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Reverfe within the Garterof the Order is this Logend
CAROL. M. B. REGIS. FILIUS.CARCL. PRINC.
INAUGURATUR, XXII, MAII, MDCXXXIiX.

The Infeription at Bofeobel reminds me of one I had from
the late Reverend Mr. [llingfivorth, Prelident of Emanust
College in Cambridge, which was 1nferibed upon a Piltar
eretted Dy the Sea fide.

Sifle, wiator, iter, weftigia prima [Soundys
Pofuit hic Carolns, qui redit exilio.

VIL An Acconnt of the Cape of Good Hope, by
Mr. John Maxwell : Communicated by the Reve-
vend Dr. John Harris, F. R. §.

HE Cape of Good Haope, which is part of Mosomotapa,

and the Southernmoft part. of Africa, lies in the
Lacitude of 34 Degrees 30 Minutes Soath, and 16 Da
grees 15 Minutes Ealt of London, 1t was firlt, thac we
know of, difcovered by Bartholomew Dia, 4. D. 1493,
under Jobz 1I. King of Portugal, He gave it the Name of
the Cape of Tempefls, becauls of the Storms he mer with
there,wich which 'tis not {trange that ic is fometimes trou-
bied ; as likewife with a Sea that runs very high,and makes
it iil riding ar Anchor there when the Wind is at North-
Weft, feceimng it is a Shread of Land ftretch’d our into.a
valt Ocean on each fide 5 bucKing Fohr gaveit che Name
of Bona Efperanca, or of Good Hope, which it {iill retains;
14 Z 2 becaufe
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becaufe that when that Cape was doubled, he had goed
hopes of finding out a way by Sca to the Eqft Indies,
about which Le was then very folicitous.

Tl Hottentots, Natives of this Place, are a Race of Men
diftind both from Negroes and European Whites, far their
Hair is Woolly, Short and Frizled, theie Nofes flat, and
their Lips thick, but thetr Skin is naturally as White as
ours, as appear’d by a Hortertor Child breught up by the
Dutch 1o their Fort bere.  Their Stature is univerfally of
a middje Size 5 they are clean limb'd, well proportion’d,
and very nimble. I never faw a Fat Perfon among
them.

They befmear their Faces and Bodies all over wich Suet,
cr other Gleaginons Stuff, which, rogether with expofing
their Bodres to 2 warm Sun, makes their Skin of 2 Tawny
Colotr, and caufes them to ftink fo, that one may foell
‘em at a confiderable diftance to the Windward 5 they
adorn their Hair, which is always clotted with Greafe
and naftinefs like the Throams of a Mop, with Shells, pei-
ces of Copper, &c. Both Scxes are clad with the Skin com-
monly of a Sheep, but fometimes of {uch Wiid Beafts as
they happen to kill, the Hairy fide outward in Summer,
and inward in Winter, off which 1 have feen 'em pick
and eat the Lice in the Streets : The Women wesr Skins
cut i Thongs about their Legs, ta the length of a great
many Yards 5 which when dry. with the infide cur, fook
fo like Sheeps Gats, that moft Sirangers mittake ‘em for
fuch. The Men hang their Privities in a Bag, and rie
Women cover therss with a Flap or Apron made of Skia,
"The Women wear a Cap ot Skin jult dried and {tiech’d
together, whereas the Men commonly go bareheaded 5
they go bare-tooted, except that when they Travel they
wear a piece of a- Skin falten’d aboue their Feer.. Their
Weaponsate Javelins, with which they are very dextrons
at hiting the Mark, and Bows. with Poyfon'd Arrows,

which
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which kill; as T am inform'd, upon drawing Biood, but
what -they are envenom'd with I could not learn:
their Houfes are Hemifpherical, made of Mats, {u:ported
with Stakes, {olow that a Tall Man cannot {tand upright
in one of them 5 Thefe they remove upon occafion, as
the Ancient Nomades did their Tents.

By all that I have feen and heard of them and other
Nartions, they are the moft Lazy and Ignorant part of
Mankind ; by virtue of which two moft excellent Quali-
fications, there are no manner of Aris pradtifed among
them, no Plowing or Sowing, no going to Sea in {omuch
as a Boat, no ufe of Iron or Money, no Notion of God,
Providence, or of-a future State, no Fradition of Creati-
on or aFlood, no Prayers or Sacrifices, no Magical
Ritesy not, in fine, any Notion of any Iavifible Being
capable of doing them cither good or harm, wpon the
ftriftett Enquiry that T could make of Men of Senfe that
had livid fome time upon the Place; fo that I believe
their Ignorance hardly can be parallel'd : The only thing
that looks like the lealt knowledge of any thing of this
kind among ‘em (in as much asl could learn) isa Cuftoun
they have in Moonfhiny Nights of Dancing in the Ficlds,
ot which, if you ask ’em the reafon, all their Anfwer is,
that it is a Cuftom of the Hoitentots, and was fo of their
For: fathers 3 and that is-ali they can tell you of the mat.-
tcr; now whether it be that they rejoyce in its Lighe,
which difpels that darkoe(s of which they are then mof
fenfible, or whether they think it a Rational Being en-
dued with freedom of ‘Will, becaufe of its variouschange
of Forms, or for what other reafon 1 will not pretend te
determine 5 however as ro no other thing, fo neither to
this. do they Pray or Sacrifice : Neverthelefs fome Voy-
agers have upon this ground, how truly I will not fay,
confidently- writ, that they worfhip'd the Moon 5 and up-
on Euquiry I could not find that they took fosmuch,dnog

indee
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indeed any fuch notice of che San or Stars ; which for-
mer 4t lealt one would thiuk a People {o grefly ignorant
would pay fome refpedt to, if they worthip'd any God,
that being the moft Glorious Objelt of their Senfes; and
accordingly we find 1t affelted all Hesthen Nadons, as
well the more Barbarous as the molt Polite; in which
fingle Objcly, if we may believe Macrobius,all theic Wor-
fhiping cenree’d s Their great [gnorance, Iuppofe, may be
in part caus'd by Afeicd’s being Peopld (asis probable: by
¢hat eud of it which joyns to Afu 5 (o that the mare the
Inhabitanes {pread themlelves towaids this Soothern Ex-
tream, the more they were cat off from converfing with
the more Civiliz’d part of the World 5 it is probible, I
think, that they were propagated to this Place by the
faftern Coalt of Africa, the Weltern being now, and al-
ways having been, as far as we know, inhabited by
Negroes, fromwhom itis not very probable, that thefe of
{o different a Colour fhounld have {prung.

All the Refemblance they have of Gevernmentis, that
in every Neighbourhood the Eldelt is firlt in Order 2nd
Dignity s bis Adviceasto whatconcerns the whole being
moft follow'd, as having molt Expericace.  The Cercmo-
ny of Marriage is perform’d among them by the Eldelt
Perfon in the Company’s {prinkling the Perfons to be
Married wich his Urine, upon which, and cutting out one
of the Man's Telticles, the Bufinels is over 5 this foveral
that Jived in the Place affirnr’d o me tor a ceraain trneh,
Being inquificive to know the trath of ¢his, T had the Cu.
riofity to fearch feveral of ‘em, (who will readily fuffer
you for a double Stiver to do it) in two of which I
could find but one Tefticle, they (1 fuppole) being Mar-
ry'd, ss the relt who had two were not 5 whicl how.
ever fhews the miltake of Niewhoff and others, who af.
fert, Thar the Hotteniots cat our one of the Tefticles of
all their Male Children as foon as thiey ave born “accord-

ng



(2427 )

tng to Nieuboff,) or at the Age of nine orten Years (ac-
cording to others,) and that, forfooth, to.make ‘em the
more {wift and nimble 3 but how that fancy fhould
com¢ into their Heads, I cannot tell, When a2 Woman
bears Twins among them, fhe.expofes one to Death by
by Husger or Cold, and nurfes the others the Reafon
of which two laft Caftoms s alledg'd by fome, how tru-
ly I know nat, to. be the fearthey have of their Nations
growing too numerous : The Cuftom of revenging, rather
than punithing Adultery with Death, has prevaild among
thers. 1 -was 1aform’d there, thatthey abhore'd Polygamy,
tho’ fore Writers have afferted the contrary, buc (per-
haps ) they are as well miftaken in that, as in the Semica.
firation of all their Males. When any Perfon grows de-~
crepid with Age, their Children, or neareft Rclations,
fhut ‘em up in cheir Houfes, and frtarve em to Death .
They Bury their Dead with the Skias they wore when
alive about thiem.

Their Food is for the moft part Roots, but chiefly one
by tbe Duteb call’d Omtee, which is reundith, abour
the biguels of enes littie Finger, and hot in the Mouth |
their Drink is Mitk and Warer 5 when they kil a Sheep,
or a2 Cow, they Eat the Guisand Garbidge, eicher ilight-
Iy broit’d or'quite raw 5 they are great Lovers of Tobaceo
and Brzndy, topurchale winch from the Dateh, 15 all the
ufe they have of Moncy. They are not Caunibals,

There was a Fotteatot, who had tivid for {fome confi-
derable time in Holland avd the Eqff Indies, and had
learned to {peak Dutch and Poriugueze very well, whony,
upon his 1eturn home, his Wife, Children, or Friends,
could rnot endure, sor would they converle awith him, tilk
upon refuming his Ancient Habir, Diet, and:Caltoms, he
had retarned o their way of Living,

Notwith{tanding their great Igaorance, they diltinzuith
feveral of the more remarkable Stars by Names of theis

Gy
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own impoling : Nevesthelels they have no diftinQis of
Weeks, of Months, orof Years, any otherwife than by
their Rainy Seafons (0f which afrerward 3) tor if youasic
a Hottentot how Old he 8, he anlwers, {0 many Raing,
They wawch-the Elephants where they ufc to Water,
whom they fhoot,is the Eye, where only they can
wouand ‘em,.

This. Country ptoduces Lyons, Tygers, Elephants,
Rhinocerots Elks (whofe Hoots here are (aid not to have
that Virtue afcribd to ‘em in Northern Climates,) Leo.
pards, Wild Afles, of which one fort is finely (treak'd
with White and- dark Brown 5 feveral forts of Beautiful
Wild Goats, Jickdls, Biboons, Monkeys, Deer, large
Cows, and large Sheep without Horns, with Hair like a
Goat, inftead of Wool, and with large Tails, but not (Gin
as much as 1 have feen) folarge as fome report ‘em,
wiz, of 25 L weight, (che Fleth however of both which
is very good 3 ) {mall Horfes, &<, Oftriches, - Pellicans;
Hawks, Magpics, Wild Peacocks, Cranes, Guiney Hens,
Pengwins, Flemingo's, Rock-Ducks, Partridges, Pheafants,
‘Geele, common Hens, Turkeys, and Duacks, e. Here
are likewife Manatees or Sea Cows, they are low, very
thick and il (hap'd, have very thorc Feet, and yet are
very {wift, have no Hair bat what grows abour their No-
ftrils, have large Treth, but are no Enemy 18 Many chey
are not eafily wounded, live muach in Rivers, and are ve.
ry fhy. Here are Serpencs of various kirds, with which
Liowever they are not nuch intelted. Thetr Soil produces
moft forts of Fruits and Plants that grow with us, as
Grapes of {everal kinds, -Apples, Quinces, Oiives, Oran-
ges, Apricots, Cherries, Aloes of  greac meny kinds;
but none (that I {aw) of the right fort, fuch as Socotra
produces, Pompions in abundance, Cibbages, & Corn,
as Wheat, Barley, & of Duteh Cultivanion. Here are
likewife Lizards, Salamanders and Porcupines, This place

is
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is fit to produce whatfoever is planied in it, the Soil and
Climate confpiring to its Advantage.

The Dutch Eaft-lndia Company are (aid to have boughr
this Place of the Natives; but feeing they have no Go-
vernment, to whom in that cale could they apply them-
felves? Orof whom could they buy it?> Bucif they
did, they ceftainly had a good Bargain of it for a lictle
Tobacco and Brandy : Bar the Dirch, who are no better
than their Neighbours, are not (o very {crupulous 25 to
trouble themf{elves much about buying, in fuch cafes, whac
they ean take by force. Here however they have (erled
for the convenience of a Rendezvous for their horseward
bound Eaft lndiz Fleet 5 and they have poflefled therd.
{elves of the Country 60 Miles from the Place of their
firlt Settlement: Befide their principal Town ia Tubfe Val-
ley (fo cali'd from a neighbouring Hill, cali'd The Tuble
Land, becanle of it's Figure, from whence alfo the ad-
joyning Bay is call'd TubleBay} where they have a Fore,
anHofpital, a fupplied Charch with about 3co Families 4
they have two other {mall Towns inthe Country, call’d
Dragenflein and Stallambufs, inhabited for the moft part
by French Proteflants, who make moft of the Wine the
Place produces, which is not inconfiderable, eicher for
Quantity, Quality or Variety, refembling French Clare,
Rbenifh, Burgundy, &c. they are about 120 Families, and
have one Minifter between both Villages, a Dutchumar who
{peaks French.

In thisplace are-reckon’d about 2000 Perfons fit to bear
Arms, and about 600 Soldiers 5 no Perfon that is not in
their own Service, tho’ a Dutchman, is admitied into
their Fort.  They have proliibiced the Ewnglifh to fec up
among them, tho’ they have (erved the ufial time of five
Years in their Service, whiciy Liberty they deny not to
thofe of any odier Naticn 3 and this, I am inferm’d, is
their praéife in all theiw Faft Iudia Sertlemeants: However
when any Englifb Ship huppens ro touch here difabled in

15 A Malfts,
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Malts, Rigging, Anchors, &, they {upply ‘em for their
Money our of their Stores,

Inftead of Coftoms and Excile, they ufe Monopolics 5
forthe Monopolies of Wine of the Growth of the Plaee
this Year x706, was paid 39000 Gilders; imported Bran-
dy 30c0, and (o of thereft.

All the Pablick Paymeats they make, are either for
the Wacch, or for killing of ‘Lyons, 20 Dollars Reward
being given for killing a Lyon, and 10 for a Tyger; the
latter they Hunt, but the former they only dare attempt
by Stratagem, whom they thus deftroy: When a Lyon
m the Night time gets among their Cattle, he commonly
kills more than he eats at that time, whether he feldom
fails to return the next Nightto eat up the reft ; bue be-
fore he comes, they take care tofet Snares about the Prey
withr Mofquets.{o difpos’d, that in coming at it, he muft
of necefluy draw the- Trickers, the Muzzles- being (o
planted; as that they {eldom mils him 5 bue if he b¢ not
killd out right, the pcor Mufquets are fure to feel his
Fory, tor he gnaws the Stocks, and imprints the marks
of his Teeth in the very Iron 5.and tho: they are able to
go-away, there they-are known to watch for two or three
days to {ec who comes to leok after the Execution, whom
they {et upon if they be not well aware.

A fort ofPilgrims in the Eaff Indies, whom they call
Fougaiers, and who-often have occafion to Travel chro’
Deferts, have a ftrange dexterity in killing chefe Wild
Beafts 5 for when he fees one of them making rowards
him, be faces him, kneeling on one Knee, and holds 1o~
wards hima thort Spear- i his Left. Hand, upon which,
the Bealt makinga Leap at him, pitches and fixes his bo-
dy, and then he runs down his Throat a Ponyard which
he caries in his Walking- Staff, and o kills him. ¥ bad
the follewiug, concerning a Tyger, irom an Eye Wits
nef2.

The
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The Calébéﬂer, an Englifh Eofh India Man, was at that
time in Rogues River in Bengal s it was Night when feve-
ral of the Ships Company huppen'd to bealhoar ina Tent
they had pirch’d to be merry in : Mr. Ravenferaft the Se-
cond-Mate had jaft put on a clean Shirt, he happen'd to
be the farcheft.in the Company from the Door, with his
¥ace oppofite to-ir, when a Tyger rufhed in among them,
feizd him and carried him oft in {pight of them without
having fo much as a {queek for his Life : 1 fuppofe the
glaring of the White Shirt, affelting the Tygre the molt
fenfibly of the Objetts that were before him, made him
fix upon him rather than the reft 5 the next day, upon
{earch, they found fome Remnants of his Body in an adja-
cent Wood. When a Tyger leaps ata Man,if his firlt Aim
be avoided, he never, as they fay, makes a fecond At-
tempt.

The Winds which blow at the Cape of Good Hope, are
of that kind which are call'd Monfoors; for between the
beginnings of March and September, {which is their Win-
ter) the Wind blows for the moft part between the WNorth
and the Weft, during which time they have not much
fair Weather, from which Rainy Seafon the Hottentots
compute their Year 5 but during che other haif Year, the
Wind generally blows between the South and the Eatt,
accompanied with very fair Weather : There oftentirues
comes down from the Neighbouring Hills moft {udden
and violent Gufts of Wind upon the Neighbouring
Parts.

The Companies Garden, which is about.g70 of my
Paces long, and 230 broad, is not now in. that fine ordes
it was in during this Governour's Father’s time, when it
was divided into four parts, in each grew abundance of
the more remarkable YVegetables belonging to its corrc-
fpending Quartct.of the World 5 but tho’ the Climate,
Soil and Situation are very favourable, ’tis now much

13 A negledted
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negleded both mrefpe@ of it's Plants and Walks, ne:-
ther of which are extraordinary.

I met here witly one Teunir Gerbrantzen, Mafter of 2
Diteb Ship, who in the Year 1690, was at Terra di Natal
on the Eaftern Coalt of Africa, in the Latitude of 30 De-
grees Sourh, diftant from the Cape of Gosd Hope about
8co Miles, where he f{aid he bought the Place for the
Duteh Eaft India Company, for 20000 Florins, Coalting
thence to the Cape of Govd Hope, his Ship was calt away,
but they all got {afe athoar, who to the number of 18, fet
cut by Land for the Cape diltant about 2c0 Miies,
where only four of themarriv’d, allthe relt dying by the
way, through extremity of Hunger, Thirlt or Heat, cx-
cept two or three that were kild by the Hottentots  they
met with no Wild Bealts by the way, Elephants excepred,
whom they faw in great Numbers,  In Year 1705, Gor-
bramtzen went again to Terra di Natal, the late King’s
Son then reigning, to whom he {pake of the fermer A.
greement with his Father : My Father, anfwers e, 7s
dead, bir Skins Cioc. Cloaths) ave Buried with bim in the
Eloor of bis Houfe, which is Burn'd cver bim, and the plae
is fencedin, over which none siow wufd pafs s and as towhat ke
agreed 1o, it was for bimfelf, Lhave nothing to fayto it. So
Gerbranizen vrg’d it no farther, baving no Oders con-
cerning. it from the Company. At lis lalt being there,
He met with an Exglifh Man who was left there 4. D..
1698 3 he had two Horreniot Wifes, and Children by “cm,
but would not return wich him to Exrope, lelt his Wives
and Children thould be {lain in his Abfence.

When 1 was at the Cape of Good Hope, 1met with one
Mr, Kolbe, who was {catthither by a Praffran Lord, the
Baron Krofick, who itkewife fent another to che North-
ward, cach of ‘em to take Obfervations, efpccially
of Ceeleftial Pheenomena, {or the improving, Aftvoucmy,
and Nztural Phitolophyy but Aftronomy and Nacural

Philotophy
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Philofophy will net, ¥ believe, be much improv’d by rhis
Miflion.  This Gentleman teld me, That the comaon
Salt there made ulc of by the Dutch, was left in holiow
Places of the Earth’s Surface, afrer the Sun had evapora-
ted the Rain Water 5 the matter of fad to me feems hard-
Iy credibie : But if 1 be {o, Ithink it can hardly proceed
from any ocher Caufe than the Rains diffolving a Sale
contain'd in the Earch, which,upon the Rains being eva-
porated, remains in thie Bortom 3 which is the more pro-
bable, becaufe that within five Leagues of the Fort is the
Salt Bay, which has its Name from the vaft quantity of
Salt digg’d near it.

The Variation of the Compafs, or Magnetical Needie,
in the Axlaneick and Athiopick Oceans, Annc
Dom. 1206.
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