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CHAP XV

Of Quoangtung rhe Fifteenth Province,

Uoangtang, "called by the Enropeans Canton, isthe moft Southern
Province in China ; is bounded by the Ocean, and is provided
with @ very good Haven at the end of a River, which is Navigable
with great Ships up to Cantor.  The whole is a fertile Country, plen-
titully abounding with all neceflaries ; which draws a very confiderable
Trade hither, as well with the Zudians as Europeans, from which latter
above one hundred Englifh, Dutch and Portuguefe Ships annually come
to and go from hence.
The laft mentioned Nation (*) having made themfelves Mafters of
Macao, a Neighbouring Peninfula, have there a very fine Haven, from
whence they drive a very great Trade to Cantor, but are obliged on

that account to pay annually socoo, fome fay sooooo Laens to the
Emperor, each Laen amounting to two Rixdollars.

They have poilelled this Ifland above an hundred and ten Years.

(OurAuthor wroteabout theYear,1694.) and they have ftrongly fortified
and built {everal Churches and Monafteries upon it. The Commodities

in which they chiefly trade with the Chinefe are Pepper, Cinnamon,
Cloves, Sanders (very ufeful in dying) Callicoes: The Medicinal
Wood, Pucho; Ebony, red dying Wood ; Wine and a fort of Birds Nefts
found in the above-mentioned Ifland. Thefe Birds Nefts are efteemed
a very good Reftorative Med'cine:  They are commonly boiled for a
quarter of an Hour, and not longer in Chicken broth ; for if it be
(uflered to boil longer, the whole would diffolve : each Pound of this
coft three, and fometimes four Laens; and the white is efteemed beft.
Arecca being the Fruit of a certain Palm, which is hard, bitter and aftrin-
gent, isallo brought hither to be fold : The Zudians commonly chew

(*) Macao, faith Le Comte, is famous for the former vaft commerce of the Poreuguc/e
there, before the Holla:ders juftled thcm out of almoft all India: And at prefent they
are not able to kecp many Forces there.  Here is a very- good Road for Ships to ride ;
the Haven indeed is but finall, but fafe and very commodious. All Cuftoms on im-
ported Goods are the Emperors : and tho' the Portugucfi have yct a fortof form of Go-

vernment there, yet (as we have elfewhere hinted more largely ) they are fubject to the
Mandaryns in all cafes which concern the Emperor
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146 A Short Defcription

it with the leaves which they call Betel; which wathed in a little
Lime-water become red: and the Spittle of thofe who chew it is of a
Rlood colour: And any Perfon not accuftomed to this ufage upon
trying of it turns very red in the face and inebriated.

This Plant is greatlygcelebrated and very much ufed in Zudia; they
biting and chawing 1t the whole Day, as perpetually as fome {moal
Tobacco in other places: It is hot and dry, warms the Stomach and
helps Digeftion: Tt is alfo boiled in Water, and being aftringent, is
ufed in cafe of Fluxes. There are alfo brought hither Rhinocero's
Horns, Ivory, Furrs, and Red Lacca, from whence the fineft flicks of
Sealing-wax are prepared: This Drugg is the Excrement of a fort of
Worms or Ants, which fticks to the Leaf and Wood of the Plants. We
thall hereafter treat of the Fruits.

This Province abounds with brown and white Sugar; and great
quantities of Silk are wrought here, of which al forts of Goods are
made, and tranfported hence to /ndia and other places. The Indians
alfo buy here great quantities of Porcelain, Tin, Iron, and Copper-
work, Paper and feveral other Merchandifes and Rarities, moft of
which are paid for in Silver; but on the other {ide a great deal of Gold
is tranfported from China to India.

The chief City of this Kingdom is called Quangchen Fu; an extra-
ordinary fine City: which is ftocked with and trades in all {orts of
European and Indian Commodities. About four French Miles diftant
from this City is a Village called Fuxan, where the greateft Trade in
all China is drove : for the Inhabitants are richly ftocked with all forts
of Manufacures : And it is reported that {ixty thoufand Families live
in this Village.

This Province hath fuffered very much by War, In the beginning
of the Revolution of the Empire, the chief City was befieged by
two perty Kings, Princes of the (*) Imperial Blood, with a very
great Army, and for above the {pace of one Year, furionfly affaulted

(*) ‘Thefe Princes were afterwards, one of them King of Quantong, ari the other of
Fokien : But thofe Monarchies were but of fhort duration; nor did they devolve on
rieir Heirs ; for one aiter the other they were both continually accufed of (ome Crime
or other ; bur indeed the true realon of their fall was, that rezfons of Stare would not
permit the Jealous Tarrar to {uffer zny Princes of the Antient Race, of which the Chi-
nefr were not a licle ford. This was zlfo the chief reafon why Ofangoness’s Pefterity
were killed, whatever {pecious precences were made ufe of to colour the Barbarity ;
tnch were thofe drawn from the rigorous Chinefe Laws, which dire&ed the punifhmert
of Treafon to the Ninth Generauon, and thar they were thereby forced to it.
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162 A Short Defcription

Southwards on Szam, and Weflwards on Pegx : But is a Country of no
marner of Commerce.

Siam is a very large Ningdom, which is frequently infefted with
Wars and Coniufions: ’‘twas formerly fubject and triburary to this
Empire, but taking adventage of its diftanc {ituation and the va-
rious Revoluuoas of the Chinefe Monarchv, that Kingdom hath
like Pegu fhook off ihe Yoke. This isa Kingdom of a very wide
extent, butthe Landis walle, untilled and uninhabited : and its People
living moflly in Woods and Wildernefles, behave themfelves rather
like Wild Beafis than reafonable Creatures. They build or ere&
Hutts made of Hides; and the whole Country abounds with
Woods, which harbour Elephants, Rhinoceros’s, Buffles, Wild Oxen,
Tygers, Bears, and {everal other Wild-Beafls. Here are great Herds
of Apes as big as Children. The Woods are very clofely crouded
with lofty Trees, of the heighth of Forty or Fifty Ells; f{ome of
which are alfo {o thick that {even or eight Mea joining Hands can
hardly begirt them, and one Trunk is large enough to hew out a
Boat. Here are innumerable quantities of Crocodiles, which devour
Men alive, and are four or five Ells long: Which renders travel-
ling either by Water or Land very dangerous in all parts of this
Country: As it is alfo at Pegu, Laos, Camboja, &c. The Inhabi-
tants of all which Countries, wear the {fame f{ort of Habits, and
very nearly agree in their Cuftoms and Manner of living; but dif-
fer in their Language and way of Writing. They are all Heathens,
and extravagantly reverence or rather ldolize their Priefts. Their
Pagods or Temples are all of Brick, but very numerous and orna-
mental: Their Idolatrons Images are large, beautiful, and finely
guilt, fome of them being about ten Ells high. The Streets and
feveral fpatious places are adorned with large Turrets, about Fifty
or Sixty Ells high, gilded all over on the outfide. Thefe Idols were
brought by the Bramines ({o their Priefts are called) out of /ndia,
as is above-mentioned in the XXI. Chapter.

The King keeps his Court at Futia, which is alfo called Siam ; this
is a large, and upon an exterior view feems a very fine City, but
1s very defolate within: The Darch have a Houfe or Factory at the
City of Ligor, and the Englifb, Portugueze, Mogols, Ferfians, and Chi-
nefe, trade very confiderably here; nay {cveral Portugueze live
in the City. Formerly the Europears enjoyd great Immunities,
here ; but at prefent are abridged of fome of them, on the follow-
ing occafion.
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