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bitants of which are p o r  people, who have 
nothing to fubfifi on but r.i.iee and the fiih which 
they catch. 

C H A P. XIII. 

T H E '  PRClVINCE OF QJUtlNG-SI. 

T H IS province is fituated between thofe 
of Qang-tong,Hou-qnang,Koei-tcheou, 

Yun-nan and the kingdom of Tong-king ; nei- 
ther its extent nor commerce is equal to that of 
the other provinces ; however, it is ib abundant 
in rice, that it iupplies; for fix months in the 
year, the province of Qang-tong, the inha- 
bitants of which without this affiltance could 
not fuubfifi. As the mountains with which it is 
covered, e~pecid ly  towards the north, abound 
with mines of gold, Glver, copper and tin, the 
governor of one of the cities of the firft clais 
prefented fome years ago a memorial to the 
emperor, in which he propoceed a plan for PR- 
venting the inconveniencies that might refult 
from the working of thefe mines : he men- 
tioned, among other things, that the people of 
the country had offered to open them at their 

own 
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awn charges, and to admit no one to work in 
them who had nota patent from his mandarin, 

- -and who eould not procure four fureties to an- 
fwer for his good behaviour. 

The emperor having read this memorial, 
referred it for examination to the hozc-pou, or 
court of finances. This fovereign tribunal, after 
mature deliberation, approved o f  the plqn, but 
infified, that, according to what had been prac- 
tiied formerly upon a like occafion, forty per 
cent. ihould be given to the emperor, and five 
per cent. to the officers and fddiers who pre- 
iided over the works : the prince afterwards 
referved to himi'elf the gold-mines, and cauied 
them to be opened at his own expence. 

A very fingular tree grows in this provine; 
infiead of pith, it contains a bfi pulp, which 
yields a kind of flour: the bread made of it is 
iiid to be exceedingly good. Befides paroquets, 
hedge-hogs and the rhinoceros, a prodigious 
number of wild animals, curious birds and un- 
common in ieas  are found here. 

This province contains twelve villages of the 
firit clafs and eighty of the fecond and'third. 

Qei-ling-fou, the capital, has its name from 
a flower called gut;, which grows on a tree re- 

fembling a laurel ; it exhales fo fweet and agree- 
able 
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the teitimony, of the miifionaries, that this drug 
is ferviceable in all difeafes of the lungs. It is 
taken with a decoaion of fimples, and fome- 
times in  powder, but very ieldorn. 

CCJADRUPEDS, B I R D S ,  B U T T E R F L I E S  A K D  

F I S H E S  O F  C H I N - 4 .  

T H E  mountains and vait foreits of China 
abound with wild animals of every fpe- 

cies ; fuch as the rhinoceros, elephznts, leopards, 
tygers, bears, wolves, foxes, buffaloes, camels, 
horfes, wild mulcs, &c. Some beavers, Cables 
and ermines are found in the northern pro- 
vinces ; but the fiiils which they furniih are 

much inferior to thoie procured from Siberia. 
Game is very common in China. The f'quares 

of Pe-king, during winter, arc filled with dif- 
ferent heaps of various kinds of volatile, ter- 
rcRrial and aquatic animals, hardened by cold, 
and perfeQly kcure againk all corruption. 
Prodigious quantities of flags, deer, wild boars, 
goats, elks, hares, rabbits, cats, fquirrels and 
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