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1:2 Riipcecres.

5°
:a: an exceuent fceat, and is extremely {wift of foor

hen in danzer, it will plurge into the {ea or rivers, and
fwim znd dive elternatelv, till it reaches a place of {e.

coue, ana w ounding thems with the tutks in its lower iaw,
It &
A1

-

CUmily,
T babyrovella repofes in @ very fingular manner,

Licling one ef its vpper tulks on the branch of 2
n {uffering its whole body to fmng down at
u{pende ed Ly a fingle tooih, it will remain
the whole nizht cut of the reach of annoyvance.

It acpears to fub&t chiefly on the leaves of trees and
vegetatles, fhiuns the hounts of men, and is innoxious,

enlefs when excited to exention inits own defence—
Thic animal is very common in the ifland of Borneo, to
which it was formerly fuppofer!- to be peculiar; but itis

now kiiown to inhabit many other parts both of Afia
and Africa,

THE RHINOCEROS.

Of ihis animal there are two varieties, one with a
fingle, the other with two horns on its fnout. Nextto
the elephant, it is the moft powerful of quadrapeds, and
the moft bulkv, if we except the hippopotamus. Its
length is commonly twelve feet, its height fix or feven,
and its circumference is nearly equal to its length.

Except in firength, however, nature has not endowed
the rhinoceros with any qualities that exalt it above the
ordinary rank of quadrupeds; its principal refources con-
fift in its moveable lip, and the offenfive weapon on its
nofe, which is peculiar to the kind. This is indeed a very
formidable inftrument of annoyance or defence : it is

{olid throughout, and fituated {o advantageoufly, that it
protects
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Rbinoceros. 153

orotedts the whele vifage, and enables the animal to
afail its foes with irrefiftible effet. 1t frequently Trips
open the belly of its antagonift, and is dreaded by the
tiger more than the elephant 1ifelf.

The body and limbs are covered with a blackifh fkin,
fo impenetrable as to refift the claws of the moft fero-
cious animals, as well as the {pear, and the fliot of the
hunters. Being incapable of either extenfion or con-
wrattion, it is rolled up in large folds at the neck, the
faoulders, and the rump, in order to facilizate the motion
of the head and limbs ; which laft are maffy and furnifhed
with large feet, armed with three toes,

The hern of the rhinoceros fometimes meafures nearly
four feet in length, by fix or feven inches diameter at the
bafe. Itis commonly of a brown or olive colour, and is
more efteemed by the Indians than the i\’or)" of the ele-
phant ; not on «ccount of real advantage derived fromit,
but for certain medicinal qualities which it poffelles, or
i¢ fancied to poflefs,

Without being ferocious or carniverous, the rhinoceros
15 perfe@ly untradtable.  He is merely among large,
what the common -hog is.among {mall, animals ; temera-
rious, and brutal, without intelligence, fentiment, or
~docility : he feems even to be fubjeét to paroxy{ims of fury,
which nothing can mitigate ; for one that Emanuel, king
of Portugal, fent to-the Pope in 1¢13, deftroyed the vel-
tel in which it was tranfporting; and a rhinoceros, exhis
bited fome years ago in Paris, was drowned in a fimiliar

mznner, while on the voyage to Italy,

This huge beaft is fond of wal‘owmg in the mire
like a hog; and teftifies-a marked predile@ion for moitt,.
marfhy grounds, never quitting the banks of rivers. The
fpecies is not very numerousybut it is found both in-
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1'54 Sta Unicorn.

Afiaand Africa. The female produces bat one ata time,
and that at confiderable intervals, During the fir{t month,
the young rhinoceros is much about the fize of a maftiff,

Deftitute of every beneficial quality, the rhinoceros
orly confumes an immen{e quantity of provifions while
alive, and his fleth is of no value when dead. His fkin,
indeed, forms the hardeft and beft leather in the
world ; and among the ignorant natives of the countries
where he is found, almoft every part of his body is
reckored an antidote againft poifon, or beneficialin fome
difeafes.

Having no appetite for flefh, but fubfifting on vege-
tzbles alone, he neither difturbs the fmall, nor dreads the
largeft animals. He is rather folitary than favage, and
never attacks mankind unlefs in his own defence.

The two-horned rhinoceros is a {carce animal; itis
found only in Africa, and was a long time fuppofed to be
2 fabulous creature, till obferved by Dr. Sparrman, and
defcribed in his travelsat the Cape of Good Hope,

Ozper VII—CETA.

T HIS order includes the whale kind, the cachalot, and
t::e dolphin. ‘Though inhabitants of the deep, they are
viviparous, refpire through lungs like quadrupeds, and
fuckie their younge -

THE NARWAL, OR SEA UNICORN,
Xa fize this animal is inferior to the whale, feldom ex-

cecding fixty feet in length, and the body is more flender
and





