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CHAP L

Of the Roads from France-to the hither parts of Afia, and the Places
from whence they ufually fer out fbr Ifpahan.

Man cannot travel in 4fiz, as they do in Earope 5 nor at the
“fame Hours, nor with the fame eafe. There are no weckly
» Coaches or Wagons from Town to Town ; befides, that the

“Soil of the Countries is of {everal natures. In 4fiz you fhall
meet with feveral Regiens- until’d and unpeopl’d, either
through the badnefs of the Climate and Seil , or the {loth of
the Inhabitants, who rather choofe to live miferably; than
" towork. Thereare vaft Deferts to crofs, and very dangerous,

: . both for want of Water, and the Robheries that the erabs
daily commit therein. There are no certain Stages, or Inns to entertain Travellers.
The beft lnns, cfpecially in Turkée, are the Tents which you carry along with you,
and your Hofts are your Servants, that get ready thofe Vi&uals which you have:
bought in good Tewns. You fet up your Tent in the open Field, or in any Town
where there isno Inn: and a good fhift too in temperate; weather , when the Sun
is not too hot, or that it docs not rain. In the Caryanfera’s or Inns which are more:
frequent in Perfia than in Turkie,- there are perfons that furnifh you with Provifions,
and the firft come are beflt ferved.  As for Turkie itis full of Thieves, that keep in
Troops together, and way-lay the Merchants upon the Roads, and if they be not
very well guarded will certainly rob them: naymany timesmurder them. A mif-
chief prevented in Perfiz; by the well order’d convenience which is provided for
Travellers. To avoid thefe dangers and inconveniences, you are oblig’d to ﬁfay
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heap’d together great Sums, they would fain be going' te Afeccs, and ma-
king rich Prefents . to: #Mabomer... Buc the Great Mogal; vnwilling to let his
Money go out of his Countrey, will feldom permiit them eave to ardertake
that Pilgrimage : and therefore not knowing. what to- do with their Money,
they employ a grear part thereof in Monuments, to pespetaate their Memo~
r .

ies. S el -

Of all the Monumenss that are to be feen at 4gra, that of the Wife of
Cha-jeban is the mofmagpificent; the caus’d it to be fer up on purpofe near
tlie Tafimacan, to which all Strasgers muft-come, that they fhould admire i
The Tafimacan isia great Bazar, ot Market-place, compes'd of fix grear Courts,
all encompaflfed with: Porrico’s ;. under which there are Warehoufes for Mer-
chants ; 'and where there is a prodigious quantity of Calieuts: vended. The
Monument of this Degum, or Suiranefs, frands on the Eaft-fide of the City,
upon the River fide, in a great place enclofed with Walls, upon which therc'
ruas a little Gallery, as spon the Walls of many Cities i Zwrope. This place
is- a kind of Garderr with. Compartiments, like our Garden-plots 5 but whereas
our Walks are made with Gravel, here the: Walks are black and: white Marble.
You enter inro this place through a large Portal 5 and prefently upon the left
hand you efpy a fair Gallery, that Jooks towards Adioce; wherein there are
three or four. Niches, wherein the Afafr; comes at certain hours to pray. A
lirtle beyond the middle of the place, toward the Waten, are three great Plat-
forms, one rais’d above another, with. four Towers ar the four Corners of each,
and- Swairs within, upon the rop whereof they call the people before the time
of their prayer. On the top there is a Cxpola, little lefs magaificent than that
of Wal.de Grace in Paris; it is cover’d within and without with black Marble,
the middle being of Brick. Under this Cupels is an empty Tomb; for the Be-

g#m s interd under the Arch of the loweft Platform. ~The fame change of -

Ceremonies which is obferv’d under ground,. is obferv’d above. For they change
the Tapeftries, Candles, and other Ornaments at feveral times, and there are
always Aollai’s attending to pray. I faw the beginning and compleating of
this great work, thar colr twocand twenty years labour, and twenty thoufand
men always at work; o that you cannor conceive but that the Expence muft
be exceflive. Cha—jevan had begun to raife his own Morument on the other
fide of the River ; bur the Wars with his Son, broke off that defign, nor did-
Aurgpgzeb, 1OW reigning, ever take any care to finith it. There is an Ewxmnch
who' commands two thoufand men, that is entrufied to- guard not only the
Sepulcher of the Begum, but alfo the Tafmacan. .
Qn another fide of the City, appears the Sepnicher of King dkebar. And
as for the Sepulchers of the Exnachs, they have only one Platform, with four
liztle Chambers. at the four Corners. When you come to Agra from Dehly,
you mieet a- great Bazar; near to which there is a Garden, where King feban—
guirey Father of Cha—jeban, lies interrd. Over the Garden Gate you fee the
Tomb. it felf, befet with: Portraitures, coverd with a black Hearfe-Cloath, or
Pall, with Torches of white Wax, and tWo' fefasts attending ac each end. There
are -fome whe wonder, that Cha—jcharr againdt the practice of the Maians:tans,
who abhor lmages, did' permit of carving ; bur the reafon conjectur’d at is,
that it is done-upon the confideration thar Ris Father and himfelf learnc from:
the fefuites ¢ertain principles. 6f Mathematicks and Aftrology. Thounghhe had:
net the. fame
VEE am rineniyn, thae Jay fick, whafe name was Corgia, whomr he lov’d very
walh,aad hat -honour’d withi. feveral Employments, at what time the -fgfwres,

. Who Liv’d sext to- the' . dimmimiaus houfe; rang their Bell 5 the fonnd. thereok 10

difpleas’d the King, as being. 2 diftarbance no the fick perfor; that in a great
fury he commanded. the: Bell::vir: e taliew away, aod. hupng about his Elephants
negk. . Seame. faw. days afes, she King foeihg his Elephase with that grear
Boll:aboue hibmvek . searing ) gatat-a weight-mighe mjore his Elephant, cans’d:
the Bell to be carried to the Coxreval, which is a kind of a rail’d place, where
a. Provols.fits- 25 ;& Jods, anddevidds diffesences’ auvong, the people of that

" ,; velerer it hes bung -aNe-fince: - Fhis _fvmenian had been. broughis ap
eihy Ghie'yebew 'y and-inv vEga0d hetwiis av eveaileny Wit, and: anv cxcelleny P’ezt,-
B e e
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- h in the Kings favour, who had conferd upon him many fir
lcligxa:mm:yr&u:gh he cuulc{lg Tever either by threats or promifes win him to
turn Mahometan.

CHAP. VIIL

Agra fo. Patna, and_Daca, Cities in the Provime of
3171;i cfgzli )Z;:Iﬂaf'gtz uarrel which the Author bad with Cha-Eft-
Kan, the King's Unckle. ’ .

I Departed from Agra toward Bengala the z{_tb of Novemsber 1665, and that
day

1 reach’d no farther thz:z Z vexz bad Imn, 3

6th 1 came to Bers: , coftes . R ~ . ;

;ﬁics ’i's ; little City where,at my return,I received cight thonfand Roupies,being

the remainder of the Money which Giafer-Kan ow'd me for Wares that he had
bought at Fanabat. 3 ]

t from Agra, coftes 3

' : 9
The 27th to Serael Morlides, coftes A
The 28¢h to Serail Eftanja, coftes i :
The 29th to Serail Haii-mal; coftes 1z
The 30th. to Serail Sekandera, coftes 3

of December to Sangzal, coftes ) sl . 14
I.I:‘;txt{iat day r10Waggons,everyWaggon drawn by fixOxen,& in envegWag%on
oooo Roupies. This is the Revenue of the Provinceof Bengala,with all c| ‘riglgs e-
isi"aid and the Governor’s Purfe well-fil’d, comes to §5ooooo Roupies. A league
ond Sangual, you muft pafs a River call’d Saingosr, _\fyhxch runs into Gemine, not
above. half a league diftant from it. You pafs over this River of Saingosr u;;on
a Stone-bridg, and when you come from toward Bengala to go to S;rangz 3 W
rat, if you have 2 mind to fhorten your journey ten days, you muﬂ:B eavin gir
Road, and come to this Bridg, and fo Ferry over Gemine ina Boat: ‘_uv: % erally
A 4+ Road is taken, becaufe the other way you muft travel five or, u’} ays to-
e:gt.;xcr upon the ftones s and alfo for that you are To pafs_through the Territories
cg;f certain Reja’s, where you arg in darlger of being robb'd. N
The fecond day I came to an Inn call’d Cherowrabad, coftes & htt]e
When you are_got about half the way, you- pafs through ;maﬁﬂad, aF_ e
City, near to which, about a quarter of a League on this fide, cro u;_g ia 1l3c
of N’Iﬂler, I faw a Rbinoceros feeding upon Millet-Canes, which -(L 1:;; e %y
of nine or ten years old gave him to eat. Wh_en 1 came near the Boy, he
ave me fome Millet to give the Rbinoceros 5 wha nmpledxag:cly came to cxlne, l;apel;;-:
%lg his chops thiree or four times s 1 put the Millet into his mouth, and when he
had fwallow'd it, he ftill open'd hs mouth for more. -
The 34 I came to Serrail Chajeada, coftes 10
The 4th to Serrail Arzljzn, cc;f(es ;
th to Awureng-Abad, coltes . K . )
'!l;gfrgerly this Viilgge had another name ; but being the place w}hcxl'le tfyrp;?ﬂ
z¢h gave Batrel to his Brother Sxltan Swujab, who was Governox;u~1 (:l all the c;;
vince of Bengalas _Awreng-z¢b, in Memory of the Victory he w%?f galde it
his own name, and built there a very fair Houfe; with a Garden; and a li
Mofgnce. b o ik des ) . 5
The 6th to Alinchan, cof ) L . . g
Two leagues on this fide _Alinchan, you meet the River Ganges. Mzﬂ:ﬁw vf'::h
micr the King’s Phyfitian, andd ano;hcr t;ﬁ::fgx;u v:lcxro(&a rtn;;l ;::d cR‘i"; anﬂ, weich,
'd, were amaz’d to fee, E : :
:'nh&T %v’tg-lv; ! was no broader than the River Seine before [hide W“;mbc;
lieving bcfore’, that it had been as wide as the Danaw 2bove Belgra - fhere 18
alfo fo little water in it from March to Func or fly, When the raios fal, bar i
will not bear a fimall Boat. When we came ;o Iga;gu,' we drank every one of fk
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and which lives all the year long under the trees. The Silks which are made
of this Silk glift’n very much, but they fret prefently. The Country produces
alfo great ftore of Gum-Lake; of which there is two forts, one grows under
the trees of a réd colour, wherewith they paint their Linnen and Stuffs ; and
when they have drawn out the red juice, the remaining fubftance ferves to var—
nith Cabimets, and to make Wax ; being the, beft Lake in 4fiz for thefe ufes.
As for their Gold they never fuffer it to be tranfported out of the Kingdom,
nor do they make any Money of it; but they preferve it all in Ingots, which
pafs in trade among the Inhabitants; but as for the Silver, the King eoias
it into Money, as is already deferib’d. .

.. Though the Country be very plentiful of all things, yet there is no flefh which
they efteem fo much as Dogs flefh ; which is the greateft delicacy ar all Feafts ;
and is fold €very month in every City of the Kingdom upon their Market-days.
There are alfo great ftore of Vines, and very good Grapes, but they rever make
any Wine ; only they dry the Grapes to make Agma Vira. As for Salt they have
none bat what is artificial, which they make two ways. Firft they raife  great
heaps of that green Stuff that fivims at the top of ftanding waters, which the
Ducks and Frogs eat. This they dry and burn; and the afhes thereof being
boild in a Cloth in water, become very good Salt. The other way moft in ufe
is to take the leaves of d.ms Fig-tree, which they dry and burn; the afhes
whereof make a Salt fo tart, that it is impoffible to eat it until the rartnefs
be tak’n away; which they do by purting the afhes in water, where they ftir
them ten or twelve hours together ; thea they ftrain the fubfrance through a
Linnen Cloth and boil it; as the water boils away, the bortom thick’ns ; and
vsvl;t‘n the water is all boil'd away, they find at the bottom very good and white
alt.

Of the athes of thefe Fig-leaves they make a Lye, wherewith they wath their
Silk, which makes it as white as Snow ; but they have not enough to whiten
half the Silk that grows in the Country.

Kenneroof is the name of the City where the King of 4fem keeps his Court 3
twenty-five or thirty days journey from that which was formerly the Capital
City, and bore’ the fame name. "The King requires no Subfidies of his peo-
plé; but all the Mines in his Kingdom are his own; where for the eafe of his
Subjects, he has none but flaves that work ; fo that all the Natives of Afem
live at their eafe, and every one has his houfe by himfelf, and in the middle of
his ground a fountain encompaf¥'d with trees; and moft commorly every one
an Elephant to. carry their Wives; for they have four Wives, and when they
marry, they fay to one, I take thee to ferve me in fuch a thing 5 to the other,
Iappoint thee to do fuch bufinefs; fo that every one of the Wives knows what
fhe has to do in the Houfe. The men and women are generally well complexi-
on’d ; only thofe that live more Southerly are more fwarthy, and mot o fub-
jet to Wens in their throats; neither are they fo well featur’d, befides that the
women are fomewhat flat Nos’d. In the Southern parts the people go ftark
naked, only covering their private parts, with a Bomnet like a" blew Cap upon
their heads, hung about with Swines teeth. They pierce holes in their ears, that
you may thruft your thumb in, whete they hang pieces of Gold and Silver.
Bracelets alfo of Tortoife-thells, and Sea-fhells as long as an egg, which they
faw into Circles, are in great efteem among the meaner fort; as Bracelets of

- Coral and yellow Amber among thofe that are rich. When they bury a man,

all his Friends and Relations muft come to the burial; and when they lay the

body. in the ground, they all take off their Bracelets from their Armsand Legs,
and bury them withthe Corps,

CHAP,
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CHAP. XVIIL
Of the Kingdom of Siam.

~TTHE greateft part of the Kingdom of Siam lies between the Golf of Siem
T and the Golf of Bengala; bordering upon Pegx toward the North, and the
Peninfula of Malacca toward the South. The fhorteft and neareft way for the
Esrgpaans to go to this Kingdom, is to go to Ifpaban, from Ifpaban to Ormus,
from Ormsus to Surar, from Surat to Golconda, from Golconda to Mqﬂipemn, there
to embark for Denouferin, which is one of the Ports belonging to the King-
dom of Siam. From Desonferin to the Capital City, which is alfo call’d Siam,
is thirty-five days journey, part by Water, part by Land, by Waggon, or upon
Elephants. The way, whether by Land or Water, is very troublefome ; for by
Land you muft be always upon your guard, for fear of Tigers and Lions; by
Water, by reafon of the many falls of the River, they are forc’d to hoife up
their Boats with Engines. Lo o -

All the Countrey of Siam is very plentiful in Rice and Fruits; the chiefeft
whereof are Maigos, Durions, and Manguftans. The Forefts are full of Harts,
Elephants, Tigers, Rhinocero’, and Apes; where there grow alfo large Bambou’s
in great abundance. Under the knots of thefe Bambou’s are Emerts nefts as big
as a mans head, where every Emet has his apartiment by himfelf; but there is
but one hole to enter into the neft. They make their nefts in thefe Canes to
preferve themfzlves from the rains which continue four or five months together.

In the night time the Serpents are very bufie. There are fome two foot
long, with two heads; but one of them has no motion. :

There is alfo another creatare in Siam, like our Salamander, with a forked
tail, and very venomous. - o

The Rivers in this Kingdom are very large ; and that which runs by Siam is

equally as large as the reft. The water is very wholefome ; but it is very fall
of Crocodiles of a monftrous bignefs, that devour men if they be not very care-
ful of themfelves. Thefe Rivers overflow their banks while the Sun is in the
Southern Tropick ; which makes the ficlds to be very fertile as far as they flow 3
and it is obferv’d, that the Rice grows higher or lower, as the floods do more
or lefs increafe. i . .
- Siam, the Capital City of the Kingdom, where the King®keeps his Court, is
walPd about. being about three of our Leagues in circuit; it is fituated in an
Ifland, the River running quite round it, and might be eafily brought into eve-
ry fireet in the Town, if the King would but lay out as much Money upon
that defign, as he fpends in Temples and Tdols. )

‘The Siwmers have thirty-three Letters in their Alphabet. But they write
from the left to the right, as we do, contrary to the cuftom of }‘apan, China,
Cochinchina, and Tunguin, who write from the right to the left.

All the Natives of this Kingdom are flaves, either to the King or the great
Lords. The womenas well as the men curt their hair ; neither are they very
rich in their habits. Among their complements, the chiefeft is, never to go
before a perfon that they refpect, unlefs they firft ask leave, which they do by
holding up both their hands. Thofe that are rich have feveral Wives.

The Money of the Country is already deferib’d. . L

- The King of Siam is one of the richeft Monarchs in the Eaft, and ftiles him-
felf King of Heaven and Earth ; though he be Tributary to the Kings of China.
He feldom fhews himfelf to his Subjects; and never gives Audience, bat to
the principal Favourites of his Courr. He trofts to his Minifters of State,
for the management of his affairs, who fometimes make very bad ufe of their
authority. He never fhews himfelf in publick above twice a year ; but then
it is with an extraordinary magpnificence. The firft is, when he goes to a cer-
tain Pagod within the City, which is guilded round both within and without.
There are three Idols berween fix and feven foot high, which are all of ga}‘fiie
. old 3



