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fo flowly_as_upon this oceafion; at length,
hiowever, this dreary month expired, and
the longeexpefted vifitor appeared.--Here,
gentle reader, flop for a2 mement, and figure
to yourfelf, if you can, the firft emotions of;

~ the mind whiclt fuch an interview between.

¢two fuch perfons muft excite.--I will bez

feave to throw a veil over their prefent fuf-
ferings, and come to that point of- time

wherein’ Wifdom found it ablolutely necel-

fary to break thig dreadful filence. _Suppofe
" then my mother recovering from that trance-
like ftate, in which fhe had remained for
fome minutes, opening. her eyes, and Wifs
dom his mouth, who addrefles her in the;
following words : | |

A Complute Syfiem of Nataral Hiffory.

' “#ity 5 and, as an immediate earneft.of
¢ future_intentions, I beg you will permis

¢ comfrted- e affured, that, if my Gacend "

¢ happinefs, you have it--you always had i -

- ¢ --even from the earlieft dawn of reafon | .

¢ contemplated your virtue, and was.

¢ perfeltly eafy when I loft ﬁght‘zﬁy:lm
¢ Yes, Madam, though the Gods have n: |
¢ permitted us the happinefs of being joiged
© together by the facred ties of matrimony
¢ yet by thofe Gods. I fwear to. preferve :;
¢-eternal friendfhip for you and Your pofe.

‘me to adopt from this moment the infym
¢ child you have been fo lately delivered of
¢ who, though he be the fon of my momf

b 'l
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_ ol e amnd

r .
" ¢ Madam, I rejoice extremely to fee thofe ¢ foe, is fill the offspring of my favaurite ~

€ eyes opened, which I greatly feared were ¢ Truth.’ ,

¢ clofed for ever.--Let me conjurc you to be -

A Comprebenfive Syftem of Natvurar History. [Continued from our laf,
2. §5.] Iluftrated with a Copper-Plate. .

oL vill. The ELEPHANT.
TH‘E elephant is the largeft quadruped in
& ¢he'world, being fometimes fifteen feet

ever fond of corn, and fruits, particularly |
thofe that ate {Wweet. |

T gime.dt is.0

high, ahd thick in proportion. The fore-
. '~ aprodigious fize, beiing frequently eight feet

head is high and rifing, and the ears are large
and hang downwards.” The.

. towards the extremity, which is flat and has
" ewo holes or noftrils at theend. - Avthe fame
f fuch a fruure that it can ex-
.pend or.contrad®, dilate,
ﬁn’d, or twift it about at pleafure. By this
ambse: the creature takes up its meat and
a Wword, it ufes this member asa hand on all
occafions. ‘Thetrunk of the elephant, fays
Dr. Derham, is fo admirably contrived, fo
curioufly wrought, and applied with fo much
agility and readinefs by that unweildy crea-
turé to its feveral occafions, that it affords
. .a manifeft inftance of the creator's wifdom.
‘T he body of the elephant is round and full,
arid the back convex; ‘
$ 5 Thost in praportion to its height, . The foot
ars round at the bottom, {preading fomewhat
beyond the bulk of the legs, which are very
lafﬁh-..,-Thﬂ tale refembles that of & hog,
having 0t the extremity of it a tuft of ftrong
brifily hair, a foot and a half in length.
The hide 18 without hair, horny and rough,
‘with many irregular rifings, and hanging
very loofc on the bedy,  The female is much
‘lefs than the male, and the udder i3 between
the fore legs. © The-ufual food of this crea-
ture is grafs, heath, roots, and the tender

{hoots of fiyubsand bufhes, They ave how-

eyes are pierc-’
jag but very fmall, and the probofets or trunk, ™ p
wery long, leflening gradually from the héad’

raife or deprefs, and .

n:? ,.and cpnveys them to its mouth. "In y

but the whole animal-

The teeth or tufks of an elephant grow to’

long, ahd weigh above oné hundred and fifty
ounds. | -
Elephants are found only in the -torrid
Zone, tho’ they da very well when brought’
into the nosthern climates ; owing perhaps
in a great meaturetotheir being keptin warm
ftables and ccnfequently not expofed to the

cold airinthe fields, ' |
“They are remarkable for the care of their

oung, and will fooner. perifh themfelvesthan
abandon them. They always goin herds,

" the largeft foremoft ;" and when theyare to

crofs a river, they lift the young ones acrofs
on their two tufks, twifting the probofcs

round their middle, , .
Hiftory informs. us that clephants were .

' llfﬁd in war b}' the ancicnts, a3 thcy areat thii.

ddy by -feveral of the Indian princesj and

" (ometimes made dreadful havock in the ficld

of battle. They ufed to-place a fort of tows
ers on their backs, which held abont fix
fighting men, who greatly annoyed the ene-
my with their darts, and other miffile wea--

They are faid to live to 3 great age, even

"to two or three hundred years; but upon

what foundation that conjeéture js built i
ancertain. But however that be, it may be
fufely affirmed that they live at leaft one hun-
dred and twenty, or thirty yenrs,

We have feveral inftances in hiftory ofthe,

love fidelity., dnd gratitude of the elcphant,
Jlion
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T2e Rhinoceros and Racoon.

: - selates, that when Porus king of Ir-
ﬁ,ho:ﬁs fuhdu’e& by Alexander the great, he
was wounded with feveral darts, why:h the
hant he rode upon pulled out of his body
vith hiz probofcis; and when he perceived
his 1% iter fainting with the lofs of blood,
gradns - leaned himfelf down till he fell
st opeo. the ground, that his mafter might
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alight without danger, But perceiving the
melancholy condition of Porus, took up a-
gain with his trunk, and carried him back
to the camp. Several other inftances might

be cafily colleéted from the writings of the . .

ancients, but the about will be fufficient for
illuftrating the natural hiftosy -of the eles
phant.

1X. The. RHINOCEROS.

HE body of the Rhinoceros is nearly as
. large as that of the elephant, but his legs
wuch fhorter, and on his nofe, or fnout, he
bis a horn, which fufficiently diftinguifhes
him from other creatures. The head is long,
.nd the pofition of the fnout indicates that 1t
vas intended for turning up the ecarth, that
e creature might with more eafe find the
oots of plants, which form the principal
part of his food. The noftrils, are placed
on eachi fide of the fnout: the eyes are fmall
ind placed pretty forward on each fide of the
head: and the ears ftand ere€t and are pro-
portionably large. The whole animal is co-
vered with a thick, rough, chopped fkin, of
an afh~colour, and having plaits or folds fal-
fing over each other in fuch parts as.are ne-
ceffary toallow the feveral parts of the crea-
wute their neceffary motion, Thefe folds will
e better conceived from the figure on the
plate annexed, than from the moft laboured
defeription, '
The tail hasa few hlack hairs at the ex-
tremity 3 but more on the other parts. -The
back is hollow or concave, and thebelly finks
down pretty low. The feet are round be-
hind,. and the hoofs forward, which are di-
vided into three parts on each foot.
The horn is different from thofe on all

X,
THE Racoon is a native of America, and
called by the natives of Brafil, Coati.
Itis fomewhat lefs than a beaver, with a fhort
thick bedy fomewhat like a badger, The
feet refemble thofe of a beaver, but are fhort
in proportion to the body; and the hair on
them is ftrong, thick and blacl at the ends
like that of a fux; wiiercas that on the other
parts of the body are of a greenith yellow.
The fhape of the head refembles that of a
fox, but the ears are fhorter, rounder and
mked, A broad firipe runs acrofs the face
including the cycs, which are large, with
infides of a reddith yellow colour, The
muzzle is thick, and roundifh at the extre-
mity, like that of a deg. Thg tail is Jonger

éther animels we are acquainted with, being
folid on the infide. The rhinoceros rolls
himfelf in the dirt like a hog, and is fo very
firong, that ke will, with his horn, tofs up
a Jarge bull into the air. . |

The above fpecies of rhinoceros is com-
mon in the Eat-Indies; butthere is gnothes

in Africa, particularly about the cape of Good. -

Hope, which has two horns. The colour of
the tkin in this fpecie, is of a dark brown,
approaching to black, without hair, The
fnout refembles that of a hag, but more
pointed atthe end. The horn on the nofe is
of a greyith brown, and a little érooked,
turning up towards the head.- It is fhaped
like a plough-thare, and of different fizes
proportional to the age of the creature; but
never exceeds two feet in length. On his
foreheady in a right-line with that on the
nofe, is another hornj of a yellowifh colour,
and about four inches in length when the
animal is young, but
ches. °

This animal feeds upon fhrubs, thifiles,
and roots of plants; butthofe which are tame
will eat hay, fruits, pulfe, and almoft every
thing elle which is given them ‘except fleth
and fifh. " T t
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The R ACOON.

than the bady, with annular ftripes like thoie,
of a cate. The feet havs five long flender,
toes, armed with fharp claws, which. enable
it to climb trees with great dexterity, It
ufes its forc-feet like a mogkey, feeding
itfelf with them ; and - what " is very
remarkable dips all its food inte the water,
before it eats it. It will walk on its hind
legs like a bear. Its common food is fruits,,
tho' it will eat mutton and the flefh of fowls.

The fur of the Racoon ig very valuablej
but the flefh is never eaten by the Europeans;
tho' both the native Amcricans, and the
Negroes are very fond of it.

'To be continued. ]
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