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[1] 
The Rhinoceros is accounted the second wonder in Nature; being a Beast every way admirable 
for its outward shape and greatness, as also for its inward courage, dispoftion, and mildness. For 
as the Elephant is the first wonder, so is this Beast next to the Elephant, being every way as 
much to be admired as he, if he do not exceed him, except in bulk and height. 
First of all, that this Beast was not unknown to the Ancients, Pliny, Solinus Diodorus, 
Lampridius, Aelianus, Strabo and others, are most undeniable Testimonies. Suetonius makes 
mention of one which was publickly shown to the People of Rome by Augustus. Holiogabolus 
had another, and before either of them Pompey produc’d a Rhinoceros in his publick Spectacles; 
as Seneca witnesses. And Antonius Pius, amongst the Gifts that he bestowed upon the People, is 
said to have given them for their publick pastimes, Tygers, Rhinoserusses and other wild Beasts. 
And Martial in one of his Epigrams, confirms it to us, That in the Reign of Domitian, there was 
a Rhinoceros, which in the Emperors presence toss'd up a wild Bull into the Air, as if he had 
been a meer Tennis Ball. And of latter days there was a Rhinoceros brought alive to Lisbon in 
Portugal, whose Picture was taken by Gesner, and inserted into his History of Animals, nothing 
varying fom the shape and figure of. the Beast which is now to be seen: From whence it is 
apparent that this is the same Beast, to which the Ancients gave the Name of Rhinoceros.  
It was called Rhinoceros by the Greeks, from Rhin, which signifies a Nose, and Keras, a Horn; 
as much as to say the Nosehorn'd Beast. Nor have the Latins alter'd the name, in regard, that 
although there are several Beasts that have but one Horn, yet there is not any that has a Horn 
growing out of the Nose, but this alone. 
[2]  
This Beast is also thought to be the same, which in the Hebrew is called Reem; and therefore 
Munster fo translates the place, Deut. 33. His Beauty shall be like the beauty of a Bull, and his 
Horns lik the Horn of a Rhinoceros, &c. And Tertullian writing against the Heretick Praxeas, 
translates it afer the same manner, which being so, it appears to have been a Beast well known 
in the World long before the times of the Romans already mentioned.  
But now to come to the Desriptions of this Beast (as Pliny describes) it is equal in length, if not 
longer, than an Elephant, but withal somewhat lower and with shorter Leggs; his outward form 
and proportion being like a wild Boars, especially in his Mouth, except, that out of his Nose 
grows a Horn harder then any Bone, which he makes use of instead of Offensive Arms, as a 
Boar does of his Tushes; and that he has two kind of scalie Aprons, on each side, like the Wings 
of a Dragon, reaching from his Back down to his Belly, and spreading one way toward his Neck, 
and the other way towards his hinder parts; his colour is like the Bark of a Box-tree, which is not
much unlike that of the Elephants, and upon his Forehead there grows Hairs that seems a little 
red; his Skin is so hard that a dart cannot penetrate it; upon which there appears many divisions 
like the shells of a Tortoise, set over with Scales, without any Hair. In like manner the legs are 
scaled down to the very hoofs, which are parted with four distinct Claws. Upon his Nose there 
grows a hard and sgarp Horn, bending a little toward the Head, but not so high; flat and not 
round; and therefore the more sharp and strong. Whatever is set to it, it either throws up into the 
Air, or else bores it through, whether Iron or Stones.   



By the way, we are not so nicely to consider the bulk and colour of the Elephant, in regard it is 
but rational to believe, that as among all other Beasts there is a difference in bigness and colour, 
so there may be the same variety among these Rhinoceroses.   
As to their Nature and Dispoftion, Martiall makes 'em slow to Anger, but fierce when they are 
engaged; and therefore he says, that the Rhinoceros was provok'd and vex'd by his Master, 
before he tossed up the Bull like a Tennis Ball into the Air before Domitian. But it is farther said 
of  'em, that when they are to fight, they  whet their Horn upon a Stone, and fight with the 
Elephant, not  only for their food but out of a Natural Antipathy, and overcomes  the Elephant by 
fastning their Horns in the lower part of his Belly,  and so ripping open his Gutts; insomuch that 
when the Rhinoceros that was at Lisbon was brought into the presence of an Elephant, the 
Elephant ran away from him.  
They are taken as the Unicorn is taken, for Authors of good credit affirms, that above all 
Creatures they love Virgins, and that be they never so wild, they will lie down and fall a sleep 
before a true Maid; and so being asleep are easily taken.  
 
 



. , 

O F  T H E  

' . l . '  

L m l y  brought from the 

And fold the 2 5th. of this InRatlt'*Acrgfit, to 
Mr. L. for z 3 2 d l .  

T HE Rhinoce~or is accounted the fecoild ~ y a t d c r  in Nature ; 
being a BmCt every way admirable for its outward Lhapc 

nnd greatnefs as alfo for itsinyard courage, dir  ofition, and mild- 
nefi. For as the Elethanr ia t l ~ e  firfi wonder, f! is this BeaP next 
to the Elephant, being every way as muqh tg be admired as he, if 
he d o  not exceed him, except in bulk ancl h e i g h ~  
. , FirR OF all, that this Beaft was not unknown t o  the Ancients, 
.PIitY, Solinur, Diodorr~x, Ln~prirlim, A~Q?IW, S t r h  i n d  others, 
aremofi ulldenialle TeKionies. Snetorzim inakes mention of onr 
which was publickly kown to the Pcoplc of Rome by A~~~r,fh/..t.  
Holiognlol~ had ar~other , and before either o f  them I ' o ~ ~ ~ ~  p1.o- 
duc'd a Xhilroreros in his publick SpcQacles; as Scireca witnclfcs. 
And Airtoni~lr I'tiw, amongfi the Gifts that hc beitowal upon thc 
People, .is h i d  t o  have given than for their publiclr psitinlcs, ?jc 
caerr, Rhinojrrrfis and other wild Benlts. And Ah1'1ial in onc ok' 
his Epigrams, cdnfisms ir to us, That in the Reign of- Dorilitirrir, 
there was a Rbi~zoceror, which in the Emperors prcknce toru'cl up a 
wild Bull into the Air, as if he had been a lncer Tcnnis Ball. Ancl 
of latter days there was a Rhiizoceror brought alive t o  LirLntt in 
Portrtgnl, whok P i h r e  was takcll by G$er , and inucrtcd into 
his Hifiory of Animals, nothing varying from the h ~ p c  nild figure 
of the B e d  wliich is now to  Le kcn : From whcnce it is appnrcnt 
tbat this is the LIIIIC Bealt, to which the Ancients gave the Natne 
of Ahinoreror. 

It was cnlletl Rhrnoccrm by the Greckr, fionl Rhiu, ~vllicll Ligni- 
fies a NG, n11d I(cr(rs, a flora ; as much 3s to  fiy the NoJEorn'd 
Bcafi. Nor have ille htir ts  nlter'd the namc ; in rcgn rd , that 111- 

though there arc feveral.Brafis that havc but one Horn, yet rhcrc 
is not any that 113s n Horn growing out cf the Nofi , but this ;I- 

lone. 
this 



This Ecafi is alfo thought to be the Gmc, which in the Hetrent' 
is called Rcem; and therefore M~oflcr To trnnll.ltcs the lacc, Ded. 
3 2. H/i.;Beauv fin4 be lik the Eear~v of n BIII., prd hir d orirs I14e the 

H o r n  of n Rhinoccros, &c. Ancl Tertr~llintt writing againlt the Hc- 
rctick P m x e ~ ,  tranflates it after the Gmc manner, which bcing fo, 
it appcars to  have been a Beafr well known in the World long be- 
fore tlic times of tlic Rol/ta/rr already nlcntionetl. 

Rut now to come to the Dcfcriptions of this Bepit (iiyEliltv de- 
fcribcs) it is equal in length, if not longer, than an EleffA~~ti,' but 
withal fomewllatlower and with hortcr LcggS ; his out&rd form 
anii proportip11 bcing likc n wild Boars , cfpccially in liis Mouth, 
cxcept, that out of his Nore grows n Horn harclcr then any Bonc, 
which he makes ufc of infiead of Offcnfivc Arms, as a Bonr does 
of his Tulhes ; and that he has two kincl of h l i e  Aprotrs, on cach 
fide, likc thc Wings of a Drqon , rcnchillg fiom his Back down 
to his Belly, and fpicnding one way toward his Ncck, and the o- 
ther way towards his llindcr parts j his colour is likc the Bark of a 
Box-lrce, which is not much unlike that of tlie Elephattr, ' and up- 
on his Forellcad there grows Haii-s that kcmsa little red ; his Skin 
is fo hard that a dart cannot pcnctrat it ; upon which there ap- 
pcarsrnany divifions like ttlc kells ofa ortoil;.,fct over with Scales, 
without any Hair: In likemanner the ? egs are fcnled d'owri,to the 
very hoofs, which are parted with foul difiina Claws. Upon his 
Nofe there grows a hard and h;yp Horn, bending a little toward 
the Hend, but not fo high j flat and not round ; and therefore 
the more harp and firong. Whatever is fit to  it, it either throws 
upinto the Air. or elfe bores it~hrougli, \rh~ther Iron or Stones. 

By the way, wc arc not To nicely to confidcr the bulk and co- 
lour of the Elephntrt, in regard it is but rational t o  believe, that as 
among all other Bcafis thcr'e is n difference in bi 11efi and colour, f fo there may be the fame variety among there R iiroccro/Gz. 

As to their Nature and Difpofition, hfrrtinll makcs 'em flow to  
Anger, but fierce whcn they are engaged ;' n11d therefore he rays, 
that the Rhinoceror was provok'ci nnd vex'd by Iiis~?vlalter, before 
he toffed up tlie Bull likc a Tennis Ball into the Air before Donri- 
tjnn. But it is finhcr bid of 'em, that when thcy arc to fight,they 
whet their Horn upon a Stone, and fight with the Elcphnnt, not 
only for their h o d  but out of a Natilral Antipnthy,and overcomes 
the Elephant by fafining their Horns in tlic lowcr part of his Belly, . 
and To rippin open his Glltts ; inhnluch th:lt when the Rhinoceros 
tint was at I!JAOII was brought into the prefence of a n  Elephatrt, 
the EI,jphnnt ran away fiom him. 

They are taken as the 'Urricor)~ is taken, for Authors of good 
affirms, that above all Creatures they love Virgins, and that 

bc thcy ncver To wild, they will lie down and fill a Ileep before a 
true Maid ; and To bcing aflerp arc eafily taken. 

- 

1o)lrlon , Printed for S. Libolirn. I 684. 


