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thus: The king, reftoring the villages to the Iteghé¢, ac-
cording to the ftipulation of his laft treary with Powuflen,
thought that he might fo far infringe upon it, from grati-
tude to Ras Michael, as to give part of the number to Ozoro
Efther, the Iieghé’s daughter; and Ayto Confu, going to
Tcherkin to hunt, he took his mother along with him to
put her in poffeflion; for the Iteghé’s pcople were not
lambs, nor did they pay much regard to the orders of the
. king, nor to that of the Iteghé their miftrefs, at all times,
farther than {uited their own convenience.

We now wanted only the prefence of Ayto Confu to
make our happinefs complete; he came about four, and
with him Ayto Engedan, and a great company. There was
nothing but rejoicing on all fides. Seven ladies, relations
and companions of Ozoro Efther, came with Ayto Confu ;
and 1 confels this to have been one of the happieft mo-
ments of my life. I quite forgot the difaftrous journcy 1 had
before me, and all the dangers that awaited me. Ibeganeven
to regret being fo far in my way to leave Abyflinia for ever.
We learned from Ayto Confu, that it had been reported at
Gondar that we had been murdercd by the peafants of Gim-
baar, but the contrary was foon known. However, Enge-
dan and he had fet the lefler village on fire 1n their paflage,

and laid a contribution of eleven ounces of gold upon the
two larger.

Ayto Conru's houfe at Tcherkin 1s built on the edge of
a precipice which takes its name from the mountain Amba
Tcherkin. It is built all with canc very artificially, the
outer wall being compofed of fafcines of canes, fo neatly
joined together as not to be penctrated by rain or wind.

Thc
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The entry isfrom the fouth:fide of it, veny. crooked and diff.
cult; half way up the roek. QOn the eaft,.is-a very plentiful
{fpring, which furnifhes the houfe with. excellent watier.
Yet, after. all, this houfe, though inacceflible,,is: not defen.
fible, and affords very little fafety to its mafter; for the
Shangalla, with flax, or any thing combuflible, tied to the
point of their arrows, would eafily fet it on fire if they once
approached it; and the Abyflinians with guns could as
ealily deftroy it, as, on fuch occafions, they wrap. thes
balls in cotton wads. The infide of the ftate-rooms. were
hung with long ftripes of carpeting, and the floors covered
with the fame.

THERE 1s great plenty of game of every fort about Tcher.
kin ; elephants, rhinocerofes, and a great number of buf-
faloes, which differ nothing in form from the buflaloes of
Europe or of Egypt, but very much in temper and difpofi-
tion. They are fierce, rath, and fearlefs of danger; and,
contrary to the pradtice of any other creature not carnivo-
rous, they attack the traveller and the hunter equally, a:d
it requires addrefs to efcape from them. They feem to be,
. fall others, the creature the moft given to eafe and indul-
gence. They lic under the moft thady trees, near large
pools of water, of which they make conftant ufe, and flecp
foundly all the day long. The fleth of the female is very
good when fat, but that of the male, hard, lean, and dif-
agreeable. Their horns are ufed in various manners by
the turners, in which craft the Abyflinians are very expert.
In the woods there are many civet cats, but they know not
the ufe of them, nor how to extract the civet, The Maho-
setans only are poflcfled of this art,

« "THOUGH.
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Troucr we were all happy to our wifh in this enchant-
ed mountain, the a&tive fpirict of Ayto Confu could not reft ;
he was come to hunt the elephant, and hunt him he would.
All thofe that underftood any thing of this exercife had af-
fembled from a great diftance to meet Ayto Confu at Tcher-
kin. He and Engedan, from the moment they arrived, had
been overlooking, from the precipice, their fervants training
and managing their horfes in the market-place below.
Great bunches of the fineft canes had been brought from
Kuara for javelins; and the whole houfe was employed
in fitting heads to them in the moft advantagedus manner.
For my part, tho’ I fhould have been very well contented to
have remained where I was, yet the preparations for fport of
fo noble a kind roufed my fpirits, and made me defirous to
join init. On the other hand, the ladies all declared, that
they thought, by leaving them, we were devoting them to
death or {lavery, as they did not doubt, if the Shangalla
miffed us, they would come forward to the mountain and
flay them all. But a fufficient garrifon was left under A-
zage Kyrillos, and Billetana Gueta Ammonios ; and we were
well afflured that the Shangalla, being informed we were
out,and armed, and knowing our numbers, would take care
to keep clofe in their thickets far out of our way.

ON the 6th, an hour before day, after a hearty breakfaft,
we mounted on horfeback, to the number of about thirty
belonging to Ayto Confu. But there was another body, both
of horfe and foot, which made hunting the clephant their
particular bufinefs. Thefc men dwell conflantly in the
woods, and know very little the ufe of bread, living cn-
tircly upon the fleth of the beafts they kill, chicfly that of
the elephant or rhinoceros. They are cxceedingly thin,

Vor. IV, Pp light,
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light, and agile, both on horfeback and foot ; are very {war.
thy, though few of them black; none of them woolly-head.
ed, and all of them have European features. They are call-
ed Agageer, a name of their profeflion, notof their nation,
which comes from the word Agar, and fignifies to hough or
ham-ftring with a ftharp weapon. More properly it means,
indeed, the cutting the tendon of the heel, and 18 a charac-
teriftic of the manner in which they kill the elephant, which
18 {hortly as follows :—Two men, abfolutely naked, without
any rag or covering at all about them, get on horfeback ;
this precaufion is from fear of being laid hold of by the
trees or bufhes, in making their efcape from a very watch-
ful enemy. One of thefe riders fits upon the back of the
horfe, fometimes with a faddle, and fometimes without one,
with only a {fwitch or fhort ftick in one hand, carefully ma-
naging the bridle with the other ; behind him fits his
campanion, who has no other arms but a broad-{fword,
{fuch as 1s ufed by the Sclavonians, and which i1s brought
from Triefte. His left hand is employed grafping the {fword
by the handle, and about fourteen inches of the blade is
covered with whip-cord. This part he takes in his right
hand, without any danger of being hurt by it ; and, though
the edges of the lower part of the {word are as tharp as a
razor, he carries 1t without a {fcabbard.

As foon as the elephant is found feeding, the horfeman
rides before him as near his face as poflible; or, if he flics,
croffes him in all directions, crying out, “Iam fuch a
man and fuch a man; this is my horfe, that has fuch a
name; [ killed your father in {fuch a place, and your
grandfather in fuch another place, and I am now come

to kill you; you are but an afs in comparifon of them.”
This
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This nonfenfe he verily believes the elephant underftands,
who, chafed and angry at hearing the noife 1mmediately
before him, feeks to feize him with his trunk or probofcis,
and, intent upon this, follows the horfe everywhere, turn-
ing and turning round with him, negletful of making
his efcape by running ftraight forward, in which confifts
his only fafety. After having made him turn once or twice
in purfuit of the horfe, the horfeman rides clofe up a-
long-fide of him, and drops his companion juft behind on
the off fide; and while he engages the elephant’s attention
upon the horfe, the footman behind gives him a drawn
ftroke juft above the heel, or what in man is called the
tendon of Achilles. This is the critical moment; the horfe-
man immediately wheels round, and takes his companion
up behind him, and rides off full {peed after the reft of the
herd, if they have ftarted more than one; and fometimes
an expert Agageer will kill three out of one herd. If the
{fword 1s good, and the man not afraid, the tendon is com-
monly enrirely feparated; and if it is not cut through, it is
generally fo far divided, that the animal, with the ftrefs he
purs upon 1t, brcaks the remaining part afunder. In either
cafe, he remains incapable of advancing a ftep, till the horfe-
man returning, or his companions coming up, pierce him

through with javelins andlances; he then falls to the ground,
and cxpires with the lofs of blood.

Tur Agageer ncareft me prefently lamed his elephant,
and left him flanding. Ayto Fngedan, Ayto Contu, Guebra
Mariam, and feveral others, fixed their fpears m the other,
betore the Agagceer had cut his tendons. My Agagcer,
however, having wounded the firft clephant, failed in the
purfuit ot the fecond, and, being clofe upon him at cnter-

Pp2 Ing
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ing the wood, he received a violent blow from a branch of
a trece which the elephant had bent by his weight, and,
after pafling, allowed it to replace itfelf, when it knocked
down both the riders, and very much hurt the horfe. This,

indeed, is the great danger in elephant-hunting; for fome
of the trees, that are dry and fhort, break, by the violent
preffure of fo immenfe a body moving fo rapidly, and fall
upon, the pur{uers, or acrofs the roads. But the greateft
number of thefe trees, being of a {fucculent quality, they
bend without breaking, and return quickly to their former
pofition, when they ftrike both horfe and man fo violently,
that they often beat them to pieces, and f{catter them upon
the plain. Dextrous, too, as the riders are, the elephant
fometimes recaches them with his trunk, with which he
dafthes the horfe againft the ground, and then fets his feet
upon him, till he tears him limb from limb with his pro-
bofcis ; a great many hunters die this way. Befides this,
the foil, at this time of the year, 1s {plit into deep chafms,.
or cavitles, by the heat of the fun, fo that nothing can be
more dangerous than the riding.

Tue elephant once flain, they cut the whole fleth off his
bones into thongs, like the reins of a bridle, and hang thefe,
like fefloons, upon the branches of trees, till they become
perfeltly dry, without falt, and they then lay them by for
their provifion 1n the {eafon of the rains.

I neeD fay nothing of the figure of the elephant, his form
is known, and anccdotes of his life and character are to be
found cverywhcere. But his defcription, at length, 1s given,
with his ufualaccuracy and clegance, by that great mafler

of natural hiltory the Count de Buffon, my moft vencrable,
lcarncd,
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learned, and amiable friend, the Pliny of Europe, and the
true portrait of what a man of learning and fathion thould

be.

I suaLr only take upon me to refolve a difficulty which
he feems to have had,—for what ufe the teeth of the ele-
phant, and the horns of the rhinoceros, were intended. He,
with reafon, explodes the vulgar prejudice, that thefe arms
were given them by Nature to fight with each other. He
afks very properly, What can be the ground of that animo-
fity ? neither of them are carnivorous; they do not, couple
together, therefore are not rivals in love ; and, as for food,

the vaft forefts they inhabit furnith them with an abun-
dant and everlafting ftore,

But neither the elephant nor rhinoceros eat grafs. The:
fheep, goats, horfes, cattle, and all the beafts of the coun-
try, ive upon branches of trees. There are, in every part
of thefe 1mmenfe forefts, trees of a foft, fucculent fubftance,
full of pith. Thefe are the principal food of the elephant
and rhinoceros. They firft eat the tops of thefe leaves and
branches ; they then, with their horns or teeth, begin as
near to the root as they can, and rip, or cut’the more woody
part, or trunks of thefe, up to where they were eaten be-
fore, till they fall in fo many pliable picces of the fize of
laths, After this, they take all thefe in their monftrous
mouths, and twift them round as we could do the lcaves cf
a lettuce. The veftiges of this procefs, in its different flagces,
we faw every day throughour the foreft; and the horns of
the rhinoceros, and teeth of the elephant, are often found

broken, when their gluttony leads them to attempt too
large or firm a tree.

THERE
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THERE now remained but two elephants of thofe that
had been difcovered, which were a fthe one with a calf,
The Agageer would willingly have let thefe alone, as the
teeth of the female are very fmall, and the young one is of
no fort of value, even for food, its fleth thrinking much
upon drying. But the hunters would not be limited in
their fport. The people having obferved the place of her
retreat, thither we eagerly followed. She was very foon
found, and as foon lamed by the Agageers; but when they
came to wound her with the darts, as every one did in their
turn, to our very great furprife, the young one, which had
been fuffered to efcape unheeded and unpurfued, came out
from the thicket apparently in great anger, running upon
the horfes and men with all the violence it was mafter of.
I wasamazed; and as much as ever I' was, upon fuch an
occafion, aflli¢ted, at feeing the great affection of the little
animal detending its wounded mother, heedlefs of its own
life or fafety. 1 therefore cried to them, for God’s fake to
{pare the mother, tho’ it was then too late ; and the calf had
made feveral rude attacks upon me, which I avoided with-
out dificulty ; but | am happy, to this day, in the refletion
that 1 did not ftrike it. At laft, making one of its attacks
upon Ayto Engedan, it hurt him a little on the leg ; upon
which he thruft it through with his lance, as others did
after,and it then fell dead before its wounded mother, whom
it had {o aflc(tionately detended. 1t was about the fize of
an afs, but round, big-belhed, and heavily made; and was
{fo tfurious, and unruly, that it would eafily have broken the
legr exther of man or horfe, could 1t have overtaken them,
and joftled againft them properly.

HERE
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‘Hegrk is an example of a beaft (a young one too) poflefling
abftraéted fentiments to a very high degree. By its flight on
the firft appearance of the hunters,itis plain it apprehended
danger to itfelf, it alfo refle¢ted upon that of its mother,
which was the caufe of its return to her aflitance. This
affeétion or duty, or let us call it any thing we pleafe, ex-
cept inftinét, was ftronger than the fear of danger; and it
muft have conquered that fear by refletion before it re-
turned, when it refolved to make its beft and laft efforts,
for it never attempted to fly afterwards. I freely forgive
that part of my readers, who know me and themfelves f{o
lictle, as to think I believe it worth my while to play the
mountebank, for the great honour of diverting them; an
honour far from being of the firft rate in my efteem. If
they fhould fhew, in this place, a degree of doubt, that,
foronce, I am making ufe of the privilege of travellers, and
dealing a little in the marvellous, it would be much more
to the credit of their difcernment, than their prodigious
{cruples about the reality or poflibility of eating raw flefh;
a thing that has becn recorded by the united teftimony of
all that ever vifited Abyflinia for thefe two hundred years,
has nothing unreafonable in itfelf, though contrary to our
pradtice in other cafes; and can only be called in queftion
now, through weaknefs, 1ignorance, or an intemperate de-
fire to find fault, by thofe that believed that a man could

get into a quart bottle.

WuaT I relate of the young clephant contains difficulties
of another kind; though I am very well perfuaded fome
will fwallow it ealily, who cannot digeft the raw flefh. In
both inftances I adhere firictly ro the truth; and I beg leave

to aflurc thofe fcrupulous readers, that it they knew their
author,
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author, they would think that his baving invented a Iie,
folely for the pleafure of diverting them, was much more
ithprobable than cither of the two foregoing fatts. He
places his merit in having accomplithed thefe travels in ge-
neral, not ip being prefent at any one incident during the
courfe of them; the believing of which can refleét no
particular honour upon himfelf, nor the difbelieving i
any fort of difgrace in the minds of hberal and unpreju.
diced men. It is for thefe only he would wifh to write,

and thefe are the anly perfons who can profit from his nar.
rative.

Tux Agageers having procured as much meat as would
maintain them a long time, could not be perfuaded to con-
tinue the hunting any longer. Part of them remained
with the fhe-elephant, which feemed to be the fatteft ; tho’
the one they killed firft was by much the moft valuable,on
account of its long teeth. It was ftill alive, nor did it feem
an ealy operation to kill it, without the aflifftance of our

Agageers, even though it was totally helplefs, except with
its trunk.

WE fought about for the buffaloes and rhinocerofes ; but
though there was plenty of both in the neighbourhood,
we could not find them ; our noife and fhooting in the
morning having probably fcared them away. One rhino-
ceros only was {cen by a fervant. We returned in the
cevening to a great fire, and lay all night under the fhade
of trees. Here we faw them feparate the great tecth of
the elephant from the head, by roafting the jaw-boncs on
the fire, till the lower, thin, and hollow part of the teeth

4 werc
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were nearly confumed ; and then they come out eafily, the
thin part being of no value.

Tue next morning we were on horfeback by the dawn
of day in fearch of the rhinoceros, many of which we had
heard make a very deep groan and cry as the morning ap-
proached ; feveral of the Agageers then joined us, and after
we had fearched about an hour in the very thickeft part
of the wood, one of them rufhed out with great violence,
crofling the plain towards a wood of canes that was about
two miles diftance. But though he ran, or rather trotted,
with furprifing f{pced, confidering his bulk, he was, in a
very little time, transfixed with thirty or forty javelins; which
{fo confounded him, that he left his purpofe of going to the
wood, and ran into a deep hole, ditch, or ravine, a c«/ de fac,
without outlet, breaking above a dozen of the javelins as
he entered. Here we thought he was caught as in a trap,
for he had {carce room to turn ; when a fervant, who had
a gun, f{tanding direétly over him, fired at his head, and
the animal fell immediately, to all appearance dead. All
thofe on foot now jumped in with their knives to cut
him up, and they had {carce begun, when the animal
recovered {o far as torife upon his knees ; happy then was
the man that cfcaped firft; and had not onc of the Aga-
geers, who was him{elf engaged in the ravine, cut the finew
of the hind-leg as he was retreating, there would have been
a very forrowful account of the foot-hunters that day.

Arter having difpatched him, I was curious to fee what
wound the fhot had given, which had operated {o violently
upon fo huge an animal ; and I doubted not it was in the
brain, But it had ftruck him nowhere but upon the point of

Vou. 1V, Qq the
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the foremoft horn, of which it had carried off above an.
inch ; and this occafioned a concuffion that had ftunned
him for a minute, till the bleeding had recovered him. I
preferved the horn from curiofity, and have it now by me*,
I faw evidently the ball had touched no other part of the
beaft.

WHIiLE we were bufy with the rhinoceros, Ammonios
joined us. A meflage from the king had carried away
Azage Kyrillos the fecretary. Two other meflengers had
arrived from the queen, one to Ayto Confu, and another to
Qzoro Efther; and it was Ozoro Efther’s commands to her
{fon, to leave the hunting and return. There was no reme-
dy but to obey; Ammonios, however, wanted to have his
part of the hunting; and the country people told us, that
multitudes of buffaloes were to be found a little to the
weftward, where there were large trees and ftanding pools
of water. We agreed then % hunt homeward, without be-
ing over-folicitous about returming early.

WE had not gone far before a wild boar arofe between
me and Ayto Engedan, which I immediately killed with my
javelin. Before he, on his horfe, came up to it, another of
its companions fhared the fame fate about a quarter of an
hour after. This was the fport I had been many years ufed
to in Barbary, and was infinitely more dextrous at it than
any of the prefent company; this put me more upon a par
with my companions, who had not failed to laugh at me,

upon my horfe’s refufal to carry me near either to the ele-
phant

#® See the article Rhinoceros in the Appendix.
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phant or rhinoceros. Nobody would touch the carcafe of
the boar after it was dead, being an animal which 1s cott-

fidered as unclean. !

AMMONIOs was a-man of approved courage and condudt,
and had been in all the wars of Ras Michael, and was pla-
ced about Ayto Confu, to lead the troops, curb the prefump-
tion, and check the impetuofity of that youthful warrior. He
was tall, and aukwardly made ; flow in fpeech and motion,
fo much as even to excite ridicule ; about fixty years of age,
and more corpulent than the Abyflinians generally are; in
a word, as pedantic and grave in his manner as it 1s pof-
fible to exprefs. He {pent his whole leifure time in reading
the {cripture, nor did he willingly difcourfe of any thing
elfe. He had been bred a foot-foldier; and, though he
rode as well as many of the Abyflinians, yet, having long
ftirrup-leathers, with iron rings at the end of them, into
which he put his naked toe-only, inftead of flirrups, he
had no ftrength or agility on horfeback, nor was his bridle
{fuch as could command his horfe to ftop, or wind and turn
fharply among trees, though he might make a tolerable
figure on a plain.

A Boagr, roufed on our right, had wounded a horfe and
a footman of Ayto Confu, and then efcaped. Two buffaloes
were found by thofe on the right, onc of which wounded a
horfe likewife. Ayto Confu, Engedan, Guebra Mariam,
and myfelf, killed the other with equal fhare of merit, with-
out being 1n any fort of danger. All this was in little more
than an hour, when our fport feemed to be at the beft:
our horfes wcre confiderably blown, not tired, and, though
we were beating homewards, ftill we wcere looking very

Qq 2 keenly
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keenly for more game. Ammonios was on the left among
the buthes, and fome large, beautiful, tall {preading-trees,
clofe on the banks of the river Bedow), which ftands there
in pools. Whether the buffalo found Ammonios, or Am-
monios the buffalo, is what we could never get him to ex-
plain to us; but he had wounded the beaft flightly in the
buttock, which, in return, had gored his horfe, and thrown
both him and it to the ground. Luckily, however, his
cloak had fallen off, which the buffalo tore in pieces, and
employed himfelf for a minute with that and with the
horfe, but then left them, and followed the man as foon as
he faw him rife and run. Ammonios got behind one large
tree, and from that to.another ftill larger. The buffalo
turned very aukwardly, but kept clofe in purfuit; and there
was no doubt he would have worn our friend out, who was
not ufed to fuch quick motion. Ayto Engedan, who was
near him, and might have aflifted him, was laughing, ready
to die at the droll figure 2 man of Ammonios’s grave car-
riage made, running and f{kipping about naked, with a
fwiftnefs he had never practifed all his life before ; and En-
gedan continued calling to Confu to partake of the diver-

fion.

Tue moment I heard his repeated cries, I galloped out
of the buthes to the place where he was, and could not
help laughing at the ridiculous figure of our friend, very
attentive to the beaft’s motions, which feemed to dodge with
great addrefs, and kcep to his adverfary with the utmot
obftinacy. As {oonas IEngedan faw me, he cried, “ Yagoubc!
for thce love of Chnil! for the love of the blefled Virgin!
don’t interfere till Confu comes up.” Confu immediatcly

arrived, and laughed more than Engedan, but did not of
ter-
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fer to interfere: on the contrary, he clapped his hands,
and cried, * Well done, Ammonios," {fwearing he never {aw
fo equal.a match in his life. The unfortunate Ammo-
nios had been driven from tree to tree, till he had got be-
hind one within a few yards of the water; but the bruth-
wood upon the banks, and his attention to the buffalo,
hindered him from feeing how far it was below him. No-
thing could be more ridiculous than to fee him holding
the tree with both his hands, peeping firlt one way, and
then another, to fee by which the beaft would turn. And
well he might be on his guard; for the animal was ab{o-
lutely mad, tofling up the ground with his feet both be-
fore and behind. * Sir, faid I, to Ayto Confu, this will be
but an ugly joke to-night, if we bring home that man’s
corpfe, killed in the very midft of us, while we were
looking on.” Saying this, I parted at a canter behind the
trees, crying to Ammonios to throw himfelf into the
water, when I fhould ftrike the beaft; and feeing the
buffalo’s head turned from me, at full fpeed I ran the
{pcar into the lower part of his belly, through his whole
inteftines, till it came out above a foot on the other fide,
and there I left it, with a view to hinder the Dbuffalo from

turning. It was a {fpear which, though {mall in the hcad,
had a ftrong, tough, {feafoned fhaft, which did not brecak by
ftriking it againft the trces and bufhes, and it pained and
impcded the animal’s motions, till Ammonios quitting the
tree, dathed through the bufhes with fome difliculty, and
threw himfelf into the river. But here a danger occurred
thatI had not forefcen. The pocl was very deep, and
Ammonios ceuld not fwim; fo that though he cfcaped
from the buflalo, he would infallibly have been drowned,

1 had
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had he not caught hold of fome ftrong roots of a tree,
fhooting out of the bank ; and there he lay in perfet fafe.
ty from the enemy, till our fervants went round, and

brought him out of the pool on the further fide.

IN the mean time, the buffalo, mortally wounded, feeing
his enemy had efcaped, kept his eyes intent upon us, who
were about forty yards from him, walking backwards to-
wards us, with intent to turn fuddenly upon the neareft
horfe ; when Ayto Confu ordered two men with guns to
thoot him through the head, and he inftantly fell. The two
we firft killed were females ; this laft was a bull, and one
of the largeft, confefledly, that had ever been feen. Though
not fat, I guefs he weighed nearer fifty than forty ftone, His
horns from the root, following the line of their curve, were
about fifty-two inches, and nearly nine where thickeft in
the circumference. They were flat, not round. Ayto Con-
fu ordered the head to be cut off, and cleared of its flefh, fo
that the horns and fkeleton of the head only remained ; this
he hung up 1n his great hall among the proboifces of ele-
phants, and horns of rhinocerofes, with this infcription 1n
his own language, “ Yagoube the Kipt killed this upon the Bedowi.

We were now within fight of home, to which we went
ftraight without further hunting. Neither the ridicule nor
the condolence of the young men could force one word
from Ammonios; only when I afked him whether or not
he was hurt, he anfwered from the fcripture, “ He that lo-
“ veth danger, fhall perifh in it.” But at night Ozoro Efther,
either really or feignedly, exprefling herfelf as difpleafed
with her fon Ayto Confu, Ammonios, who loved the young

man fincerely, could not bear to be the occafion of this; fo
3 that
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that all refolved itfelf into mirth and joke. What added to the
merriment was, that the meffengers from the Iteghe brought
a large increafe to our ftock of brandy ; but brought alfo
pofitive orders, both from her and the king, to Ozoro Either,
to determine me, by all poflible means, to return to Gondar,

or clfe to repair thither inftantly herfelf.

Tue evening of the day whereon we fet out to hunt,
fome men arrived from Ras el Feel, fent by Yafine, with
camels for our baggage, nothing but mules being ufed at
Tcherkin. They brought word, that the Shangalla were
down near the Tacazzé, {o that now was the time to pafs
without fear ; that Abd el Jeleel, the former Shum of Ras el
Feel, Yafine’s mortal enemy, had been {een lurking in the
country near Sancaho; but as he bad only four men,and
was himf{elf a known coward, it was not probable he would
attempt any thing againft us, though 1t would be always

better that we kept on our guard.

TcuerkiN has a market on Saturdays, in which raw cot-
ton, cattle, honey, and coarfe cotton cloths are fold. The
Shangalla formerly molefted Tcherkin greatly, but for thirty
years paft they had done little damage. The {mall-pox ra-
ged fo violently for a number of years among them, that it
has greatly diminifhed their numbers, and confequently
their power of troubling their ncighbours. At Tcherkin
we {aw a prodigious quantity of black {corpicns, of a very
{mall kind, feldom in the houfes, but chiefly hid under
ftones ; feveral ot our pcople were ftung by them, but no
other mifchicf followed, but a fmall fwelling, and a com-
plaint of cold in the part, which went away in a few

hours..
FrROM
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FroM the defcent of Moura, after leaving Debra Tzai, an(
Kofcam, all was thick woods till we arrived at Tcherkin ;
~ the.roads very rugged and broken, but the weather was
exceedingly pleafant; for though the thermometer was
fometimes at 115° it was always cool in the thade; and
by the fide of every river there was a frefh gentle breeze
from N. E. efpecially at mid-day. The mornings were al.
ways calm, or with little wind at N. E. It regularly chan.
ged about nine to N. W. and then fell calm. About four in
the afternoon it generally was at weft or near it; but two
currents were conftantly diftinguifhed at fiight; the lower
N. E. veering eafterly towards morning; while the white
fmall clouds very thin and high, coming very rapidly from
the S. W. thewed the direction and ftrength of the higher
current. The mornings and nights were cloudy from the
the firft of January, but the days perfeétly ferene.

OnN Wedne{day the eighth of January, having retified my
quadrant with great attention, I found the latitude of Tcher-
kin, by a meridian altitude of the fun, to be 13° 7” 30" N.;
and taking a mean between that and the meridian altitude
of eleven diflerent ftars, the following night, I found the true
latitude of Tcherkin Amba to be 13° 7 35” north, But though
from that time I was rcady to dcpart, I could not poflibly
get difengaged from my friends, but by a compofition, which
was, that I thould ftay till the 15th, the day before Ozoro
Efther and her company were to {et out on their return to
Gondar; and that they, on their part, thould fufler me to
depart on that day, without further perfwafion, or throwing
any obftacle whatever 1n my way. The king had recom-
mendcd to them this {ort of agreement, if I was obflinate,
and this being fettled, we abandoned ourfelves to mirth and
feftivity.

CHAD
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CHAP IL

From Teberkin to Hor-Cacamoot, in Ras el Feel—dccount of itm—T ranf~

altions there.

N the 15th of January, at a quarter paft eight in the

morning, we left Tcherkin, and entered immediately
into thick woods ; but proceeded very flowly, the road
being bad and unknown, if it could be called a road, and
our camels overloaded. About an hour afterwards we pafled
a fmall village of elephant hunters on our right, and our
courfe was ftraight north, through dark thick woods, over-
grown with long grafs, till at half an hour paft ten we
came to another fmall village clofe on our right. 'We then
turned N. W. and continued in that dire¢tion, pafling feve-
ral villages, all of elephant hunters, and moftly Mahome-
tans. At threc quarters after twelve we came to a fmall
river which runs W. N, W. and falls into the Germa ; here

Vou. 1V, Rr we
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we refted. At ten minutes paft one we fet out again, thro’
the thickeft and moft impenetrable woods I ever faw ; ang
at-half paft four we encamped about two miles weft of Am.
ba Daid, a fmall village of elephant hunters, often deftroy.
ed by the Shangalla, but now lately rebuilt, and ftrength.
ened by Agageers and their families under prote&ion of
Ayto Confu. We went not to the village, for the fake of a
fmall brook which we had found here, running north, and
falling into the Angrab.

On~ the 16th, at half after feven in the morning we re-
fumed our journey, going weftward ; about an hour and a
half afterwards we arrived at the Germa, a large river which
runs N. N. W. and falls into the Angrab; and a quarter
after nine we pafled the Germa, and going N. W, through
the very thickeft woods, came to Dabdo, a hill almoft de-
ferted, its inhabitants having been fo frequently deftroyed.
by the Pagan Shangalla.

At twenty minutes paft ten, ftill going through the
thickelt woods, and ground all opened by the heat of the
fun, we found, in a grafly marfh, a pretty abundant {pring
of foul water. This is the refort of the hunters of the
clephant, as alfo of their rivals and encmies the Shangalla;
and here much human blood has been fhed by people
whofe occupation and intention, when they went from
home, wcre that of flaying the wild beafts only. The Baafa
or Dobena Shangalla, poflefs the country which lies about
four days journey N. E. from thuis,

ATt a quarter paft cleven we came to the river Terkwa;

which, after running N. W, falls into the Angrab; it then
| ftood
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flood in large deep pools ; the banks were covered with tall
green grafs ; the tafte of the water foul, and earthy. At
twelve we pafled the river Terkwa ; and going north, about
an hour after we came tothe Dongola,running eaft and weft;
and an hour after that to Jibbel Myrat river, which, running
eaft and weft, was once the boundary between Sennaar and
Abyflinia. Hiftory does not tell us when thefe boundaries
were altered, or upon what occafion. It was probably upon
the firft invafion that new ones were fettled. It thould {feem
that the Abyflinians had then the better of Nubia; for a
large acceflion of territory was ceded by the latter to
the former. A few minutes after we came to the river
Woodo, larger than the laft. It has a rocky bottom, and
is full of {fmall fith of a brownifh and filver colour. Where
we crofifed, it runs from weft to eaft, and falls into the An-
grab. There we pafled the night, not without alarms, as
frefh foot-fteps in the fand were very plainly difcovered,
which, by the length of the foot, and the largenefs of the
heels, our people pronounced were {urely Shangalla ; but
nothing difaftrous appeared all night.

ON the 17th, before feven in the morning we were again
upon our journey, our direction N. and N. W. winding to
due Weft. Andoval mountain ftood W. N, W. diftant from
us four miles. At forty minutes paft eight, going due weft,
Andoval mountain lay to the north of us; and Awafla
mountains to the fouth. This is a ridge which, coming from
the north, ftretches fouth to Dabda, and Abra Amba. An-
doval mountain is a fmall pointed pcek, which conftitutes
the north end of them. We halted here a few minutes,
and refumed our route to the weftward, and N, W, till we

Rr2 came
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came to Sancaho, at half an hour paft one, and there we
refted.

§aNcAHO 1s an-old frontier territory. of Abyflinia, The
town may confift of about 3oco huts or houfiés, neatly buik
of canes, and curioufly thatched with leaves of the fame,
It rifes in the midft of a plain, and refembles in thape T'cher.
kin Amba, though much larger; a confiderable diftri& ail
around belongs to it, of wilds and woaods, f fuch as thefe,
abandoned entirely to wild beaits, can be {aid to belong o
any man. The eaft end flopes with rather a fteep defcent
into the plain; and through that is a2 narrow wirding road,
feemingly the work of art, being obflruted at turns by
huge ftones, and at different ftages, for the purpofe of de-
fence by guns or arrows ; all the other fides of the rock are
perpendicular precipices. The inhabitants of the town are
Baafa, a race of Shangalla, converted to the Mahometan re.
ligion; itis an abfolute government, has a nagareet or
kettle-drum for proclamations, yet is underftood to be in.
ferior to Ras el Feel, and dependent on 1t § and always {ub-
je¢t to that nobleman, who 1s Kafmati of Ras el Feel, fuch
as Ayto Confu then was, after he had refumed his govern-
ment at my departure, though during my ftay in Abyflinia
it had devolved upon me by his furrendering it.

GimBaro, the Erbab or cliief of Sancaho, was the talleft
and ftouccit man of his nation; about fix feet fix inches
high, and ftrongly made in proportion ; hunted always on
foot ; and was faid, among his people, to have fingly kill-
" ed elephants with one blow of his fpcar. The features of
his face jnight well be called hideous ; he paid his part of

the revenue in buffaloes hides, of which the beft thields were
made ;,
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made ; and with elephamts teeth, and rhinoceros’s horns,
ufed for the handles of the crooked knives, which the Abyf-
§nians carry at their girddes. All the inhabitants of 8an-

raho are bunters of elephants. It is ¢heir principal food.
Erbab Gimbaro came with Yafine, and brought more than

himfelf. I had, hewever, taken confiderable notice of him;
and at kis earnefl defire carried him into thetent, and thew-
ed him the king,

WE encamped at the battom aof the hill on the fouth-weft
dfide of the town, on the banks of the river, which rifes in
the mountains fix miles off to the fouth, and encompafies
the half of the hill where Sancaho ftands; after which it
turns northward, but was now mottly dry. While we were
pitching our tent, I fent one of Yafine’s men to order Gim-
baro to {end us the ufual quantity of provifion for ourfelves
and camels, and told him alfo, that my camcls were few in.
number, and weak ; defliring he would fend two, or one at
Jeaft, which fhould be {tated in his defcar, or account of
rent, for that year. [ was aftonifhed to fee Yafine’s men
return, bringing with them only a woolly-headed black,
the Erbab’s {on, as 1t {cemed, who, with great freedom and
pertnefs, and in very good Ambharic, faid, “ My father {a-
lutes you ; if ye eat what he cats, ye fhall be very welcome.”
I atked him, What that was ?—He faid, “ Elephant killed yefs
terday; and as for camcls ye demand, he tells you he has
none ; elephants are his camels, and rhinocerofes are his
mules,”

AyTo
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AyTo Conrv’s fervants, who heard this meflage deliver.
ed, and who were as defirous of getting over this journey
to Ras el Feel as I was, advifed me to go with him up the
hill to the town, and expoftulate with the Erbab, who, he
faid, would be afthamed to refufe. Accordingly, I armed
myfelf with a pair of piftols at my girdle, with a fufil and
bayonet in my hand ; and took with me two fervants with
their piftols alfo, each carrying a large fhip-blunderbufs.
‘We mounted the hill with great difficulty, being feveral
times obliged to pull up one another by the hands, and en-
tered into a large room about fifty feet long. It was all
hung round with elephants heads and trunks, with fkele-
tons of the heads of fome rhinocerofes, and of monftrous
hippopotami, as alfo feveral heads of the giraffa. Some
jarge lion fkins were thrown on feveral parts of the room,
like carpets; and Gimbaro ftood upright at one end of it
naked, only a {fmall cloth about his middle; the largeft
man I ever remembered to have feen, perfetly black, flat-
nofed, thick-lipped, and -woolly-headed ; and feemed to be
a perfe& picture of thofe Cannibal giants which we read of
as inhabiting enchanted caftles in fairy tales.

He did not feem to take notice at my firft entering the
room, nor till I was very near him. He then came auk-
wardly forward, bowing, endeavouring to kifs my hand,
which I withdrew from him, and faid in a firm voice, “ I
apprchend, Sir, you do not know me.” He bowed and faid
he did, but did not conccive, at the time, 1t was mec that en-
camped at the brook. * You did know, Sir, when you fent
your fon with Yafine’s fecrvant, and you know that you arc
confiderably in my debt. Befides, if you had any gratitude,

vou would remember the arrcars I remirted you, and the pre-
{fents
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fents I made you when at Serbraxos, even though you mif-
behaved there. Your meflage to me while below at the ri-
ver was the language of a rebel. Are you willing ro be
declared in rebellion?” He faid, “ By ‘'no means; he had
always been a faithful fervant to Ayto Confu, Ras Michael,
and the king, and had come to Serbraxos upon receiving the
firft order, and would obey whatever I thould command.”
“ Then pay me the meery you owe me, and begin firft by
bringing two camels.” “ He faid, he never refufed the ca-
mels, and the meflage he fent was but in {port.” * And was
it {fport too, Sir, faid I, when you faid you would fend me-
the fleth of elephants to eat? Did you ever knowa Chriftian
eat any fort of fleth that a Mahometan killed ?* He an{wer-
ed, No; and begging my pardon, promifed he would fend
me bread and honey, and the camels thould be ready in the
morning.” They muft be ready to-night, faid I, and before
night too; for I am to difpatch a fervant this evening to Ay-
to Confu to complain of your behaviour, as I do not know
what you may meditate againft us in our way to Ras el
Feel.” He begged now, in the moft earneft manner, I would
not complain ; and faid, he would have all his {pies out to
the eaftward, that not a Shangalla thould pafs to moleft us,
without our being informed of them. Some of his princi-
pal people now interfering, I confented to forget and for-
give what had pafled. We then ate bread, and drank beer,

to fhow the reconciliation was fincere, and fo the aflair
ended.

AsouT fix in the evening came two flrong camels, and
about thirty loaves of bread made of Dora; two large wheat
loaves for me, as alfo a jar of wild honcy, of excellent fla-
vour, and with thefe a prefent to Ayto Confu’s fervant.

4 On
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On the 18th, about fix in the morning, Erbab Gimbarg,
coming down to.our tent, brought thirty loaves of Dora ag
before, and four of wheat, for the journey ; and we had al.
ready enough of honey, upon which we breakfafted with
the Erbab, who, to confirm the friendfhip, took two or three
glafles of ftrong {pirits, which put him into excellent hy.
mour. His fon, too, that he might atone for his laft nighe's
mifbehaviour, brought a better camel than any we had feen,
and exchanged it for one of thofe that came yefterday in
the evening. I, on the other hand, gave him a cotton cloth,
and fome trifles, which made him perfetly happy ; and we
parted in the moft cordial friendthip poflible, after having
made a promife that, at my return, I thould ftay a week at
Sancaho to hunt the elephant and rhinoceros.

Berore leaving Sancaho, I had an opportunity of verify-
ing a fact hitherto doubtful in natural hiftory. Mr Haffel-
quift, the Swedifh traveller, when at Cairo, faw the fkins of
two giraffos ftuffed, which came from Sennaar. He gives
as minute a defcription as poflible he could from feeing the
ikins only ; but fays nothing about the horns, becaufe I
{fuppofe he did not fee them ; on which account the doubt
remained undecided, whether the giraffo’s horns were folid
as the deer’s, and caft every year; or whether they were
hollow, atrached to a core, or bone, like thofe of theep, and
confequently permanent. The Count de Buffon conjeftures
them to be of this laft kind, and fo I found them. They
are twilled in all refpects like the horns of an antelope.

AT ten minutes paft eight we fet out from Sancaho; but
my people took it into their heads, that, notwithftanding the
fair behaviour ot Erbab Gimbaro, he intended to lay fome

3 . ambufh
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ambuth to cut us off, and rob us on the way. For my part,
I was very well fatisfied of the contrary ; but this did not hin-

der them from forfaking the accuftomed road, and getting
among a thick wood of canes; we were obliged to cut our
way out of them when our direction was weft, or to the

fouthward of weft. They were alfo afraid of Abd el Jileel.

ATt ten minutes paft eleven we crofled the Bedowi,
which we had pafled twice before ; at half paft eleven we
croffed it again, travelling fouthward; and a quarter
after twelve we were {o entangled with woods, and fo fa-
tigued with cutting the way for our camels, that we thought
we fhould get no further. We had, however, continued
till three quarters paft one 1n a direction {fouth-eaft, at which
time we wcre not above five miles from Sancaho; and, at
half paft two, had turned fouth-weft on the banks of the
large river Tokoor-Ohha, which fignifies the Black River.
It comes from the mountains of Awafla on the fouth-eaft,
and, after winding confiderably, it falls into the Guangue,

about eight miles from Guanjook.

Toxoor-OdHA 1s a river famous for the number of buf-
faloes that are upon its banks, which are covered with large
beautiful thady-trecs, all of a hard red wood, called Den-
gul Sibber, or Breaker of Stones. They had ncither fruit
nor flower on them at this time, by which we mightjudge
to what tribe they belong ; but they are not ebony, which
n this country is known by the namc of Zop¢.

On the 19th, at three quarters paft fix we left our ftation
on Tokoor river, which we crofled about a quarter of an

hour after, our direction being ncarly S. W. ‘Ihe territory
Vor. IV, S { here
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here is called Gilmaber, from Gilma, a {mall village a mjle
and a half diftant to the fouthward. Gilmaber is about 2
mile and a half long, full of tall canes. From the time
we left Tokoor river, we had been followed by a lion, or
rather preceded by one, for it was generally a fmall gun.
fhot before us; and wherever it came to a bare fpot, it
would fit down and grumble as if it meant to difpute the
way with us. Our beafts trembled, and were all covered
with fweat, and could {carcely be kept on the road. As
there {feemed to be but one remedy for this difficulty, I
took a long Turkifth rifled gun, and crawling under a bank
as near as poflible, thot it in the body, fo that it fell from
the bank on the road before us, quite dead, and even with-
out mufcular motion. It proved tobe a large lionefs. All
the people in this country eat the fleth of lions; as [ have
{een fome tribes* in Barbary do likewife. We left the lion-
efs to the inhabitants of the neighbouring village, fkin
and all; for we were {o tired with this day’s journey, that
we could not be at the pains of {kinning her.

A rew minutes after this we pafled the river Gilma, twice,
which runs to the northward. At half paft nine we joined
Dabda road, and a few minutes after croffed the Quartuc-
ca, a fmall river running north.

THe country here becomes more open, for the thick
woods have {fmall plains between them. In the entrance
of a wood we found a man that had been murdered, and

that very lately, as the wild beafts had not yet begun
to

% Welled Sidi Boogannim at Hydra. Sce Shaw’s Travels.
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to touch the body ; he had been ham-ftrung, and his throat
cut, a performance probably of the neighbouring Shangal-
la. At fifty minutes paft ten, our route being weft, we
pafled under a hill a quarter of a mile on our right, upon
which is a village called Salamgué. At a quarter paft ele-
ven we crofled the fmall river of Kantis ; and a quarter of an
hour afterwards we afcended a hill upon which ftands a
village of that name, inhabited by Mahometan Shangalla
of the tribe of Baafa.

On the 20th we proceeded but a mile and a half; our
beafts and ourfelves being equally fatigued, and our cloaths
torn all torags. Guanjook is a very delightful {pot by the
river fide ; fmall woods of very high trees inter{perfed with
very beautiful lawns; feveral fields alfo cultivated with
cotton ; variety of game (efpecially Guinea fowls, in great
abundance) and, upon every tree, perroquets, of all the dif-
ferent kinds and colours, compoie the beauties of Guan-
jook. 1 faw no parrots, and {fuppofe there were none ; but
on firing a gun, the firft probably ever heard in thofe
woods, there was {uch a fcreaming of other birds on all
fides, fome flying to the place whence the noife came, and
fome flying from it, that it was impoflible to hear di-
ftinctly any other found. It was at this place that I fhot
that curious bird called the Erkoom * in Amhara; the

Abba Gumba, in Tigré; and here at Guanjook, Teir ¢/ Naciba,
or the Bird of Deftiny.

On the 22d, at three quarters paft fix we left Guanjook,
and a few minutes after pafled a fmall river called Gum-

S{2 bacca,

T e g g
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" Sce the article Erkoom in the Appendix.
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bacca, and afterwards the river Tokoor. At half an hour
paft eight we refed there, and three howrs after came to
the Guangue. The Guaague i3 the hrgeR river we had
feen in Abyflinia except the Nile and Taccazé. It rifes near
Tchelga, or between Tchelga and Nara. It joins the Tacaz.
z¢ in the Barabra, in the kingdom of Sennaar. The two
rivers when joined are called the Atbara, which gives its
name to the province. It abounds with hippopotami, and
crocodiles, chiefly the former, which however we thought
were moftly fmaller than thofe of the Nile,

AT a quarter after on¢ we ¢ame to Mariam-Ohha, and
at half paft three arrived at Hor-Cacamoot. Hor in that
country fignifies the dry deep bed of a torrent, which has
ceafed to run ; and Cacamoot, the thade of death; fo that
Yafine’s village, where we now took up our quarters, is call-
ed the Valley of the Shadow of Death: A bad omen for
weak and wandering travellers as we were, furrounded by
a mulutude of dangers, and fo far from home, that there
feemed to be but one that could bring us thither. We truft-

ed in Him, and He did deliver us.

Hor-Cacamoor is fituated in a plain in the midft of a
wood, {o much only of which has been cleared away as
to make room for the miferable huts of which it confiits,
and for the fmall {pots of ground on which they fow ma-
fhilla, or maize, to furnith them with bread. Their other
food confifts entirely of the fleth of the elephant and rhino-
ceros, and chiefly of the former; for the trouble of hunt-
ing the elephant is not greater than chafing the rhinoceros,
and the differcnce of gain is much {fuperior. The clephant

has a greater quantity of better flefh, while his large teeth
3 are
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are very valuable, and afford a ready price everywhere. The
inhabitants being little acquainted with the ufe of fire-arms,
the fmaller game, of the deer kind, are not much molefted,
unlefs by the wild Shangalla, who make ufe of bows and
arrows, {o that thefe animals are increafed beyond imagi-

nation.

Ras L Feer confifted once of thirty-nine villages. All
the Arabs of Atbara reforted to them with butter, honey,
horfes, gald, and many other commodities ; and the Shekh
of Atbara, living upon the frontier of Sennaar, entertained a
conftant good correfpondence with the Shekh of Ras el Feel,
to whom he fent yearly a Dongola horfe, two razors, and
two dogs. The Shekh of Ras el Feel, in return, gave him a
mule and a female flave; and the effet of this intercourfe
was to keep all the intermediate Arabs 1n their duty.

Since the expedition of Yafous Il againft Sennaar, no
peace has ever {ubdifted between the two ftates; on the con-
trary, all the Arabs that aflifted the king, and were defeat-
ed with him, pay tribute no longer to Sennaar, burt live on
the frontiers of Abyflinia, and are proteted there. he
two chiefs of Atbara, and Ras el Feel, underftand one ano-
ther perfectly, and give the Arabs no trouble; and, if they
pay therr rent to cither, 1t 1s divided berween both. It was
through the mcans of thefe Arabs the king of Aby{linia’s
army was furnifthed, as we have fcen, with heavy horfes
and 1t was in confequence of my depending on this fricnd-
thip with the Sheckh of Teawa, that I attempted going thro’
that province to Sennaar,

HOMIL UMY
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SoMmerime before I left Gondar I had been threatened
with an attack of the dyfentery. At my arrival at Hor-
‘Cacamoot it grew worfe, and had many unpromifing fymp.
toms, when | was cured by the advice and application of a
common Shangalla, by means of a thrub called Wooginoos*,
growing very common in thofe parts, the manner of ufing
which he taught me.

THE country, from Tcherkin to Ras el Feel, or Hor-Caca-
moot, is all a black earth, called Mazaga, which {fome authors
have taken for the name of the province. However, the
word Mazaga, in the language of the country, fignifies fat,
loofe, black earth, or mold, fuch as all that ftripe of land
from 13° to 16° of latitude 1s compofed of, at leaft till you
reach to the deferts of Atbara, where the rains end. Ras
el Feel is, I fuppofe, one of the hotteft countries in the
known world. On the 1ft day of March, at three o’clock in
the afternoon, Fahrenheit’s thermometer, in the thade, was
114°, which was at 61° at {fun-rife, and 82° at fun-fet. And
yet this exceflive heat did not make a proportional impref-
fion upon our feelings. The evenings, on the contrary, ra-
ther feemed cold, and we could hunt at mid-day. And this
I conftantly obferved 1n this {fultry country, that, what was
hot by the glafs, never appeared to carry with it any thing
proportionate in our fenfations.

Ras eL FeeL formerly paid 400 ounces of gold, which 1s
4000 crowns ; Sancaho paid 10o. But trade having decrca-
fed, fince the expedition of Yafous II, to Scnnaar, without

the
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* Sce the article Wooginoos in the Appendix.
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the king’s demand being leffened, many people have left it,
and are gone to Tcherkin.

I nave feveral times, in the courfe of this work, taken
notice of a black nation called Shangalla, who f{urrround
all the N. N. W. and N. E. of Abyflinia, by a belt {carcely
fixty miles broad. This is called by the Aby{linians, Kolla,
or the Hot Country, which 1s likewife one of their names
for hell. Two gaps, or {paces, made for the fake of com-
merce, in this belt, the one at Tchelga, the other at Ras el
Feel, have been fertled and poflefled by ftrangers, to keep
thefe Shangalla in awe; and here the cuftom-houfes were
placed, for the mutual intereft of both kingdoms, before all
intercourfe was interrupted by the impolitic expedition of
Yafous againft Sennaar. Ras el Feel divides this nation of
woolly-headed blacks into two, the one weft below Kuara,
and bordering on Fazuclo (part of the kingdom of Sen-
naar) as alfo on the country of Agows. Thefe are the
Shangalla that traflic in gold, which they find in the carth,
where torrents have fallen from the mountains ; for there
1s no fuch thing as mines in any part of their country nor
any way of colleting gold but this ; nor is there any gold
found in Abyilinia, however confidently this has becen ad-
vanced ; ncicher is there gold brought into that kingdom
from any other quarter but this which we are now fpcak-
ing of ; notwithftanding all the mifreprefentations of the
millionaries to make the attempts to fubdue this king-
dom appcar more lucrative and lefs ridiculous to Kuro-
pean princes. ‘The other nation, on the fronticrs of
Kuara, has Ras ¢l Feel on the caft, about three days.
journey from the Cacamoot. The natives are called Gan-

3 jar;,
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jar; a very numerous and formidable nation of hunters,
confiting of feveral thoufand horfé. The origin of thefe
is faid to have been, that when the Funge (or black nation
now occupying Sennaar) difpofiefled the . Arabs from tha;
part of the cbuntry, the black-flaves that were in fervice
among thefe Arabs, all fled and todk pofleflion of the dif-
tri¢ts they now hold ; where they have greatly increafed
in numbers, and continue independent to this day. They
are the natural enemies of Ras el Feel, and much blood hag
been fhed between them, from makmg inroads one upon
the other, murdermig the men and carrying their women
into {lavery. Yafine, however, had become too fitrong for
them, by the afliftance of Ayto Confu, and they had offered
to aflit the king at the campaign of Serbraxos. But they
were found not fit to be trufted, {o were fent away, under
pretence that they fhould attack Coque Abou Barea govern-
or of Kuara for the rebels, and hinder him from coming
to their afliftance ; and even this they did not do.

Tae titde of their chief is Sheba, which fignifies the Old
Man. His refidence 1s called Cathumo, by his own people;
and Dendy Kolla, by the Abyflinians of Kuara. Yaline,
however, was now at peace with them, without which our
journey would fcarce have been poflible. Sheba fent his
fon to fee me at Ras el Feel ; we thought, at that time, he
came as a {py. However, when we departed I gave him a
{fmall prefent; and we {wore mutual friendfhip, that he
was to be ready always to fight againft my cnemies, and
that we were to aft kindly by each other, though we were
to mect, horfe to horfec, alone in the dcfert.

Y ASINE
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Yasine had done every thing, on his part, to {fecure me
a good reception from Fidele Shekh of Atbara. Every af-
{urance poffible had been given, and I had before travelled
fome thoufand miles upon much flighter promifes, which
had, however, been always faithfully kept; fo that I did
not at all fufpe& that any thing unfair could be intended
me at Teawa, where Fidele refided. But as the lofs of life
was the confequence of being miftaken, I never did omit
any means to double my fecurity.

ManoxET GIBBERTI, as we have before obferved, had al-
ready carried a letter of mine from Gondar to his mafterMeti~
calAga,Selictarto the Sherriffe of Mecca in Arabia, requefting
that he would write to fome man of confideration in Sennaar,
and, taking it for granted that I was then arrived at Teawa,
defire that a fervant of the king might be fent to give me
fafe conduct from that frontier to the capital. Yafine had
written to the fame effe, direétly to Sennaar, and fent a
fervant of his, who, for fecurity fake, had nothing but the
letter and an old ragged cloth about his waift; and he had

long ago arrived at Sennaar, the before-named place of his
deftination.

Among the tribes of Arabs that were protected by Yafine,
and turnithed with pafture, water, and a market for their
cattle, and milk and buttcr, at Ras el Feel, were the Daveina,
by much the moft powerful of all the Arabs in Atbara ; but

thcy ventured no further fouthward than Beyla, for fear
of the troops of Sennaar.

Tue Shekh of Beyla was a man of very great charater

for courage and probity. His name was Mahomet ; and I
VoL, 1V, Tt had
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had often correfponded with him upon the fubjeét of hor.
fes for the king while I was at Gondar. - He was greatly
tormented with the ftone, and by means of Yafine I hag
feveral times fent him foap-pills, and lime, with dire&ions
how to make lime-water. Itherefore fent a {fervant of mine
with a letter to the Shekh of Beyla, mentioning my inten.
tion of coming to Sennaar by the way of Teawa and: Bey.
Ia, and defiring him to forward my fervant to Sennaar, to
Hagi Belal my correfpondent there, and, at the fame time,
write to fome other friend of his own, to fee that the king’s
fervant thould be difpatched to Teawa without delay. This
fervant, with the letters, I committed to the careof the Shekh
of the Daveina, who promifed that he would himfelf fee
him {afe into Beyla; and, by a particular Providence, all thefe
letters and meflengers arrived fafe, without mifcarriage of
one, at the places of their deftination, though we were long
kept in fufpence before they took effect.

I was now about to quit Ras el Feel for ever, in a firm
perfwafion that I had done every thing man could do to
infure a fafe journey and good reception at Sennaar, till
one day I received a vifit from Mahomet Shekh of Nile;
which does not mean Shekh of the river, but of a tribe of
that name, which is but a divifion of the Daveina. To this
Shekh I had fhewn a particular attention in feveral trips he
had made to Gondar, in confequence of which he was very
grateful and anxious for my fafety. He told me, that he faw
I was fetting out perfectly content with the meafures | had
taken for my fafety at Sennaar, and he owned that they
were the beft that human pxudcncc could fuggeft; “but, (ays
he, in my opinion, you have not yet been cautious enough a-

boutTcawa. I know Fidele well, and I apprechend your danger.
18
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is there, and not at Sennaar.” He then drew a moft unfa-
vourable pi¢ture of that Shekh, whom he afirmed to have
been 2 murderer and a thief all his days, and the fon of a
father no better than himfelf; that he was of no religion,
neither Mahometan, Chriftian, nor Pagan, but abfolutely
without fear of God ; he faid, however, he believed him to
be a great coward ; and therefore the whole of my fafety re-
duced itfelf to this, Was he really afraid of Yafine, or not?
If he was, that became the beft handle we could lay hold
on ;: but if, on the contrary, he was not afraid of Yafine, or
was perfuaded, as he very well might be by wicked people
about him, that, when once I was out of the country, Ya-
fine took no further charge of me, he doubted very much
I thould never pafs Teawa, or, at leaft, without fuffering

fome heavy affront or ill-ufage, the extent of which it was
impoflible to determine.

Tuese fenfible fuggeftions made a very firong impreflion
on Yafine and me ; Yafine’s firft pofition was, that Fidele was
certainly afraid to difoblige him; but, allowing the pofii-
bility he was not, he owned he had not fubftituted any fe-
cond meafure to which I could truft. We all regretted that
our friends the Daveina had been fuffered to depart without
taking me with them by Sim-Sim and Beyla ; but it was now
too late, as the Daveina had for fome days arrived at the
ftation the neareft Beyla and the fartheft from us. It was
then agreed, that Nile fhould fend a relation of his, who was
married toone of the tribes of Jchaina Arabs,encamped upon
Jibbel Ifriff near to Teawa, with whom Fidcle was at that
time making peace, left they thould burn the crop about
the town. This man was not to ecnter the town of Teawa
with me, but was to come there the next day, as if from his

T t2 fricnds
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friends at Jibbel Ifriff ; and, if I then informed him there
was danger, thould return to the Jehaina, mount a hajap
or dromedary, and give Yafine information with all poflible
{peed. All this being now fettled, I prepared for my jour.
ney, having firft, by many obfervations by night and day,
fixed the latitude of Hor-Cacamoot to be 13° 1’ 33" north..

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

From Hor-Cacamoot to Teaway Capital of Atbara.

T was on the 17th of March that we fet out fromHor-Caca-
moot on our journey to Teawa, capital of the province of
Atbara. Our courfe was N. N. W. through thick bruthwood,
with a few high trees ; our companions being eleven naked
men, with afles loaden with fale. We had f{everal interrup-
tions on the road. At three in the afternoon we encamped
at Falaty, the eaft village of Ras el Feel, a little to the north-
ward. A {mall mountain, immediately north from this vil-
lage, the one end of which is thought to refemble the head
of an clephant, gives the name to the village and the pro-
vince*. This mountain ftretches in a direftion nearly north

and

® Ras cl Feel fignifies the head of an elephant.
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and fouth, as do the villages, and the {fmall river when i
has water, but it was now apparently dry. However, by
" digging pretty deep in the fand, the water filtering through
the fides of the holes filled in a certain time with a putrid,
ill-tafted, unwholefome beverage, which is all this mifer-
able village has for its ufe. The people look fickly and ill-
coloured. Falaty is three miles and a half diftant from Hor-

Cacamoot, its name interpreted is Poverty.

On the 18th, at half after fix in the moming we conti.
nued our journey through thick, and almoft impenetrable
woods full of thorns; and in two hours we came to the
bed of a torrent, though in appearance dry, upon digging
with our hands in the loofe fand, we found great plenty
of freth water exceedingly well tafted, being fhelter-
ed by projecting rocks from the attion of the fun. This is
called Surf el Shekh. Here we filled our girbas, for there
is very little good water to be found between this and

Teawa.

A cirBA 1s an ox’s {kin {quared, and the edges fewed to-
gether very aruficially by a double feam, which does not
let out water, much refembling that upon the beft Englith
cricket-balls. An opening is left in the top of the girba, in
the fame manner as the bung-hole of a catk. Around this
the fkin is gathercd to the fize of a large handful, which,
‘'when the girba is full of water, is tied round with whip-
cord. Thefe girbas generally contain about fixty gallons
cach, and two of them arc the load of a camel. They arc
then all befmeared on the outfide with greafe, as well to
hinder the water from oozing through, as to prevent its

bcing evaporated by the action of the fun upon the girb:;l,
whic
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which in fa& happened to us twice, fo as to put us in ime
minent danger of perithing with thirit.

YAsSINE had provided a camel and two girbas, as well as
every other provifion neceflary for us, till we fhould arrive
at Teawa. Surf el Shekh is the boundary of Ras el Feel.
Here I took an affetionate leave of my friend Yafine, who,
with all his attendants, thewed, at parting, that love and at-
tachment they had conftantly preferved to.me fince our firft

acquaintance..

SoLiMAN, my old and faithful fervant, who had carried
my firft letter to Sennaar, though provided for in the king’s
fervice, infifted upon attending me to Sennaar, and dying
with me if it thould be my fate ; orelfe gaining the reward
which had been promifed him, if he brought ‘back the
good news of my fafe arrival and good reception there. At
parting, I gave the faithful Yafine one of my horfes and
my coat of mail, that is my ordinary one; for the one
that was given me by Ozoro Efther had belonged to king
Yafous, and as it would have been an affront to have be-
ftowed it on a common man like Yafine, who, befides, was a
Mahometan, fo I gave it (with Ozoro Efther’s confent) to
Ayto Engedan, king Yafous’s grandfon. Before parting,
Yahne, like an old traveller, called the whole company to-

gether, and obliged them to repeat the Fedtah, the Prayer
of Peace.

At half paft feven in the cvening we came to Engaldi,

a large bafon or cavity, feveral hundred yvards in length,
and about thirty feet deep, made for the rcception of water
by the Arabs, who encamp by its fide after the rains. The
4 watcs
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awater was almoft exhaufted, and what remained had an in.
tolerable ftench. However, flocks of Guinea fowls, partrid.
~ ges, and every fort of bird, had crowded thither to drink,
from the {carcity of water elfewhere. I believe, I may cer.
tainly fay, the number amounted to many thoufands. My
Arabs loaded themfelves in a very little while, killing them
with fticks and ftones; but they were perfetly ufelefs,
being reduced to fkeletons by hunger and thirft. For this
reafon, aswell as that I might notalarmanyftrolling banditti
within hearing, I did not fuffer a fhot to be fired at them.

AT eight we came to Eradeeba, where is neither village
nor water, but only a refting-place about half a mile {quare,
which has been cleared from wood, that travellers, who
pafs to and from Atbara, might have a fecure fpot whence
they could fee around them, and guard themfelves from

being attacked unawares by the banditti fometimes refort-
ing to thofe deferts.

ATt a quarter pait-€leven ‘we arrived at Quaicha, a bed of

a torrent where there was now no water; but the wood
feemed growing ftill thicker, and to be full of wild beaits,
efpecially lions and hyznas. Thefe do not fly from man,
as thofe did that we had hitherto feen, but came boldly up,
cfpecially the hyzna, with a refolution to attack us. Upon
our firft lighting a fire they left us for a time ; but towards
morning they came in grcater numbers, than before; a lion
carried away one of our affes from among the other beafts of
burden, and a hyzna attacked one of the men, tore his cloth
from his middle, and wounded him in his back. Aswc¢
now expected to be inftantly devoured, the prefent fear ovcr-
came the refolutions we had made, not to ufe our fire arms,
2 unlefs
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unlefs in the utmoft neceflity. I fired two guns, and order-
ed my fervants to fire two large fhip-blunderbufles, which
prefently freed us from our troublefome guefts. Two hy-
enas were killed, and a large lion being mortally wounded
was difpatched by our men in the morning. They came no
more near us ; but we heard numbers of them howling at
a diftance till day-light, either from hunger or the {marts
of the wounds they had received, perhaps from both; for
cach fhip-blunderbufs had fifty {fmall bullets, and the
wood towards which they were direted, at the diftance of
about twenty yards,fecmed to be crowded with thefe animals.
The reafon why the hyzna is more fierce here than in any
part of Barbary, will be given in the natural hiftory of that
wild beaft in the Appendix.

Troucn this, our firft day’s journey from Falaty and
Ras el Feel, to Quaicha, was of eleven hours, the diftance we
had gonc in that time was not more than ten miles ; for
our beafts were exceedingly loaded, fo that it was with the
utmoft difhiculty that cither we or they could force ourfelves
through thofe thick woods, which {carcely admitted the rays
of the fun. From this ftation, however, we were entertained
with a moft magrificent fight. The mountains at a dif-
tance towards the banks of the Tacazzdé, all Debra Haria,
and the mountains towards Kuara, werc in a violent bright
flame of firc.

Tue Arabs fced ali their flocks upon the branches of trees ;
no beaft in this country cats grafs. When thercfore the
water 1s dricd up, and they can no longer flay, they fet fire
to the woods, and to the dry grafs below it.  The flame
runs undecr the trees, fcorches the lecaves and new wood,

Vor. 1V, U u without
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withouy confuming the body of the tree. After the tropical’
rains begin, the vegetation immediately rerurns ; the fprings

increafe, the rivers yun, and the pools are fllled with water,
Al} fores of verdure being now im the greateft luxuriancy,
the Arabs revifit their former ftations, This eonflagration

is performed at two feafons ; the firft, by. the Shangala and

hunters on the fouthern parts of this woody: country, begins

ia the moonth of October, on the return of the fun, the cir.

cumtances of which 1 have already mentioned ; the latter,

which happens in March,and lafts all April, befides provid.

ing future fultenance for their flocks, is likewife intended to

prevent, at keaft to diminifh, the ravages of the fly ; a plague

of the moft extraordinary kiad, already defcribed.

We left Quaicha a little before four in the morning
of the 1gth of March, and at half an hour paft five we came
0. Jibbel Achmar, a fmall mountain, or rather mount ; for
ij is of a very regular form, and nov above 300 feet high,
wag covered. with green grais to the top. What has given
i the name of Jibbe} Achmar, or the Red Mountain, I
kpow not. All the coantry is of red earth about it; but
as it hath much grafs, it thould be called* the Green
Mountain, in. the middle of the red country ; though there
is nothing more vague or undetermined than the language
of the Arabs, when they {peak of colours. This hill, {fur-
rounded with impenetrable woods, is in the beginning of
autumn the rendezvous of the Arabs Daveina, when there
is water 3 at which time tite rhinoceros and many forts of

bealls, crowd hither ; tho’ few elephants, but they are thefe
of
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* Jibbel Achdar.
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of the largeft kind, thoftly males; b that the Arils make
this a favourite ftation, after the grafs is burny, efpecially
the young pait of them, who aré hunters.

We reached limferrha at half paft eleven, the water
being about half a mile diftant to the 8. W. The wells
are fituated upon a fmall ridge that runs nearly eaft and
weft. At one extremity of this is a {mall-pointed mountain,
upon which was formerly a village belonging to the Arabs,
called Jehaina, now torally deftroyed by the hunting parties

of the Daveina, the great tyrants of this country, who, to-
ggether with the fcarcity of water, are the principal caufes
that this whole térritory 1s defolate. For though the foil
is fandy and improper for agriculture, yet it is thickly over-
grown with trees; and were the places where water is
found fufficiently ftocked with inhabitants, great numbers
of cattle might be paftured here, every fpecies of which
live upon the leaves and the young branches of trees, even

on {pots where grafs 18 abundant,

On the 20th, at fix o'clock in the morning we fet out
from Imferrha, and 1n two hours arrived at Rathid, where
we were furpriled to {ee the branches of the {hrubs and
bufhes all covered with a fhell of that fpecies of univalve
called Turbines, white and red ; fome of them from three
to four inches long, and not to be diftinguithed by the niceft
cye from thofe feca-fhells, of the fame fpecies, which are
brought in great quantities from the Weft India iflands,

cipecially St Domingo.

How thele camc firft in a fandy defert fo far from the
dca is a difquifition I fhall not now cnter into.  There are

Uua2 of
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of this fith great numbers in the Red Sea, and in the Indian
Ocean ; how they came upon the bufhes, or at the roots of
them, appears more the bufinefs of the prefent narrative,
To confine my{elf to the matter of fat, 1 fhall only fay, that
throughout this defert are many {prings of falt-water; great
part of the defert is foflile falt, which, buried in fome places
at different depths according to the degree of inclination
of all minerals to the horizon, does at times in thefe foun-
tains appear very near the furface. Here I {fuppofe the {eed
is laid, and, by the addition of the rain-water that falls up.-
on the f{alt during the tropical rains, the quantity of falt-
water 1s much increafed, and thefe fithes {pread themfelves
over the plain as in a temporary ocean. The rains deccreafe,
and the {fun returns; thofe that are near {prings retire to
them, and provide for the propagation of future years.
Thofe that have wandered too far off in the plains retire
to the buihes as the only fhelter from the fun. The in-
tenfe heat at length deprives them of that fhade, and they
perifh with the leaves to which they crept for thelter, and
this 1s the reafon that we faw {uch a quantity of {hells un-
der the bufhes ;3 that we found them otherwife alive in the
very heare of the {prings, we fhall further circumftantiate
in our Appendix; when we {peak of muflels fo found in our
hiftory of the formation of pearls.

Rasuin was once full of villages, all of which are now
ruined by the Arabs Davceina.  There are {even or eight
wells of good water hiere, and the place itfelf is beautitul
beyond defeription. Icis a fairy land, in the middle of an
inhofpitable, uninhabited defert; full of large wade (pread-
ing trees, loaded with flowers and fruit, and crowded with

an immente number of the deer kind,  Among theld
W



