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examination of this creature, muft have been _177s.

aturalift. Decem
toa Db L \ ,

The circumftance which firft and chiefly
excited my atention was, that in the hide of
this beaft there was none of thofe plaits and
folds, which we find in the defcriptions and
figures publithed of the rbinoceros bicornis, and
hich give it the appearance of being cover-
d with a harnefs. It was only on the hide of
he leffer of thefe animals that we could ob-
erve a fmall fold or plait, and that merely at
he nape of the neck; but this feemed to pro-
eed from the pofition that we found 1t 1a,
iz. with the head leaning againft the ground,
yy which means it was carried fomewhat

jackwards.

Confidering it in other refpelts, the hide was
alf an inch thick on the back, but fomewhat
hicker on the fides, though lefs compact
here. The furface of it was fcabrous and
notty, and not much differing from that of
e elephant, but of a clofer texture; and
vhen it is dry, extremely hard. It was of
n ath-colour, excepting about the groin,
vhere the fkin is not near fo thick, but 1s al-
oft quite fmooth, and of the colour of a
an’s flefh.

The muzzle or nofe converges to a point,
ot only above and beneath, but hikewile very
iibly on the fides, nearly as it does in the
ortotfe.  The upper lip is fomewhat longer
han the lower. The eyes are fmall, and

ik 1n the head,

Though
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1775. Though the horns have been diffufely d..
December feribed by others, yet, in order that the rea
=¥~ er may form a juit an1 adequate idea

them, it 1s requifite i1n this Sacc to mak
various additions to the def{criptions already
given. They are of the fame fhape, andj
fome meafure of the fame fize in both fexe:.
yet it appeared to me, that the fize of thy
was not always .proportioned to the .body
Neither, indred, is there any conftant px
portion obfcrvable between the foremofl he
and the hindmoft, though the foremolt isd
ways the larger of the two.

The hindmoft, efpecially in the -older a
mals, 1s moft commeonly ebferved to bew
away in different parts, which 1s never i
cafe in the foremoft and larger one. Th
in fome meafure, confirms the affertion:
the Hottentots and the colonifts, that i
rhinoceros ‘makes ufe of the fhorter one o
for the digging up of the various reots, wh
arc faid to compofe great part of its fool
it being endued with the power of turni
the larger horn 3t that time, on one {ide o
of thc way. I was even informed, thati
the live rhinoceros the horns -were fo mobi
and lopfe, that when the animal walks cax
lefsly along, one may fee its horns wagg
about, and hear them clath and clatter agan
each other. What feems to add farther co
firmation to -this account, concerning &
truth of which, however, I am not witho
my doubts 1n many refpelts, 1s an excavati
or cavity in the bafe of the horns ; particuls
ly that of the foremoft, which, like a glenc
cavity, by means of certain articulations, !

adapte
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sdapted to, and mclofes 2 round protuberance 1775,
of thefcull. 1t was with great difficnley thae December
we cut the horns :away from it throngh the ™™
finews and cartilages, by mreans of which

they were attached to the cranium, and of

which the remains are #ill to be feen on the

horns I have brought home with me, Had

] previoudly had the lealt bint of the'horas

being moveable, 1 fhould certainly not have
omitted to inwveftigate the degree of force
withwhich -themuicles and tendons, tatended

for the ftrongthening of the joint, and keep-

ing the horn fteady and ered@, were capable

of ating. ‘Of the elder of the rhinocerofes

which we had juft fhet, and whofe harns 1

have preferved m the cabiact of the Royal
Academy, the hindmolt horn s very evilent.

ly much worn away. 1 have likewie found

the fame appearance on anether rhiaoperos-

harn, which was put up for fale at che Cape,

But in the younger animal, which | ddfed-

ed, and which 1 particularly allude 10 in the
prefent defcription, no marks. of this kind

were obfervable. The fhape of the rhinoce-
res-horns are univerfally conical, with the

tips inclined fomewhat backwards, asisithewn

in the annexed plate ; and may be feen fill

more diftin&ly in a figure given by Mr,
Kiein, which reprefents a pair of rhinoceros-

horns of the natural fize.

With refpe& to their fubftance and tex-
ture, thefe horrs feem to confift of parallel
horny fibres, the extreme points of which on
the lower half, efpecially on the pofterior part
of the foremoit horn, and on the greater part
of the hindmoft, projeét in many places; fo

| that
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1775- that the furface in thofe parts is full of ine
December qualities, and in fome places feels as rough i
a bruth. The upper part of the horns i

fmooth and plain, like thofe of oxen.

The anterior horn belonging to the lefl
of the rhinocerofes that we had fhot, was ;
foot in length, and five inches over at the
bafe. On the larger of thefe animals thi
horn was half as long again, and feven inchs
in diameter mealured at the fame part. Thi
rhinoceros, however, did not exceed the
other 1n bulk, i1n proportien to the fize d
its horns. Indeed, in the cabinet- of the
Royal Academy of Sciences, there is prefery.
ed a pair of horns belonging to the rbinocer:
bicornis, the foremoft of which is twenty-tw
inches i1n length, and the hindmoft fixteen
The diftance between thefe horns 1s fcarcely
two inches. They differ likewife from tk
horns I faw in Africa, and from thofe!
brought with me, in being of a lighter c»
lour and ftraight, and at the {fame time flt
on the fides; fo that the hindmoft horn par-
ticularly, has pretty fharp edges on the uppe
part, both before and behind. Thefe hor
moft probably came from the northern part
of Africa, as they were purchafed at Naple
by Baron EmanveL pE Geer during his tr
vels, and v ~re by hin fent to his father, tht
late Marihai pe Gezr, as an additional or-
nament to his nob'e mufeum, together with
which they were prefeated by the Marfhal’
illutrious widow to the Royal Academy o
Sciences,

This
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This animal may be faid to be totally def- 1rv7s.
wute of hair, though there are a few icat. December
erea dark briftly hairs about an inch long on
he edges of the ears, with a very few between
and round about the horns. Thisis likewife
he cafe at the tip of the tail, This is about
ninch thick, diminifthing by degrees from
eroot to the tip, whichis fomewhat enlarg-
din the fore part, and particularly in the
ack part, and at the fame time rounded off,
jut is flattened at the fides. It 1s direly on
he edges produced by this confurmation,
at there are to be {een fome ftrong Rl hairs
n inch, or an inch and a haif in length.
uch of them as ftand towards this creature’s

ard and rough body, are vifibly worn down
nd ftunted.

The feet, as may be feen in the fiogure, are
ot much wider than the legs. In the fore
arts they are furnifhed each with three
oofs, which do not proje¢t very much, and
f which the middlemolt is the largelt and
noft circular. The foles of the feet, like
hofe of the elephant, are covered with a
hicker and more callous "fkin than the other
arts;  and  are, if we except the edges,
which are compofed of the hoofs) together
nth a fiffure in the heel, fomewhat of a cir-
ular form.

I chofe the lefler of the rhinocerofes for the
urpofe of making the diffection, as well as
defcription and drawing of this animal. I
nd my people, making five 1n all, were not
Lle to ftir the carcafe, when, with a view to
et ac it with greater conventence, I endea-

voured
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¥775- voured to lay it on its back. ‘This, howewve
ber proceeded in a great meafure from the la;.
nefs of . my Hottentots, and their backward.
nefs.to affift me. In the pofition, therefor,
in which this unwieldy creature lay, we cu
up its left fide, and took a large flip from of
its thick hide. This could not be effeded
without a great deal of trouble, and repea
edly whetting our knives afrefh.,

Though the animal had lamn abdve twenty.
fout hours, and an ecchymofis was forme
about the wound, yet the flefh had hithem
been preferved from putrefaétion by th
thicknefs of the hide. A piece of this fieh
we broiled immediately, which tafted a goo
deal like pork, but in my opinion was mud
coarfer. In the mean while, we cut throug)
the ribs with an axe, and what with hacking
and tearing togcether, we at laft contrivedw
cmpty the cavity of the abdomen. [ mak
drawings and defcriptions-of thefe parts, anf|
took the dimenfions of them as {peedily s
poflible ; after which we took out the d-
aphragm, and a naked Hottentot crept it
the carcafe; in order to take out the lung
and heart,

Asthe animal had received its death-wount
by a fhot in the large blood-veffels of the
lungs, thefe parts were already affeCted with
fome degree of putridity. The lungs, liver
and milt had not been long expofed to the
open air, before they began to fwell and ef
fervefce. Theviolentheat of the {un at noon,
the great drought, and the-ftench of the car-

cafe, rendered this operation in a fhort ume|
extremel;
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sremely dangerous as well as difgufting., _1775.
In the mean while, I made the following ob- December

1 sy mund
fervations.

The vifcera of the rhinoceros bicornis, in
y opinion, moft refemble thofe of a horfe.
So that this 2mimal, notwithftanding its being
arnithed with horns, by no means belongs
o the ruminating” tribe, but rather to the
lafs of thofe whofe fat is of a foft nature like
ard, and not hard like tallow.

The ftomach does not bear the leait re-
emblance to that of a horfe, but rather to
hatof a manor a hog., It was four feet.in
ength, (as I have lately found in my notes,
ince 1 gave the defcription of this animal
nthe Swedifh Tranfaftions) and two feet in
fiameter; and to this vifcus was annexed an
teftinal tube of twenty-ecight feet long, and
x inches in diameter. This inteftinal canal
as terminated three feet and a half from the
ottom by a large coecum, if I may fo call 2
lfcus, which at its upper end was the fame
ndth as the ftomach, viz. two feet, and
bove twice the leagth; that is eight feec and
half, lying on the [pine of the back, and at-
ached to it at both ends, after which it 1s con-
ratted into a reétum fix inches 1n widch, and
foot and a half in length.

The kidnies were a foot and a half in dia-
eter, and the milt fcarcely a foot broad,
ut full four feet long. The heart wasa foot
nd a half in length, and the breadth not
uchlefs. The right lobe of the lungs had
dincifion ia it, but was in other refpe(ts
undivided




112 t A VOYAGE TO THE

1775- undivided and entire, being two feet j
December Jenoth, The left was fubdivided into tw
—v— lobes, the fmaller of which was next the b

of the heart. The liver, when meafured fron
right to left, was found to be three feet ax
a half in breadth ; but in depth, or meafurip
from above downwards, as 1t hangs 1n th
animal when this latter is in a ftanding pol;
tion, two feet and a half. It confiftedd
three larger perfectly diftint globes; almf
equal in fize, and of a fmall lobe befidy
which projefted to about a foot from the car
cave fide of the liver, at the middle of itsup
per edge. No gall-bladder, or any tracesd
it, was to be obferved. In this the rhinocerm
refembles the horfe.—]Juft before 1 fnifhd
the diffetion of this animal, 1. opened i
ftomach, which was very much diftended, 1
order to examine what it ufually fed upom
The contents of the ftomach were entir
without fmell, and perfetly frefh and fwes
confifting of roots and fmall branches of tre
mafticated, fome of which were found as by
as the end of a man’s finger. This creatur,
as 1t appeared, had likewife eaten a gred
quantity of fucculent plants, among which|
thought I recognized two or three that wet
harfh and prickly. The whole of this ml
diffufed around a very ftrong and not dif
grecable aromatic odour, which in a gred
meafure took off the ftench which arofe from
the putnid vifcera. Might it not be fome pe
culiar herb, or, perhaps, the root only of &
herb, with which I was entirely unacquaint
ed, which produced the greateft part of b
aromatic flavcur ? In the excrements of th

anunal, which were four inches in diamete
. an.
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and in other refpefts refemble thofe of a horfe, _1775.
though they are of a much drier nature, there December
is ufually feen a quantity of bark and fibres
of trees, a2 circumftance that the hunters pay
stention to; and by that means are able to
fitinguifh it’ from the dung of the hippopa-
asmus, an animal that feeds only on grafs,
thrult my hand into this creature’s mouth,
vhich was half open, and found the tongue
verfelly foft, which is in diret contradic-
ion to the common notion, viz. Quod lam-
bends trucidat, (that he kills by hicking with
s tongue,) 1 was likewife not a little
tonithed to find no fore-teeth in any of the
hree carcaffes of the rhinoceros, although
ine of thefe beafts feemed to be old; and,
n fa&t, this animal has little room for fore-
eeth, as the mouth goes off fo fharp at the
ore part, that in that place it is only an inch
nd 2 half broad. Befides, it has no occafion
or any teeth thefe, as the lips, like the fkin,
re of that extreme hardnefs, that it is able
o clip off the tops of plants and fhrubs with
em; and that with fo much the greacer eafe,
 the under jaw goes within the upper; fo
at this fpecies of rhinoceros is probably
pable of laying hold of its food with its
ps, and conveying it into its mouth, with
he fame eafe and dexterity as Dr. Parsons

bferved in the common rhinoceros on a
milar occafion.

At that time I could not poflibly feparate
he flefh from the other bones, for the pur-
ofe of examining them. 1 was in hopes,
owever, that, by the time I returned, the

gles and wolves would fave me that trouble.
Vou. II. | And
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1775- And this, indeed, was fo far the cafe, that)
December K24 it in my power to carry home with me
===~ cranium of the leaft rhinoceros, which I di

feCted, very nearly in a complete ftate. Ii;
from this fkull that 1 had the annexed draw.
ing made; and this part of the animal is ¢
too much importance, for the defcription ¢
it to be omitted here.

Both jaws being clapped together in the
proper joint, give nineteen inches for th
height of 1t in the back part; and, meafurd
at the fore part from the tip of the nofe, ff
teen ; the length, meafured from the tip o
the nofe to the hindmoft part of the craniur
1s 1n a dire@ line twenty-three inches, ¢
fomething lefs than two fect.,

With a view to avoid being prolix in myd
fcription, 1 refer my readers to the figurea
nexed in Plate I11. of this volume, when
they will be able readily to conceive the pr
portion, &c. of the other parts. It is ont
fore part of the os frontis that the leffer ho
1s fixed; 1t will, therefore, probably, be ealis
perceived from the annexed drawing, that th
Jagittal [uture 1s obliterated, and that the:

occipitis 1s terminated by a flac furface, along
which 1t goes ftrait down in a perpendicy

line to the condyloid procefles, one of whi
15 feen in the figure.

The cavity in which the brain is containe
does not extend much farther forward thanth
¢ffa bregmatis. The other bones by which

is encompalied are tolerably thick, fo th
~ipesth



CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 115

hishuge animal has but a fmall brain in pro- _197s.
wortion to its fize; the cavity for containing December
his organ being barely fix inches long, and
wur high, and being of an oval fhape. In
der to know the capacity of it with the great-
certainty, we filled it with peas;, which we
erwards meafured, and found to amount
rely to 3 quart. With a view to difcover
e proportion between the brain of the rhino-
ros and that of a man, I likewife filled a
iddle fized human {cull with peas, and found
at nearly three pints were requifite for this
rpofe.  On the other hand, the cavity of
nofe in the rhinoceros is of a confiderable
e, which probably does not a little contri-
te to the quicknefs of this animal’s fcent,
lealt, phyfiologilts ufe to explain the fupe-
y of hounds 1n this particular, fram the
wmftance of the tunica fchneideriana, or
nervous membrane appropriated to this
e, (when 1t 1s expanded and extricated
all the folds which it makes in the ca-
y of the nofe, with the greateft art cone
ed for this purpofe,) being fo extenfive as
over the whole body of the animal; while
the other hand, this membrane, in the

an fpecies, is capable of covering oanly
head.

Ix dentes molares only, or grinders, were
rved on either f{ide of each jaw, belong-
to the two oldeft of the rhinocerofes fhot
s, and five only in the lealt or youngcit,
e annexed drawing of its cranium fhews ;
quite back i1n the mouth we difcerned the
ks of two more on cach fide, the foremoft
hich-bad begun to make its appearance,

12 Lut
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¢ F

1775. but the hindmoft was almoft entirely includs
December ;5 its focket, Hence itfollows, that anag
—V and full-grown rhinoceros has fourteen tee

in each jaw, inall twenty-eight.

. In the anterior part of the os palati, t
animal appears to have a tooth-like proce
which in the fcull that I brought home w
me is loft. Confidering the diftance of
from the lower jaw, it fhould feem that itc
hardly ferve any purpofes of atooth. Ih
to thank M. PaLLas for this piece of intd
gence ; who, when I had tranfmitted toh
this cngraving, was fo good as to fend me
beautiful figures of the cranium of a rhinw

ros, tranfmitted to him by M. Cawmenl
the Ai2a Petropolitana.

‘ The dotted lines drawn about the cranw
fhow pretty nearly the fituation of the b
and lips.

As | have mentioned above that the rhe
ceros may be killed by a fingle fhor, it foll
that the hide of this animal is not fo imp
trable as has been fuppofed. BonTius hash
ago remarked, that this beaft is ufually ki
with powder and Ball. M. pe Burrox)
bably did not pay attention to this pif
when he afferted, on the authority of
vaise, that its hide cannot be penetrat
any ball, excepting only about the ears.
thefe, however, M. b Burron feems
his own free will, to have added the!
and the belly. It is true, indeed, thatl¢

balls will fooner be flattened againft the

than pierce it; but that balls or cyl
n
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nade of iron, (des lingots de fer) thould not 1775
e able to make the leaft impreffion on ig, December
»ems to be another addition of M. pe Bur-
on's, equally abfurd with the former. It
requently becomes neceflary for me to cor-

% in this manner, the voluminous works of
his illuftrious author; which, 1ndeed, merit

his corre€tion fo much the more as the errors
nthem, being in other refpefts not unfre-
wently drefled up in an elegant ftyle, have,

n fat, impofed on many with charms which
ught to be the attendants on pure genuine

ruth only, and unadulterated nature. It is
ierefore probable, that the fportive genius of
. D Burron muft at times have operated
n impofing likewife on its owner 3 but [ am
villing to hope, that this gentleman, being
p profeffeon the interpreter of pature and truth,
vill on this account fee with the greater plea-
ure, any ftriétures and remarks which are ne-

eflary to preferve the fcience of nature from
dlichood and error.

For this reafon 1 fhall proceed, without any

arther ceremony, to inform the reader, that
the hide of the rthinoceros, as weil as that of

the clephant, is capable of being penetrated
by javelins and darts. 1 ordered one of my
Hottentots to make a trial of this with his
haffagai, on one of the dead rhinocerofes.
hough his weapon was far from being in
good order, and had no other tharpnefs than
hat it had received from the forge, yer, by
means of a certain manceuvre, 1t received
fuch ap impulfive force, as atthe diftance of

five or fix paces, to pierce through the thick
hide

e
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1775- hide of the animal half a foot deep into k
e 4 |

The Hottentot or Caffre hunters are accuf
tomed to fteal both vpon the elephant and th
rhinoceros while they are afleep, and give the
feveral wounds at once. After this they fo
low the traces of the animal for one or mon
days, till it drops down with weaknefs or dis
of its wounds. Generally, however, accor
ing to their own account, they poifon oneq
two of their darts immediately, before thy
attack an animal of this fize; in which cif
they have no occafion to wait {o many day
as they otherwife would, before their prey fil
into their hands. A farmer tofd me, he hi
feen an elephant in this manner wounded ul
dead within twenty-four hours,

As to what regards the one-horned rhinoe
ros, M. pe Burron, in Tom. XI. changesh
opinion three times in the {pace of a fcwﬁ
ges. In rpagc 177, without quoting his
thority for 1t, M. pe BurFon confiders [lj
hide as being fo tough, as not to be penc
ble either by the fire-arms or fide-arms of i
bunter, (ui du fer ni du feu du chaffeur.) I
page 181 again in the notes he quotes,
Erovcs and much commends the accountgt

y M. Mours relative to this point, whi
yect is in contradi&ion with the former. Th
however, he feems again to have forgot, wh
In page 195, (without producing any autl
rity for 1t) he affures us, that javelins (/es)
velots & les lances) are not able to piercet
animal’s fide.

M. D
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M. pe BuFFoNn, not content with afferting Decar
hat the hide of the rhinoceros is impenetra- em
e, in page 176, will not even allow it the
aft proportion whatever of fenfibility, (priveé
toute [enfibilité) and this merely without
uoting any authority, or having any other
wndation for the affertion, than what his own
nagination has furnithed him with., And
t, had M. pE Burron but paid a moderate
egree of attention to the clear and diftin&
count drawn up by Dr. Parsons in the
hil. Tranf. which he himielf has quoted, it
ould feem that he muit have been of a dif-
rent opinton. In that paper it 1s mentioned,
jat the rhinoceros emicted his penis, when he
s tickled under the belly with a wifp of
w. M. pe Burron too remarks himfelf,
at the rhinoceros is fond of wallowing in the
ire like the hog: but I will leave it to others
judge, how this accords with the abfolute
fenfibility he attributes to the hide. And,
deed, when even the thick hide of the ele-
ant is affected by the ftinging of flies, how
n we fuppofe that of the rhinoceros to be
folutely infenfible ! Again, the fkin at the
itom of a man’s foot, though thicker than
sin other parts of the body, 1s neverthelefs
yno means void of fenfibility. Moreover,
¢fkin of the rhinoceros, however tough and
le 1n its texture, has, at lealt about the
oin, veflels, blood, and juices, adapted for
¢ nourtthment of infets, which, indeed,
tually do nourifth them; this beaft being
eted with a kind of acari, which I have
covered on its pubis and groin, and have
awn up an account of them, inferted in the
lth Tome of Memoires fur les Infeétes. Nei-

ther
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1975. ther does the thicknefs of this animal’s hyg
December 5revent it from perfpiring.

This creature, which at all other timqsap
pears to be of a grey colour, foon becon;
black when it is hard hunted. This proce;
from the duft and dried mud fticking to}
animal’s fkin, and moiftened by {weat. k
fides that I have been affured of this fadi!
others, 1 think I once myfelf faw a mani
inftance of it, in the cafe of a rhinocen
which was purfued by fome other {poriima
and very unexpefiedly paflfed within the d
tance of forty or filiy paces of my waggn
fortunately for me, without perceiving i,
doing it any damage. This beait was nu
darker coloured then any ever 1 faw, the
ber of which, however, 1nall, did not exw
cight..

From the figure of the rhinoceros refem
to above, and from the defcription ] havwet
ready given, it follows, that M. pe Bum
in his notes to page 186, accufes KoLBE, i
ourt any founcation, of having defcribedt
lefler horn as being placed in a flraic lined
hind the other, and upon the animal’s fu
head. It is imypeffible, fays he, that the!
borns fbould be placed fo far frem each ik
for in the borns which are preferved in .
HANs SLOANE’s mufeum, there is only the i
tance of three inches between the larger borni
the fmaller. 1n fa€t, this eminent natun
fcemns rather too halty in the foregoug
mark, aud torgets that every animal’s no
placed near it’s forehead; fo that while

hern 1s fixed on the rhinoceros’s nole,
0
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other may be very well fixed, and aluallyis _177s-
jo, on the forehead, A figure fo plain and December
fmple as KoLBe’s (vide the French edition) <"/

might have fufficed to prevent miftakes on
this fubjedt.

In fine, 1t is neceflary to inform my read-
ers, that what M. pe Burron advances coa-
cerning the copulation of the one-horned rhi-
noceres, viz. that it is performed croupe 3
eroupe, 18 not in the leaft applicable to che rhi-
noceros bicornis; but in all probability, this
opinion is not true with regard to eicher {pe-
cies, as 1n the two-horned rhinoceros which 1
examined, the penis was placed as forward un-
der the belly asitisin ahorfe; though, con-
fidered with relation to the different bulk of
the two animals, 1t 1s much fhorter. In the
anima) which 1 diffeCted it was no more than
feven or eight inches in length, as may be feen
in the fpecimen 1 brought home with me. In
a thinoceros, which had the appearance of
being old, it was not much larger. M. D&
Burron, after Dr. PaArsons, defcribes the
penis in the one-horned fpecies as being ftill
fhorter. Befides, he does not fay a word
concerning the fituation of this member, but
founds his conjeture on the fubjelt of this
animal’s copulation, merely on the circum-
ftance of its having been obferved to bend
its penis backwards when it ftaled, in which
direction confequently the urine was emitted.
But this, perhaps, was owing to an accidental
and vicious conformation; or it might be
done out of cleanlinefs, efpecially as we know
that the rbinoceres bicornis, at leaft has a very
acute fmell, and feems to love cleanlinefs,

from
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'1775. from the circumftance of its chufing certai
places mear the bufhes to ftale upon. It
poflible, indeed, that the animal may have:
kind of mufculus erefor, for the purpofe o
occafionally altering the diretion of this mem.
ber. But I am afraid of tiring my reader’s
patience, by dwelling fo long on the fubjed
of this quadruped; I fhall therefore at prefen
only make mention of it, juft as it may hap.
pen to occur in the courfe of my journal. M.
IMmeLMan likewife was at length tired of
ftanding by and feeing me diffeét this beaf,
and therefore fet out before us on his road
home, with a view to repofe between whiles,
and cool himfelf under fome fhady tree. I
order to go, as it appeared to him, a near
way, he rode over a hill overgrown with buh-
es. From this fpot a rhinoceros rufhed ou
upon him, and he would certainly have bee
trampled to death by this huge creature, o
clle have been taken up by it on its horns,
and, together with his horfe, thrown up into
the air, had not this latter in his fright mad:
a fudden ftart, and by feveral fide leaps carri-
ed his rider through the bufhes, out of the

fight and fcent of the animal.

Here i1t muft be obferved, that the rhino
ceros’s eyes are funk into its head, and ar
but fmall when compared to the bulk of 1ts
body ; on which account, it is reported to f¢t

- but indiftin&tly, and that only ftrait forwards.
But to make amends for this deficiency in
fight, its organs of fmelling and hearing arc
fo much the more acute; at the leaft noile
therefore, more than ufual, this creature,

taking the alarm and pricking up its ears,
ftands



CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 123

fands clapping with them and liftening, 444,
Above all things one muft take care, even December
when one 1s at a great diftance, nort to get to ‘v’
the windward of it ; for in that cafe, it fel-
dom fails direltly to follow the fcent, and at-
tack the obje&t of its purfuit, as it was very
pear doing by Mr. IMmeLMan. This gentle-
tleman, having with great difliculty made his
efcape, ftruck into a by-path, in order, after
pafiing through a little dale, to get into the
fraic and plain road. In this road he over-
took me, on a {pot whither I had retired to
fcreen myfelf and my horfe from the burning
rays of the fun, and was overlooking my
drawings and memorandums. He was ftill
fomewhat out of breath in confequence of his
adventure, at the time he gave me an account
of it ; and I, for my part, could not help in
fome meafure envying his good forinne, in
aving at fo cheap a rate fcen this huge un-
vicldly animal alive, together with the moti-
00s it made in the cumberfome hide in which
it was incafed : but, indeed, he himfelf had
leen fo lictle of it, that we foon came to an
greement to ride up together on the other fide
ot the very hill, in which he had juft beea
put to flight by the rhinoceros. From hence
ve thought we fhould be able to defcry this
(reature on the plain; but that we might not
be betrayed by the efluvia of our bodies, in
cafe he thould return again to the thicket, we
threw fome duft into the air, in order to deter-
mine more acurately which way the wind was,
and thus be able to dire& our courfe precife-
ly in oppofition to it. And indeed, we had
not been long arrived at the {pot before my
horfe began to be a little fhy, and at length
was
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was quite reftive, behaving juft as he had dop,
before when 1 firft rode him up to the carcafy
of the two rhinocerofes. This circumitanc
I took notice of to my companion, confider.
ing it as a fign thar, in all probability, ther
was a rhincceros near the fpot; but he wey
on, faying, it was impofhble, as it did s
ftrike him juit then, that there might be mon
than onec in that vicinity. We therefore ad.
vanced ftill nearer, till being but fifceen pac
off, I heard a ruftling noife like that of
animal raifing itfelf uvp leifurely on its leg
Immediately upon this appeared a rhinocerc,
with its horn proje@ing over one of the bufk:
es. I now thought it high time for us to tun
back immediately, and made figns to m
companion, that it might be done as filent
as poflible; our horfes’ feet, neverthelefs, m
a crackling noife among the dry branc
which had fallen from the trees, and wil
which the narrow paths between the bufh
were cvery where covered. On this accous
we did not negleét during our retreat to |
behind us, in order that we might make
as faft as poffible, in cafe the rhinoceros fhov
have been alarned by the noife, and h
been induced 1o purfue us. What 1 call pa
were merely tracks made by the buflaloes
rhinocerofes forcing their way through t
thickets ; but among thefe likewife we four
many blind paths, 1. e. fuch as terminated o
a fudden in fome high and impenctrable bub
Into a place of this fort we might in our fligh
eafily have firayed, and there have be
caught by the rhinoceros, as it were, in!
trap. ‘This adventure made us afterwar
fuipect, that every buth harboured a rhinoc

I0s
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cos; and induced us for fome time to givc up 177s.
Jlthoughts of reconnoitring among the bufhe Deccmber
eswith fo much affurance, an animal that did st

not appear as if 1t was to be trified with.

| think- we may infer from the preceding
relation, that this rhinoceros was different
from that which put Mr. IMMELMAN toflight;
25 likewife, tﬁat-this latter did nort purfue us,
by reafon that, in confequence of our having
rode up to it full in the face of the wind, it
could not get fcent of us; befides, this ani-
mal did not hear our talking nor the crackling
of the branches, with a fufficient degree of
certainty to engage it to make an attack upon
us: and in fine, it appears, that it had with
great forecaft chofen a thick and high bufh, by

way of entrenchment, on that fide of the
buth, from whence the wind prevented it from

getting fcent of any thing. If I may form
any conclufion from my horfe’s ftopping, it
would feem, that-he had got fcent of this
beaft as far off as the diftance of forty or -hf-

ty paces, though the wind was very moderate
from that quarter.

On our way homewards (for fo we always
called our waggon, or encampment in the
defert) we came within piftol-fhot of a herd
of elk-antilopes, probably the fame with thofe
we had given chafe to in the morning without
fuccefs ; but what was very flingular, they at
this time hardly fhewed the leatt fear. The
males, which were of the fize of an ordinary
galloway, appeared much more bulky and
corpulent than their - females, and feemed to
run rather heavily.

In
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177s-  In the evening we received an unexpeQed
December yifie,  This wasg from eight coloniﬂ:s,pcwho
==y~ were come hither from Camdebo with four
waggons, and had brought with them two of
their wives, and a couple of children. They
were going to the falt-pit before-mentioned
near Zwartkops-river, in order to fetch fa;
from thence ; but having been told by us f
the violent drought they would meet withip
their way thither, part of them only wen
with two waggons, that being fewer of then,
they might be lefs liable to fuffer for want of
water. Thefe people informed us, that tha
very day they had chanced to awake a rhino.
ceros juft by the road fide ; but that the beaf,
probably fcared by the noife and buftlei
heard from different quarters at once, ran by
them without doing them amy hurt. They
related to me, however, aninftance, in which
a rhinoceros had run up to a waggon, and
carried 1t a good way along with him on hi
fnout and horns, They likewife informed us,
that the diftemper among the horfes had al-
ready begun to commit ravages in the diftri&
of Camdebo, where, however, it otherwift
feldom ufed to make its appearance till the
month of April. Thereafon of this, proba:
bly, was the univerfal drought that prevailed

this year.

CHAP
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C H A P Xl

Nourney from Quammedacka to Agter Bruntjes-
Hoogte,

N the 21ft at nine in the morning we left 1775,
the pool at Quammedacka, which we had December
y this time drank dry, and arrived at noon
Lile Vifch-rivier, where we again pitched
rtents. We here found a herd of fpring-
ks, a couple of which we fhot, At five
cock this morning the thermometer was at
2 degrees, at twelve at 82, and at half palt
rec at g5 degrees. The evening was very
uch overcaft. In this tralt of country there
252 great drought on both fides of the river,
t {till greater tarther on towards the north,
icre the foil was more gravelly, and produc-
}a greater quantity of fucculent plants. In
¢ fpaces between thefe, befides fhrubs and
ithes, there was fometimes to be found a
tle dry grafs; every where elfe, the ground
s a8 dry and bare as a high road with a
iyey bottom. Between ten and elevean o’clock
night, we heard the roaring of alion ; and
ough it only roared twice, the animals we
d with us were very reftlefs the whole night
»'Ol-lghout-.

On
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1775& On the 22d carly in the morning, we crf
er ., fed Little Vifch-rivier, it being fuppoled, th;
where we then were, it would not be fo we
worth our while to look after the bipporamy
or fea-cow, an animal that is bigger than t
rhinoceros, and lives both in the water and o
dry ground, (vid. Plate IV. of this volume,
This, in fa@, bhaving feen the rhinoceros, w

what I now chiefly laid out for.

Between nine and ten o’clock, being on o
march, we faw two large lions, They wa
about three hundred paces from us, in a it
vale. The inftant they perceived us, theylx
took themfelves to flight. Being very
firous to have a nearer view of thefe animak
we rode in purfuit of them, all .the while thou
ing and calling out after them. Upon th
they mended their pace till they got downt
the fide of the river, which we'had juft crofi
and there hid themlelves in the thickets. Us
cd by their curiofity, two of our Hottenti
likewife followed behind us, one armed wi
a couple of haffagais, and the other with!
gun. We ourfelves were without any am
whatever, but I imagine we ran no rik!
this chafe, as we could -eafily have turn
back and fetched our arms, in cafe the lid
had thought proper to purfue us. In runni
they had a kind of fideling pace, like tb
of a dog, accompanied now and then with
flicht bound. Their necks were all the wh
fomewhat raifed, and they feemed to lo
afkance at us over their fhoulders. Onel
them had a mane, and confequently was
male; but both of them were nearly of
equal fize, and feemed to be conﬁdcralb]

high



