artd being cau t i r~us  of wounding his feet, which are 
very tender, Cearches the road with pl.ying eyes, leait 
thorns or h a r p  itones Ihould lie in the  way to hur t  
him ; 2nd thefe, when found, he*cnref i~! l~ removes. 
Their food is the bolighs of tr-ezs, fi-on1 \r-hich they 

h1 j f i r  i's 
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firfi firip :he bark with great dexterity, rnd then de. 
your the woo3 with much feerning relilh. Father 
Burri ha l ing  exprered iome p!esfure at  feeing them 
eat, the n n r e  cal!ed one of them to him, ant! 
told h i  the rcl-erend father n7as dcfirons to 
ice l l i n  cat f u i h  ;1 bough, ns he had fed upon  in 
his p r e f e r ~ e  the prccediilg daj-. T h e  elephant, up011 
this intimation, n-cnt and brought a bough, \ ~ l ~ i c ] l  
11e devoul-ed before the f ~ t k e r ,  and then re tired, 
hnriag firit made a low reverence. Hou?ever, this 
obcjience is only paid to the nayre ; and \vl?en a n y  
~er{on befides is going to mount him, he mufl be 
hiindecl with a mufaer, for if he fnw them he 
-.;touid iertrinlv war the co:.ch and ererv  thing in 
i r  to pieces. When he is unruly the n,?;.rr i t and -  
iog over beats him 03 t he  middle of thc forehead 
with a cudgel, t*iU ht makes him tremble ; and lie 
is thereby fmn brought into proper order. Th i s  
znimsl, ~t a p ~ t i c u 1 ~ r  tlme of the year in which he 
Tvants to copulntc, is To sad that he is not to be 
c o ~ e r n e d  ; of this the nayre is informed by fome 
C' 

~ r c v i c u s  figns, C \i.hsn he irnmedistely takes care to 
;.clnore the ~?.iridge uFon his back, and l e x e s  him 
ci:her with tile i e m ~ l e  or in h m e  ionefcme place, 
11nti:I his fcrious fit is zbated. It is admirzble ro 
o!-lG:rr-e with v.-hat ihl-me he prefents himielf before 

nayre, hanging down his head, and  appearing 
as if cbzicious that  he merited chaitifernent. 

If a \vild and a tame eiephnnt happen to mcet, 
2. b!oodv combat eniues, and i t  generally terminntcs 
i.7 tke ; I c f  2 t  cf the latter ; which, however, tri- 

o;rr I!:- rhiroceros, altho' armed with n 
i ~ z t u r a l  armour of fcales that run  round its body. 
T h i s  be2lt p a r i a l ~ ~  in fhape both of the ox and 
horfe. Its fize is equal to tha t  of a {mall elephant, 
2i:d frcm t!;e middle of its forehead rifes a flrait 
py izn i id~ l  h3:n, \=ikrcby it is enabkd to do much 

'l- L : . , r  - ~ C ~ A C A L - T .  
At 
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At Nuncmon in the province of Puluca~nhij 
ollr author attended the govcrrlol- to n neigh- 
bouring wood, whither he wint with a t rain of 
about one 11undred people to hunt the rl~inocer-OS ; 
ivllich, when rouied, made a t  its cnemies withat:t 
feeming intimidated by their number ; but  tllcy 
f~ l l ing  off to the right n n i l  left, on his npp~-oaoI~,. 
he r an  quite thro' the l a ~ ~ e  ~r-1lic.h they  fi!r~ned, 
n t  the rear of which he f o ~ l ~ l d  the goIrernni- I-IT.::!.; ~ C L I  

r . .  - r on an  elephant, which i t  immedintc!;; :L:,'::. F,I:,~ 

enlenvoured to worind with its horn, ii2i e~-;l;Ii~:~r -. 
all the efforts m.tdt: by the elephant to feize i t  i i l  

his trnnk. At l c n g ~ h  the governor watching n pro- 
per opportunity, firuck an arrow thro' t ! ~  ~\11lv 

part of i t  that can be wounded, To fol-cenbly 
th l t  i t  pierced his boJgr. NO Cooncr was this 
done, than the people leizccl i t  with v:~ft ihouts of 
applaufe, and fet it  upon a pile of wood which 
was qoicuy in a flame. T h e  icales beicg bul-ncd off, 
ns the Reh ronficd they cut i t  out i n  collops, a n d  
eat i t  011 the fpor ; the hcart, brains, and liver, ns 
the moIt delicious part of' ir, were difhed u p  fix 
the govcrnar, who, fi-om n 1-ifing ground, beheld 
the cooliery which was carried on with much mer- 
r imenr ;  tht: hoofs being efficacious in many dif- 
orders, were preC:nrc-cl to the f.ither, he having re- 
qllcfled them by the  governor. T h e  horn is C2icI 
to be an antidote ngainfi po ik~n.  ?'hi$ beafi b 
!~rnetimes called the nbadn. 




