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As he 15 accounted unclean in Abyflinia, both
by Chriftians and Mahometans, confequently not
perfecuted by the hunter, both he and the fox
fhould have multiplicd ; but it is probablc they,
and many other beafts, when young, are deftroy-
cd by the voracious hymna.

The elephant, rhinoceros, giraffa, or camelo-
pardalis, are inhsbitants of thelow hot country;
nor 1s the hon, or leopard, faadh, which 1s the
panther, {eenin the high and cultivated country.
There are no tigers in Abyflinia, nor, as far as I
know, in Africa; 1ti1s an Aftatic animal; for
what reafon fome travellers, or naturalifts, have
called him the tiger-wolf, or miftaken him alto-
cether tor the tiger, 1s what I cannot difcover.
Innumerable flocks of apes, and baboons of diffe-
rent kinds, deftroy the fields of millet every
where ; thefe, and an immenf{e number of com-
mon rats, make great deftrudtion in the country
and harveft. [ never faw a rabbit in Abyflinia,
but there is plenty of hares; this, too, 15 an ani-
mal which they reckon unclean ; and not being
hunted tor food, it fhould {cem they ought to
have increafed to greater numbers. It is pro-
bable, however, that the great quantity of cagles,
vultures, and beafts of prey, has kept them with-
in reafonable bounds. The hippopotamus and
cracedile abound in all the rivers, not only of

Abyflinia, but as low down as Nubiaand Egypt:
there
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there 1s no good figure nor defcription extant,
as far as I know, of either of thefe animals;
fome unforefeen accident always thwarted and

prevented my fupplying this deficiency. There
are many of the afs kind in the low country

towards the frontiers of Atbara, but no Zebras;
thefe are the inhabitants of Tazuclo and Na-

Ycad.

RHINOCLEROS.

ATURALISTS feem now in general to be

agreed that there are two {pecies of this
quadruped, the firft having two horns upon his
nofc, the fecond one. It is alfo a generally re-
ccived opinion, that thefe different fpecies are

conlined to diftant places of the old continent;
that with onc horn 1s thought to be exclufively

an inhabitant of Afia, that with two horns to
be only found in Africa.

Whether
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Whether this divifion is right in all its parts,
I fhall not advance. That there 1s a rhinoceros
in Afla with cne horn 1s what we polfitively
know, but that there is none of the other f{pe-
cics in that part of the continent docs not ap-
pear to me as yet fo certain. Again, there s
no fort of doubt, that though the rhinoceros
with two horns is an inhabitant of Africa, yet
1s 1t as certain that the fpecies with one horn 1s
often found in that country likewife, efpecially
in the eaftern part, where 1s the myrrh and cin-
namon country, towards Cape Gardefan, which
runs into the Indian ocean beyond the Straits of
Babelmandeb. And if I was to credit the ac-
counts which the natives of the refpective coun-
trics have given me, I fhould be induced to be-
lieve that the rhinoceros of the kingdom of Adel
had but one horn. They fay this is the cafe
where little rain falls, as in Adecl, which, tho’
within the tropics, is not liable to that feveral
months deluge, as is the inland part of the coun-
try more to the weftward. They fay further,
that all that woody part inhabited by Shangalla,
correfponding to Tigré and Siré, is the haunt
of the rhinoceros with two horns. Whether
this is rcally the cafe I do not pretend to aver,
I give the reader the ftory with the authority;

I think it is probable; but as in all cafes where
very
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very few obfervations can be repeated, as in
this, I leave him entirely to the light of his

own underftanding.
The animal reprefented in this drawing is a

native of Tcherkin, near Ras cl Feel, of the
hunting of which I have already fpoken in my
return through the defert to Egypt, and this is
the firft drawing of the rhinoceros with a double
horn that has ever yet been prefented to the
public. The firft figure of the Afiatic rhinoce-
ros, the {pecies having but one horn, was paint-
ed by Albert Durer, 4#om the life, from one of
thofe fent from India by the Portuguefe in the
beginning of the fixteenth century. It was
wonderfully 1ll-executed in all its parts, and was
the origin of all the monitrous forms under
which that animal has been painted, ever fince,
in all parts of the world. Several modern phi-
lofophers have made amends for this in our days;
Mr. Parfons, Mr. Edwards, and the Count de
Buffon, have given good figures of it from life;
they have indeed fome faults, owing chiefly to
preconceived prejudices and inattention. Thefe,
however, were rhinocerofes with one horn,
all Afiatics. This, as I have berfore faid, i1s the
firft that has been publithed with two horns, it
is defigned from the life, and is an African;
but as the principal difference is in the horn,
and as the manners of this beaft are, I belicve,

very
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very faithfully aefcribed and common to both
{fpecics, 1 fhall only note what I think is defici-
ent in his hiftory, or what [ can fupply from
having had an opportunity of fccing him alive
and at freedom in his native woods.

It 1s very remarkable, that two {fuch animals
as the elephant and rhinoceros fhould have
wholly efcaped the defeription of the facred wri-
ters. Molcs, and the chiidren of Urael, were
loug in the naghbourhood of the countries that
produced them, both while 1n Fgypt and in
Arabia. The clafling of the animals into clean
and unclean, {cems to haveled the legiflator into
a kind of neceflity of defcribing, in one of the
claffes, an animal, which made the food of the
principal PPagan nations in the neighbourhood.
Confidering the long and intimate connection
Solomon had with the fouth-coaft of the Red
Sea, it is next to impotikle that he was not ac-
quainted with them, as both David his father,
and he, made plentiful ufe of ivory, as they
frequently inention in their writings, which,
along with gold, came from the fame part.  So-
lomon, bedldes, wrote expreisly upon Zoolngy,
and, we can fcarce fuppofe, wasignorantof two
of the principal articles of that part of the cre-
ation, inhabitants of the great Continent of
Afia eaft from him, and that of Africa on the
fouth, with both which territorics hc was in
conftant corrcipondence,

There



There are two animals, named frequently in
fcripture, without naturalifts being agreed what
they arc. The oneis the behemoth, the other
the rcem, both mentioned as the types of
ftrength, courage, and independence on man,
and as fuch exempted from the ordinary lot of
beafts, to be fubdued by him, or reduced un-
der his dominion. Tho’ this is not to be taken
in a literal fenfe, for there is no animal without
the fear or beyond the reach of the power of
man, wec are to underitand this as applicable to
animals poflefled of firength and fize fo fuperla-
tive as that in thefe qualities other beafts bear
no proportion to them.

The behemoth, then, T take to be the ele-
phant; his hiftory is well known, and my only
bufinefs 1s with the reem, which I fuppofe to
be the rhinoceros. The derivation of this word,
both in the Hebrew and the Ethiopic, feems to
be from erccinels, or flanding flraicht.  "This is
certainly no particular quality in the animal it-
{clf, wliois not more, oreven fo much ercét as
many other quadrupeds, for, in its knees, it is
rather crooked; but it is from the circumftance
and manner in which his horn is placed. The
horns of all other animals are inclined to {ome
degree of paralichifm with his nofe, or os frontis.
The horn of the rhinoceros alone is ereét and
perpendicular to this bone, on which it ftands

at
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at right angles, thereby poflefling a greater
purchafe, or power, as a lever, than any horn
could pofiibly have in any other polition.

This fituation of the horn 1s very happily al-
luded to in the facred writings: ¢ My horn
‘¢ {halt thou exa/t like the horn of an unicorn *:”
and the horn here alluded to i1s not wholly figu.
rative, as I have already taken notice of in the
courfe of my hiftory +, but was rcally an orna.
ment, worn by great men in the days of victory,
prcferment, or rejoicing, when they were a-
nointed with new, fwceet, or frefh oil, a circum.
ftance which David joins with that of erccting
the horn.

Some authors, for what reafon 1 know not,
have made the rcem, or unicorn, to be of the
deer or antclope kind, that 1s, of a genus
whole very character is fear and weaknefs, very
oppofite to the qualities by which the reem is
defcribed 1n feripture; befides, 1t is plain the
rcem 15 not of the clafs of clean guadrupeds ;
and a latc modern traveller, very whimfically,
takes him for the leviathan, which certainly
was a fifh. It is impoflible to determine which
1 the fillielt opinion of the two. Balaam, a
pricft of Midian, and fo in the neighbourhood

* Plalm xcii, ver. 10. v Vol.iii. p. 220.

of
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of the haunts of the rhinoceros, and intimatcly
connected with Ethiopia, for they themfelves
were fhepherds of that country, in a traniport,
from contemplating the firength of Ifrael
whom he wias brought to curfe, fays, they had
as it werc the ftrength of the reem €. job*
makes frequent allufion to his great ftrength,
and ferocity, and indocility. He afks, Will
the reem be willing to ferve thee, or abide by
thy crib? that is, Will he willingly come into
thy ftable, and catat thy manger? And again,
Canft thou bind the recm with a band 1n the
furrow, and will he harrow the wvalleys after
thee +? In other words, Canit thou make him
go in the plough or harrows?

Iaiah t, who of all the prophets feems to have
known Egypt and Ethiopia the beft, when pro-
phecying about the deftruction of Idumea, fays,
that the reem fhall come down with the fat cattle;
a procf that he knew this habitation was in the
neighbourhood. In the fame manner as when
foretelling the defolation of Egypt, he nentions
as onc manner of efleting it, the bringing down
the fly § from Ethiopia to meet the cattle in the
defert, and among the buthes, and deftroy
them there, where that infeét did not ordina-
rily coine but on comimand ||, and where the

€ Nomb, chap., xxui. ver. 22,
* Jaob, chap. xxxix. ver. 9. 1 Job, chap, xxxix. ver, 10.
1 Ifaiab, chap. xxxiv. vers 70§ Ifuiah, chap. vil ver, 18,
and 19. Il Exod. chap. viit. ver, 23,
cattle
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cattle fled every year to fave themfclves from

that infect.

'The rhinoceros, in Geez, 1s called Arwé Ha-
rifh, and inthe Amharic, Auraris, both which
names {ignify the large wild beaft with the horn.
This would {fcem as if applied to the {pecies that
had but one horn. On the other hand, in the
country of thc Shangalla, andin Nubia adjoin-
ing, hc is called Girnamgirn, or horn upon
horn, and this would feem to denote that he
had two. The Ethiopic text renders the word
Reem, Arwe Harilh, and this the Septuagint
tranflates Monoceros, or Unicorn.

If the Abyf{linian rhinoceros had invariably
two horns, it feems to me improbable the Sep-
tuagint would call him Monoceros, efpecially as
they muft have {een an animal of this kind ex-
poled at Alexandria in their time, then firft
mentioned in hiftory, at an exhibition given by
Ptolemy Philadelphus at his accefiion to the
crown, before the death of his father, of which
we have already made mention.

The principal reafon of tranflating the word
Reem, Unicorn, and not Rhinoceros, is from
a prejudice that he muft have had but one horn.
But this is by no mcans {o well-founded, as to
be admitted as the only argument for eftablifh-
ing the exiftence of an animal which never has
appearcd, after the fearch of fo many ages.

Scripture



Scripture {peaks of the horns of thc unicorn?,
fo that, even from this circumftance, the reein
may be the rhinoceros, as the Afiatic, and part of
the African rhinoceros, may be the unicorn. It
1s fomething remarkable, that, notwithftanding
Alexander’s expedition into India, this qua-
druped was . not known to Ariftotle+. Strabo
and Athenzus both {peak of himn trom report,
as having been fcen in Egypt. Paufanius calls
him an Ethiopic bull ; the fame manner the Ro-
mans called the elephants Lucas bovis, Lucanian
oxen, as being firlt feen in that part of Magna
Grecia. Pompey exhibited him firft in Italy,
and he was often produced in games as low

as Heliogabalus.
As all thefe were from Afia, it {feems moft

probable they had but one horn, and they are
reprefented as fuch in the medals of Domitian.
Yet Martial i {peaks of one with two horns;
and the reality of the rhinoceros fo armed be-
ing tll now uncertain, commentators have
taken pains to perfuadz us that this was an ervor
of the poet; butthere can be no doubt that the
poet was right, and the commentators wrong,

a cafe that often happens.

" Deut. chap. xxxit, 17, Plulm xxii. 21,
+ This fhews that the Mofuic pavement of Prancfle is not
a record of Alexander’s expeditien into India, as Dr. Shaw
has pretended, fedt. vin p. 423,
T Mmial de Spedtac.
[ do
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I do not know from what authority the au.-
thor of the Encyclopedia * refers to the medals
of Domitian, where the rhinoceros, he fays,
has a double horn; 1nall thofe that have been
publithed, onc horn only is figured. The ufe
made of thefe horns is in the turning-loom;
they are made into cups, and {old to ignorant
people as containing antidotes againit poifons ;
tor this quality they gencrally make part of the
prefents of the Mogul and kings of Perfia at
Conftantinople. Some modern naturahfts have
fcarce yet given over this prejudice; which
might have had a poffibility of truth while the
Galenical fchool flourifhed, and vegetable poi-
fons were chiefly ufed ; but it is abfurd to fup-
pofe, that what might difcover falanum, or
deadly night-thade, upon contact, would have
the like effe€t upon the application of arfenic;
and from experience I can pronounce, thata
cup of this is alike ufelefs in the difcovery of
either. The handles of daggers are always, in
Abyflinia, made of this horn, and thefe being
the only works to which they are applied, is
one of the reafons why I have faid we thould
not rafhly pronounce that the Aftatic rhinoceros
has but one horn, merely becaufe the foremott,

or round horn, is the only onc of the many

* Sce Supplement to Chambers’s Did.
that



that have been fent from India. In Abyflinia
we feldom fee the hunters at the pains to cut oft
or bring to market the fecond horn of the rhi-
noceros they have flain, becaufe, being ilat, 1n
place of round, it has not diameter or fubftarce
cnough to ferve for the ufes juft {poken of; o
that the round horn is the only one that ap-
pears either at Gondar or Cairo; and if we were
to judge from this circumftance, the African
rhinoccros 1s unicorn for the fame rcafon as we
do the Afiatic.  The horns of this anmimal arc
hard and f{olid, of a reddifh brown on thc out-
fide, a yellow inclining to gold within, and the
heart a fpot of black, which occupies the fpace
of near two inches whcre the diameter of the
horn is five. The f{urface takes a perfect polifh,
but when dried is very liable to {plinter and
crack. Itlikewife warps with heat, and {cratches
eafily. And this was the reafon that, though
exceedingly beautiful when new, it never would
endure any time when made into the form of a
fnuff-box, but warped and {plit with the heat
of the pocket, though this [ believe was chiefly
owing to the lamina, or flat picces into which
it was cut, being always left too thin. The
foremoft of thefc horns crook inward at the
point, but by no means with {o fuddecn a curve
as 1s reprefented by the Count de Buflon.  llow
{enfible the animal is in this part, may be known

Vor. VI [ from
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from the accident I was cye-witnefs to in hunt-
ing him at Tcherkin, where a mufquet ball
breaking oftf a point of that horn, gave him
fuch a fhock, as to deprive him for an inftant
of all appearance of lite. Bchind the foremolt,
or crooked horn, is the flat {traight one, and
again immediately behind that I have {een dii-
tin@ly the rudiments of a third, and the horn
full an inch long. If we may judge by its bafe,
it would feem this third horn was intended to
be as long as the other two.

The hunters of thefe large beafts are called
Agageer, from Agaro, to kill, by cutting the
hams or tendon of Achilles with a fword. I
have already defcribed the manncr of this hunt-
ing. Thefe Agageers, the only people that have
an opportunity of oblerving, if they would only
tell what they do obferve truly, fay, they fre-
quently {fce rhinocerofes with three horns
grown ; that this lalt 1s round, but does not
crook at the point, and is not quite fo long as
are the other two, nor tapered fo much as the
foremoft or crooked one; but this I leave en-
tirely upon their veracity. [ never did {ce the
animal myfelf, nor thrce grown-horns adher-
ing to each other, as I have feen two. So if
this is truth, here is a third fpecies of this qua-
druped. They fay the third horn is only upon
the male, and does not grow till he is advanced

in
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in years; the double horn which I have is fixed
to a ftrong mulcle or cartilage; when dry, ex.
ccedingly tough. It comes down the a5 frontis,
and along the bone of the nole; but not having
oblerved accurately enough at the time the car-
cafc was lying before me, I do not remember
how this mulicle terminated or was made faft,
cither at the occiput or on the nofe. It has been
imagined by feveral that the horn of the rhino-
ceros and thc tccth of the clephant were arms
which nature gave them againft each other : that
want of food, and vexation from bcing de-
prived of their natural habits, may make any
two bealts of nearly equal ftrength fight or de-
{troy each other, cannot be doubted; and ac-
cordingly wec fee that the Romans made thefe
two animals fight at thows and public games:
but this is not nature, but the artifice of man;
there muft be fome better reafon for this extra-
ordinary conftruction of thefe two animals, as
well as the different one of that ot {fo many
others. They have been placed in extenfive
woods and deferts, and there they hide them-
themfelves in the moft inacceflible places; food
in great plenty is round about them; they are
not carnivorous, they are not rivals in love;
what motive can they have for this conftant pre-

meditated defire of fighting?
I 2 I have
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I havce faid the rhinoceros does not eat hay
or grafs, but lives entirely upon tress; he does
not {pare the moft thorny ones, but rather fecms
to be fond of them ; and it 15 not a fmall branch
that can cicape his hunger, for he has the
ftrongeft jaws of any creature I know, and
beft adapted to grinding or bruiling any thing
that makes refiftance. He has twenty-eight tecth
of which are grinders, and I have feen fhort 1in-
in all, fix digefted pieces of wood full thrce
Mmches diameter voided in his excrements, and
the fame of the clephant.

But befides thefe trees, capable of moft refift-
ance, there are in thefe vaft forefts within the
rains, trees of a fofter confiftence, and of a very
fucculent quality, which feems to be deftined
for his principal food. For the purpofe of gain-
ing the higheft branches of thefe, his upper lip
is capable of being lengthencd out fo as to in-
creafe his power of laying hold with this in the
fame manner as the elephant does with his trunk.
With this lip and the afliftance of his tongue,
he pulls down the upper branches which have
moft leaves, and thefe he devours firft ; having
ftript the trce of its branches, he does not there-
fore abandon 1t, but placing his fnout as low in
the trunk as he finds his horn will enter, he
rips up the body of the tree, and reduces it to

thin picces, like fo many laths ; and when he
has
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kas thus prepared it, he embraces as much of
it as hic can in his monfirous jaws, and twifts it
round with as much eafe as an ox would do a
root of cclery, or any fuch pot-herb or garden-

{ftuff.

Such, too, is the practice of theelephant ; we
{faw, at cvery ftep in thefcimmen{c forefts, trees
in different progreffes of this operation, fome
divefted of thetr lecaves and branches, and cut
over as far down the trunk as was foft, and pli-
able, and was capable of being fnapped off by
one bite, without {plitting or laceration ; others,
where the trunk was cut into laths or ribbands,
fome of which were ate in part, others prepared,

but which had been left from fatiety or appre-
henfion of danger, a feaft without labour for

the next that fhould findit. In fome places we
{aw the trecs all confumed, but a ftump that re-
mained about a foot from the ground, and thefe
were of the moft fucculent kind, and there we
diftinétly perceived the beginning of the firfl la-
cerition from the bottom ; and what, befide the
teftimony of the hunters, confirmed this fact
beyond doubt was, that in feveral places large
picces of the tecth of clephants, and horns of
the rhinoceros were brought to us, partly found
lying on the ground at the foot of thefe trecs,

and part fticking in them.
Neitlicr
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Neither the clephant nor rhinoceros eat orafs s
if their food depended upon that, many tiec-
in the year they meuft be reduced to a £+

ftawrving, tor the grafs s natuare'ly 5000 0 )
in {fome feafons, and at others 0 1 v
by the Shanealla. Tt s v 0 o 70 7 0 ¢
their chitef food is hay: oo e o 00 oy
day fpoiled for then: 10 o ev e 0 00
nced.  But this 1o soen 00 70 7 are
than the fugar and tic wpae 0 0 0 given
them here.

The roughnefs of the vonne - -0 chinoce-
ros 1s another matter n dipe - - .. fud to
be {0 rough, that the animal wu @ ' can lick

oft the {lcth of a man’s bones.  Oth.. . fay, the
toncue is fo foft that it reicmbles that of a calf.
Both of thefc arc in fome meafure true, but ag-
gravated by the reporters.  The tongue of the
young rhinoceros is foft, for the fkin is much
tougher and thicker too, than that of a calf,
and has apparently fome furrows or wrinkles in
it, but it has no puftules nor rudiments of any
that are difcernible, nor indeed has any ufe for
them.  On the other hand, the tongue and in.
fide of the upper lip of the old rhinoceros are
very rough, and this appecars to me to arife from
the conltant ufe he malkes of thefe parts in fciz-
ine the branches of trees which have rough
barks, particularly the acacia. It is, when pur-

fucd,
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{ucd, and in fear, that we {ce he pofiefles an af-
tontihing deegree of fwiftnefs, confidering his
fize, the apparent unwicldynets of hés body, his
crent weighi before, and the fhortnefs of his
fcow. He s tongr, and has a kind of trot, which,
after w fesw minutes, tncreafes in a great propor-
tion, and takes in a great duitance; but this 1s
to be underftood with a degree of moderation.
It is not truc, that in a plain he beats the horfe
in {wiftnefs. 1 have pafled him with eafe, and
{fcen many worfe mounted do the fame, and tho’
it is certainly true, thata horfe can very feldom
come up with him, thisis owing to his cunning,
but not his fwiftnefs. [le makes conftantly from
wood to wood, and forces himielf mto the thick-
eft part of them. The trees that are frufh, or
dry, are broke down, like as with a cannon
(hot, and fall behind him and on his fide in all
directions. Othersthat are inore phable, greener,
or fuller of fap, are bent back by his weight
and velocity of his motion.  And after he has
pafled, reftoring themfelves like a green branch to
thetr nataral pofition, they fweep the incautious
purfuer and his horfe from the ground, and dath
them in picees againdt the furrounding trees.
The eyes of the rhinoceros are very {fmall,
and he {eldom turns his head, and therefore fees
nothing but what s betore him. “fo this he
owes his death, and wnever clcapes, if there is

-

10
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{o much plainas to enable the horfe to get before
Lim. IHis pride and {fury, then, makes him
lavaifide all thoughts of clcaping but by victory
over his enemy. HHe ftands for 2 moment at
bay, then at a ftart, runs ftraight forward at
the horle, like the wild boar, whom in his man-
ner of action he very much: refembles.  “The
horfe ealily avoids him, by turning fhort to afide,
and this 15 the fatal inftant: The naked man,
with the fword, drops from bchind the princi-
pal horfeman, and unfcen by the rhinoceros,
who 1s fecking his cnemy the horfe, he gives
him a ftroke acrofs the tendon of the heel,
which renders him incapable of turther flight or
refiftance.

In {peaking of the great quantity of food nec-
ceflary to {fupport this enormous mafs, we mult
likewife confider the valt quantity of water which
he needs. No country but that of the Shan-
aalla, which he poflefles, deluged with fix months
rains, and full ot large and deep bafons, made
in the living rock, and fhaded by dark woods
from cvaporation; or watered by large and
deep rivers which never fall low or to a ftate of
dryvefs, can fupply the valt draughts of this
monfrrous creature ; but it 15 not for drinking
done that he frequents wet and marthy places ;
large, ficrce, and {tvong as e iy, he muft {ub-
mit to prepare o odedeud himielt acainft che

weakefc
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weakelt of all adverfaries. The great confump-
tion he conftantly makes of food and water ne-
ceflarily confine him to certain limited {paces;
tor 1t is not every place that can maintain him,
he cannot emigrate, or feck his defence among
the fands of Atbara.

The fly, that unremitting perfecutor of cvery
anitmal that lives in the blaick earth, does not
{fpare the rhinoceros, nor is afraid of his fierce-
nefs. He attacks him in the fame manner as he
does the camel, and would as eafily fubdue him,
but for a ftratacem which he practifes for his
prefervation.  ‘The time of the fly being the
rainy feafon, thec whole black earth, as I have
already obferved, turnsintomire. In the night
when the fly is at reft, he choofes a conveni-
cnt place, and there rolling himfelf in the mud,
he clothes himfelf with a kind of cafe, which dec-
fends him agninft his adverfary the following
day. The wrinkles and plaits of his fkin ferve
to kcep this muddy plaiter firm upon him, all
but about his hips, fhoulders, and legs, where
it cracks and falls off by motion, and leaves
him cxpofed in thofe places to the attacks of the
fly. The itching and pain which tollow occafion
him to rub himfclf in thofe parts againit the
rourhelt trees, and this is at lealt one caulfe of

the pultules or tubercules which we fee upon

thele places, both on the clephant and rhinoce-
ros.



row.  The Count de Buflon, who belicves thefe
p':ﬁuh*ﬁ to be natural parts of the creature, fuvs,
m proof of this, that they have boeen foand i
the fectus of a rhinoceros. 1 do not prctmd o
arcciteve this ;i may be, thar thele pundtures
hapening to the old temale at the thoe {oe was
with young, the impretlicn of her {ulicrines
micht . dpvcarew uwoon the voune e, Hows
evot i i, Tenunot conceal taat | have hieard,

Loyt FPGNT BUnIoUs oy, b..... men wortly ot cre-

Gai, thet thie oo the onigin of tncle pmtmn.-
TINNCLN o t_.,,_l-l u.m-. lhlflf)(.( r(CS. 1 Ry _..'\lJ}'fr-

B, AT
{un of the vy with thewr {houlders and buttocks

-.-j

noowit to have been {'muml at tie fea-

bloudy and excort It:.d ft 1s hikewile by
means true, that the fkin of the rhinoceros i
hard or impenetrable fike @ board. U thould ra-
ther {ulpect tus to bie ditcafe, or trom a differ-
cnt habrt acqured by keeping 5 tor in has wild
fiate he s flain by javelins thrown from dif.
ferent hauds, swhich T have {een buried three
feet tn his bodv., A mulket thot will oo through
him 1f it seets not witie the interventton of a
bone s and the Shangalla kill him by the worit
and noft inartificial aevows that cver were ufed
by anv people praduling that weapon, and cut
hinv to pieces afterwards with the very wordt of
Kove.

I have



APPENDIX 123

[ have fiaid that, in the evening, he goes to
weiter in the mire. e enjoys the rubbing hime
felt there {0 much, and groans and grunts fo
loud, that he s heard at a confiderable diniance.
1The pleafure that he receives trom this cnjoy.
ment, and thc darknefs of the nizht, deprive
him of his ufual vigilance and attention. The
hunters, cuided by his noife, {teal {ecrctly upon
him, and, while lying on the ground, wound
him with their javelins mofily in the belly where
the wound 15 mortal.

A furgeon of the Shaftefbury Indiaman was
the firft who oblerved and mentioned a fact
which has been rathly enough declared a fable *.
tle obferved on a rhinoceros newly taken, after
having weltered and coated tfelt in mud, as
abovementioned, feveral infeéts, fuch as mille-
pides, or {colopendra, concealed under the ply
of the fkin.  With all fubwidion to my friend’s
cenfure, 1 do wnot think he is in this fo richt or
candid as he ulually 155 not havine been out of
Lis own country, at leaft in-any country where
he could have feen a rhinoceros newly taken
from weltering 1n the mud, he could not pofl-
bly be a judge of this fact as the officer of the
Shaftefbury was, who faw the animal in that

* Vid. Buffon Hift. rhinoceros, p. 225, Edwards, p. 25.

and 29,

ftate.
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ftate. Every one, 1 belicve, have feen horfes
and cows drinking in foul water {cized by
fceches, which have bled them exceflively and
{welled under the animal’s tonguc to a mon-
ftrous fize. And I cannot foy, with all fub-
midion to better judgment, that it 1s more con-
trary to the naturc of things, that a leech thould
feize an anumal, whofe cuftom is to welter in
water, than a fly bite and depofit his eggs tn a
ctmel in the f{un-fhinc on land. But further I
mufit bear this teftimony, that, wlnle at Ras ¢l
veel, two of thefc animals were {lain by the
Ganjar hunters in the neighbourhood. 1 was
not at the hunting, but, though ill of the flux,
I went there on horfeback betore they had
fcraped oft their muddy covering. Under the
plics of onel faw two or three very large worms,
not carnivorous ones, but the common large
worin of the garden. I faw likewife feveralani.
mals like earwigs, which I took for young fco-
lopendre, and two fmall, white, land-fnail
{hells. [ {ought no further, but was told a num-
ber of different infects were found, and fome of
them that fucked the blood, which I take to be
1 kind of leech. There is then no {ort of rea-
fon to accufc this gentleman of telling a falfe-
hood, only becaufe he was a better obferver,
and had better opportunities than others have
had, and it is indced neither juft nor decent;
on the contrary, it 15 a coarfe manner ot critt-

Ciﬁng,
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cifing, to tax a ian with falfchood wihen he
{peaks as an eye-witnels, and has faid nothing
shyfically impoflible.

The rhinoceros thewn at the fair of St. Ger-
main, that which the Count de Buffon and Mr.
Fdwards faw, kept clean in a ftable for feverad
years, Ifhall believe had neither worms nor fco-
lopendrae upon it, neither does this oflicer of
the Shafteibury report it had 5 but he fays, that
one covercd with mud, in which 1t had been
weitering, had upon it animals that are com-
monly found in that mud; and this neither Mr.
Parfons nor Mr. Edwards, nor the Count de
Buflon, ever had an opportunity of verifying.

Chardin * fays, that the Aby/linians tame and
train the rhinaceres to labour. This is an ab-
folute fable; belides, that we have reafon to
believe the anumal is not capable of inftruion,
neither hiftory nor tradition ever gave the fmalleft
rcafon to make us believe this, nor is there any
motive for attempting the experiment, more than
for believing it ever was accomplifhed. Tractable
as the clephant is, the Abyflinians never cither
tamed or inftrufled him; they never made ufe
of bealls in war, nor would their country per-
it this training ; {o much the contrary, as we
have already fcen, that Ptolemy Philadclphus,
and his fuccellor Ptolemy Fvergetes, did cvery
thing in their power to perfuade them to take

* Chardin, tom. ut. p. 45.
the
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the clephant alive, that they might tame them;
but, as he was a prindpal part of their food,
they never could {ucceed ; and the latter prince,
for this very purpofe, made an cxpedition mnto
Abyflinia, and was obliged to ecxtirpate theic
hunters, and fettle in their place a colony of his
own at Arkecko necar Mafuah, which he called
Ptolemais Theron for that very reafon; atter
which he himfelf tells us in the long Greek 1n-
{cription he lcft in the kingdom of Adel, that

he had {ucceeded o far, by mcans of his colony
of Greeks, as to train the Ethiopic clephant {o

as to make him fuperior to thofc in India; but
this he could ncver do by employing Abyflini-
ans.

It is a general obfeivation made 1n cvery part
where this animal refides, that he is indocile,
and wants talents; his fiercenefs may be con-
quered, and we fee, with a moderate degree of
attention, he is brought to be quiet cnough;
but it is one thing to tame or conquer his fierce-
nefs, and another to make him capable of in-
firuction ; and it fecms apparently allowed to
be his cafe, that he has not capacity. A {fteady,
uniform fiercenefs in the brute creation, is to
be fubdued by carc and by hunger, this is not
the cafe with him, his violent tranfports of fury
upon being hungry, or not being {fcrved in the

s ftant with food, feems to bar this manner of
taning
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taming him. 1is behaviour is not that of any
other animal; his revenge and tury are diredied
as much againit himhlr as aganit ap enamy:
he knocks his head aranit the wall or the muan
ger, with a fecming intention to detivoy e h,
nay, he does defiroy hanfelf often. Vhat fone
from India to Y.manucel, king of Portugal, i the
vexr 1513, and by him preicated to the pops,
was the caufe the thin * that carried him was funk
and loft, and the onec that was fhewn in France
purpofely drowned itfclf going to ltaly.

The rhinoceros and the elephant are the prin-
cipal food of the Shangalla. The manner of
preparing the flefh 1 have already defcribed, and
fhall not repeat.  Fle 1s ate too with great gree-
dinefs by all the inhabitants ot the low couuntry,
and Atbara. The moit delicate part about him
1s fuppofed to be the {oles of his feet, which are
foft like thofe of acamel, and of a griftly fub-
ftance; the reft of the flefh feems to reiemble
that of the hog, but is much coarier. It finells
of mufk, and 1s OtllCTW'IfL‘.' very tafielels ; T ihould
think it would be more fo to the negroes and
hunters, who eat it without falt, The only hair
about it ts at the tip of its tusl; theyare there
few and fcattercd, but thick as the lowell wire
of a harplichord; ten of thele, faficned frde Ly

® Tran. Phlifoph. No. 476

fide,
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fide, at the diftance of half an inch from each
other, in the fizure of a man’s hand, make a
whip which will bring the blood every ftroke.

This rhinoceros was thirteen feet from the
nofe to its anus; and very little lefs than {feven
tect when he ftood, meafuring from the fole ot
his fore-foot to the top of the fhoulder. The
firft horn was fourtcen inches. The fecond
fomething lefs than thirteen inches. The flat
part of the horn, where it was barc at its bafe,
and divefted of hair, was four inches, and the
top two inches and a half broad. In the middic
it was an inch and quarter thick; it was fhaped
like a knife; the back two inches, and, when
turned, meafured one fourth of an inch at the
cdge.

It feems now to be a point agreed upon by
travellers and naturalifts, that the famous ani-
mal, having one horn only upon his forehead, is
the fanciful creation of poets and painters; to
them I fhould willingly leave it, but a Swedifh
naturalift, Dr. Sparman, who has lately publifh.
cd two volumes in quarto, in which he has dif-
tinguifhed himfelf by his low tliberal abufe of
learned foreigners, as much as by the fulfome
lattery he has beftowed on his ewn countrymen,
has fhewed an inclination to revive this anti.
quated fable. I do not, for my own part, be-

lieve the authority will be thought fuflicient, or
have
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have many followers. The publifher, by way
of apology, as I {uppofe, for his rufticity and
ill-manners, fays, that he was employed in la-
bour to earn a fuflicient fum upon which to tra-
vel. What labour he applied to is not {aid; it
was not a lucrative occupation furely, or the
Doftor was not an able labourer, as the fum
produced was but 38 dollars, and I really think
his knowledge acquired feems to be pretty much

in proportion to his funds.
Kolbe mentions what would feem a variety of

the rhinoceros at the Cape. He fays it has one
horn upon its nofe, and another upon his fore-
head. This the Count de Buffon thinks is un-
true, and, from other circumftances of the nar-
rative, {uppofes that Kolbe never faw this rhino-
ceros, and has defcribed it only from hearfay.
Though this, too, is Doftor Sparman’s opinion,
yet, unwilling to let flip an opportunity of con-
tradicting the Count de Buffon, he taxes itas an
improper criticifm upon this rhinoceros of Kolbe:
he fays the defcription is a juft one, and that a
man of the Count’s learning {hould have known
that the forehead and nofe of all animals were
near each other. Although he has given a ftrange
drawing of the fkeleton of the head of a rhino-
ceros, where the nofe and the forehead are very
diftinctly different, yet, in another drawing, he
has figured his rhinoceros bicornis, with a head

Vor. VL K {feemingly
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feemingly all nofe, and much liker an afs thaa

any thing we have feen pretended to be a rhino-
ceros ever fince the time of Albert Durer. He

pretends that, in his travels at the Cape, hefaw
an animal of this form, which had two horns
upon his forehead, or his nofe, whichever he
pleafes to €all them. If fuch an animal does really
exift, it is undoubtedly a new {pecies; 1t has
not the armour or plaited fkin, {feen 1n every
rhinoceros till this time. He tells us a heap of

wonderful ftories about it, and claims the ho-
nour of being the firft difcoverer of it; and
really, I believe, he is fo far in the right, that
if he can prove what he fays to be true, there is
no man that will pretend to difpute this point
with him. Befides its having a fkin without
plaits, it has two horns on the forehead, fo
loofe that they clath againft one another, and
make a noife when the animal is running : then
he has one of thefe only that are movecable,
which he turns toonc fide or the other when he
choofes to dig roots; an imagination fcarcely
poflible, I think, to any one who has ever feen
a rhinoceros. With thefe loofe and clathing
horns he diverts himfelt by throwing a man and
horfe into the air; and, though but five fect
high, at other timcs times he throws a loaded,
covercd wagoon, drawn by two oxen, over

e Jm
hedges into the ficlds.

The
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The rhinoceros very luckily is not carnivo-
rous, for he is among the fwifteft of animals,
and fmells and {cents people at a great diftance;
and yet, with all thefe advantages, though his
conftant occupation, accordingto Dr. Sparman,
{feems to be hunting waggons and men alfo, he-
never was fo fuccefsful as to kill but one man, as

far as was ever known.

H Y £ N A

THERE are few animals, whofe hiftory has
pafled under the confideration of natural-
ifts, that have given occafion to fo much confu-
fion and equivocation as the Hyzna has done.
It began very early among the ancients, and the
moderns have fully contributed their thare. It
is not my intention to take up the reader’s time

with difcuffing the errors of others, whether
| K 2 ancient




