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INDOSTAN LETTERS. s

wife, and the ends of fome of them a foot and others
afpan deep, which they take care to let come out
at the top, by way of ornament. Over this tur-
ban frequently is tied obliquely to the forehead, a
handfome fhawl, handkerchief, or a {mall filk or
fattin fath, and fringed with gold or filver. The
Moors efteeming them{elves Seapoys, wear {words on
all occafions, and when in fawawry, or on a vifit,
carry in their hands fhields made of Rhinoceros or
wild Buffalo’s hide, thick enough to fend off the
blow of a fcymitar, but not an arrow or mufket
ball. The Gentoos go equally armed, but none but
Rajabpoots, whofe bufinefsit is to fight, and Bramins
of diftinétion amongft them, wear any other arms
than a Chury or Chryfs, except on particular occa-
fions, as, for inftance, on celebration of their nup-
tials, or the feftivals held amongft them{elves, when
the addition of the fword and fhield take place,
though a mere matter of parade. Thefe two cafts
of people made up the affembled crowd, excepting
a few Armeniang and Callo-fringheees that were in-
termixed with them, commonly called Portugueze,
of which latter there are a great number in Bengal,
and in all the European fettlements in India. The
Armenians are a fair complexioned people, and drefs
much like the Moors and Gentoos, except their caps,
which they wear inftead of turbans, which are moftly
made of black velvet, or broad cloth. The Portu-
gueze or Callo-fringhees drefs exa&lly like the Euro-
peans, and being as remarkable for their vanity as
their fuperftitious attachment to the papift religion,
endeavour to envy each other in finery and equipage.
The Gentoo women and girls from all the neigh-
bouring parts had likewife gathered together on
this occafion, and were mixed with the multitude,
but few or no Moor women were to be feen, except
fome of inferior famp; the females 2mongft the
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riders, who happened to be within the limits of
their humorous cafcafes. The coaft clear, the fly-
ing army had no fooner gained the river than-a
number of paper kites fuddenly were {een flying in
the air, different in their conftru&ion from fuch as
are made in Europe, which had been mounted by
boys who were difperfed in different parts of the
plain, handfomely drefled with {cymiters by their
fides and poignards in their waftebands or fathes:
and others in that of dragons or land or fea mon-
fters, made of the fineft tranfparent paper, painted,
varnithed and gilt, with glittering tails of the {fame
materials, that-mounted to confiderable heights, and
hovering over the river, palaces and plains, to me
was a fight as pleafing as novel.

No. 14.

The Mifs CHAPMAN’s in general, at Caftle
Michel and Caftle-Raben, near Athy.

LADIES, I have been defcribing to Mr. Chap-
man, the diverfions I was witnefs to yefterday fore-
noon, which letters there 1s no doubt but yeu have
feen and will impart to thofe of your acquaintance,
with whom I correfpond.

The heat of the day coming on the Savbab retired
within the walls of his palace, and the fpeétators
withdrew to their refpeétive homes, whofe example
I followed by going to my friend’s at Moradbaugh,
an Englifh captain, commanding two battalions of
Seapoys in this department. This gentleman had
been fome years in the country, fpoke the Indoftan
language perfeGtly well, and was even a critic in it ;
and initiated along while into the ways of the natives,
whether Gentoos or Mahometans ; likewife of a fa-
tirical turn, and a young fellow of excellent witand

! finithed




70 INDOSTAN LETTERS.

“finithed education, proved an agrecable companion,
and was, during my ftay at Muxadabads of great
fervice to me, in his informations refpefting the
coun

In thccool of the evening we returned to the place
of ation, in a few minutes after which thc Nabob
with his vifiters and aumeers, appeared again in the
fame balcony they did in the morning, on which a
rhinoceros, and an elephant prepared for battle, were
.brought forth, who on the fight of each other, 1n-
ﬁantly approaching, begun with the utmoft fury to
engage. The elephant, at the firft onfet, overfetting
the rhinoceros in {cringing back to get fufficient
play for his teeth, which were at leaft between eight
and nine feet long, he being a very large elephant,
and upwards of ten feet in height, and proportion-
ably firong and robuft, and in appearance double.the

agmtude of his foe, but failing in his attempt by
only helping the unweildly animal up by lhfting him
bodily with his teeth, that he ran compleatly under
him, mﬁ'ead of through his vitals as he intendéd’;
the recovered brute, with all his mxght, ruihmg hta
head under the elephant’s belly, in order to np it
open with the horn that projeéted out from his fore-
head (which is always the rhinoceros’s -play when
engaging his common enemy the elephaut) he coa-
tinued 'poking at his antogonift’s guts, baving got
at laft both his head and fhoulders between the ele-
phant’s hind legs, which being out of the reach of
the dcphant’s teeth, giving him pain without his

g able to difengage himfelf.

Prmrokcd with his fituation, he gave three fudden
fucceflive roars, followed bya violent jerk of his whole
body backwards, which bringing the rhinoceros in
front, with an incredible rapid pufh of one of his
teeth, he maimed him to fuch a degree, that unable
to continue longer the fight, he turned taikzand

marched
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marched off, and left him mafter of the field, amidft
the fhouts and acclamations of the crowd ; when he
was condu@ed by an efcort in the fame manner the
conquering elephant had been in the forenoon to fa-
lute the Soubah his fovereign lord and mafter. The
rhinoceros 1 have been treating of, though defcribed
in the encyclopedia; and by writers of ‘natural hif-
tory, as an animal not {o generally known as many
others of a lefs note, T will, before I proceed in my
account of the diverfions I have promifed in my let-
ters, {ay fomething about this creature. 'The head
of a thinoceros has refemblance to both a camel’s and
a boar’s, and fo thick the bone of his fcull that it will
repel a mufket ball, or the blow of an.ax; but dif-
proportionate to his body, which with his legs and
thighs refemble much an elephant’s : upon his fore-
head grows a horn, turning inwards towards his ears,
to which his forehread is a bafe, this horn being about
fix inches in diameter below -that part of it that
coheres to his face, and {even inches in length, ter-
minating gradually from the bafe to a point; which
horn though not very large is very {olid and ftubborn
and is the only weapon he has to truft to for offence
or defence, except his hide, which is- a compleat
coat of mail, nature having provided this animal
with, above all others known in the creation, the
moft redoubtable barriers againt the miffive weapons
of men, or the formidable talons and voracious jaws
of other beafts, an hard knobby crutt of ramifica- -
tions and thick impenetrable fcales covering the fu- -
perfices of his hide, excepting his belly and lower
parts, that, though retained within a fkin of an inch
thick, and of a-more glutinous -and elaftic nature
than that of even a buffaloe’s, lies expofed to the
wound of fhot and pointed weapons: His food is ve- -
getgble, and when kept upa while, he will grow do-
cileind pacific ; and his horn is faid to be fo certain
an
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an antidote, that liquor even drank dut of'it, thugh
mixed with poifon, will have no fatal effeCis.

Afeer this engagement, I obferved the multitude
fuddenlybreke the line they had formed on the foutl’
fide of the plain,and were contending who fhould gain
the banks of the river firft, till by degrees thoufands
of fpe&tators aflembled on both fides. The ladies
of the feraglio had been taking a party of pleafure
on the water, and were then returning in their Bud-
geroes. A fleet of thefe Budgeroes, or Indian barges
with about three hundred boats of different fizes
and conftruftion, appeared on the river winding
into that branch of it that ran between Muxadabads
and the oppofite fhore, that I amongit the reft of
thefe fpetators: ftood on. Thefe boats formed a
three dithin& divifions, viz. front, centre and
rear. In the centre of each divifion was- a large
Budgers, commanding the reft, and in the centre
of the middle divifion, feven of greater magnitude,
the middle of which was at leaft as big again as the
Budgeroes in general amongft the whole. - The leffer
boats were painted Dinghees and Moor Punkies with
Little Kfties attending them, and rowing a-head at
times, and then drepping a-ftern, according to the

given from the reft of the fleet, which fignals
were made by the firing of {mall brafs cannon from-
the large Budgeroes, and waving particular flags,
and from the Dinghees and Moor Punkies by dif-
charging {everal guns or large Burghundaffes. In this
order divided, they advanced down the river, but
the current runmng againft them, which was pretty -
ftrong, the progrefs they made was but flow, whiift .
the wind, being contrary, likewife which prevented
their carrying fails; it gave good opportunity for
examining the form of the boats, the drefs of the
people that managed them, and their mode of con-
daéing them. The Budgeroes were all painted and
- gilded,






