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The Foyoges of 1727,

CHAP XXIL
The woyage of commodore Roggewein, with three fbips,

for the difcovery of [outbern lands.

H IS gentleman had been a counfellor in the

court of juftice at Batavia for many years, and
there acquired a confiderable fortune. On his return
from the Eaft Indies, recolleting a promife made to his
father on his death-bed ; in the year 1721, he prefented
a memerial to the Dutch Weft India company, fetting
forth, that his father, at {uch a time, propofed difco.
vering the fouthern continent and ifland, which pro.
pofal they had been pleafed to accept, and that he, his
{on, was now ready to perform it. The company as
readily received this memonal, and told Mr. Rogge-
wein, that they would inftantly give direttions for
equipping fuch a2 {quadron, as he fhould think neceffary
for executing his défign. This {quadron confifted of
three fhips, namely, the Eagle, of 36 guns and 111
men, captain Job Cofter, on board of which was the
commodore ; the Tienhoven, of 28 guns and 100
men, commanded by captain James Bowman; the
African Galley of fourteen pieces of cannon and fix
men, captain Henry Rofenthall. This little {quadron
failed from the Tlexel on the 21t of Auguft in the fame
year, and continued their courfe to the fouth weft, in
order to gain the coaft of Barbary ; but were prevent-
ed by a great fiorm, which did them confiderable da-
mage. One of their veflels loft her main-top-fail and
mizen-maft; and in the commodore, the main-{ail-
yari came down, and wounded f{everal people upon
deck. .

After two days they began - to recover from the
dangers they had {uftained, and made for the Canaries.
When they found themf{elves in the latitude of 28 deg.
the man at the maft head informed them of a fail
which carried Englifh colours. The commodore im-
mediately made the fignal for battle, their ftation beh}g
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the greateft extravagancies ; their whole time being now
{pent in {wearing, drinking, and bawdy-houfes. This,
however, he attributes to the bad example of the meaner
fort of people at Japara, who are as profligate and
lewd, as it is poflible to conceive.

The town is {eated 2t the bottom of 2 mountain of a
moderate height, is not very large, and inhabited
chiefly by Javanefe, Chinefe, and Dutch. The king
of Japara, generally fpeaking, refides at a place called
Kattafura, 29 leagues up the country, where the
Dutch have a ftrong fort and a good garrifon, which
ferves not only to {ecure their conquefts, butto guard
the king, The monarch is a Mahometan, and accord-
ing to the practice of moft eaitern princes is ferved by
women, of whom, he takes as many as he pleafes.
His fubje€ts are very faithful, and intirely devoted to
his fervice. "The chief perfons in his court, when ad-
mitted to an audience, approach him creeping upon
their knees. Such as commit the flighteft fault are
poinarded on the {pot, with a {mall dagger, calleda
krid; and, as this is the oply ponifhment chey afe, fo
the flighteft, as well as the greateft faults, are capital.
The natives are of a very brown complexion, tolerably
well-thaped, and have long black hair, housever, they
cut it {fometimes ; their nofes are flar, and their teeth
bad, which is chiefly owing to the bewle and faufel,
which they are always chewing. The faufel is a {ort
of nut, not unlike, but fomething lefs than a nuotmeg,
without tafte, and when chewed yields a red juice,
which they ufe in painting chintz. The tree that bears.
this nut, is very {trait, and its leaves like thofe of the.
cocoa-tree. The betele is a plant, with long leaves,
refembling thofe of the citron; the fruit it bears grows
in the form of a lizard’s tail, about two fingers breadth,
and eighteen inches long, of an aromatic flavour, and
its {mell extremely agreeable. Here are horned cattle,.
hogs, and an innumerable quantity of fowls. The only
thing that is {carce amonglt them is mutton; this is
occafioned by the richnefs of the foil, on which the
fheep will feed till they burft, They have buffaloes,
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ftags, tvgers, and the rhinoceros, which laft they hapy,
for the fake of its horn; of this they make vellels i
crink out of, which are highly valued; from a notios
they have, that they will inftantly break, if poifon be
poured in them. As to fruit-trees, fuch as cocoas,
figs, &c. they crow every where, and as they arg
green all the year, and conftanty planted in rows along
the river-fides, hereare the moft beaudful walks in the
worjd. Their vinres bear grapes feven times a vear;
but they are fit only for rzifins, not for wine, becacfe
the climate ripens them too hafuly. The fea, and
rivers furnifh them with 2 valt variety of the fineft fifh;
fo that, take it altcgether, one may fafely affirm of
Java, that there is-not under the canopy of heaves,
an ifiend more plentiful or more pleafant.

After refrefhing themfelves at Japara for zbout a
month, they began to think of continuing their voyage
to Batavia, in order to experience the favours which
the governor, at the interceflion of the chief of tha:
ifland, had promifed them. In failing from Japarz,
they fteered a weit courfe for about 7o leagues, and
then, with as fair 2 wind as they could wifh, entered
the rcad of Batavia, and anchored clofe' by the fhips
that were lading for their voyage home; believing al}
their trcubles were now at 2n end, and that they fhould
accompany them to Holland. 'The commodore nu
fooner faw his thips fafe at @nchor, than he went with
his captain into the fhallep, intending to have gone t0
Batavia; bet before they had got far from the fhip,
they {aw the commandant rowing towards them, with
tire fif¢hal on board, and fome members of the council.
Thefe gentiemen bid the commodore go back, which
ke dié, without any hefitation ; and by that time both
thailops were within hearing cof the fhips, the fifchal
proclzimed zloud the governor general’s fentence of
confifcasion; foon after feveral hundred {oldiers came
on toard, and tock both the fhips and their crews, into
cuftody. The oficers who were {o fond of coming
hither. began, now too late, to repent of their haily
return by the route of the Eaft Indies. By this {cntclaanclel
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' both thips were declared good prizes, the goods on
. board confifcated, and, to be brief, every thing was
* {old to the beft bidder. The crew was divided and
: puton board the homeward-bound fhips. But enough:
we proceed to a more melancholy fubject,
Some months before our author’s arrival at Batavia,
a plot was difcovered for the entire fubverfion of the
Dutch government. The faét was this. One Peter
Erberfeld framed a defign, in conjuntion with a num-
ber of Javanefe, and other Indian chiefs, to {urprife
the citadel and forts of this city ; to maflacre the gover-
nor, and all the counfellors, together with fuch as were
in the fervice of the company, and put an end to the
Dutch power in thefe parts. This confpiracy was dif-
covered on the Eve of its execution, and Erberfeld,
with the chief of his accomplices, were imprifoned,
put to torture, and, on their own confeflion, fixteen of
them, with three of their wives, received the foilowin
fentence : ¢« That they fhould be carried to the place
“ before the citadel, where it 1s ufual to execute cri-
“ minals, and there delivered into the hands of the
hangman, to receive their refpeitive punithments in
“ manner following. The two chief criminals, Peter
« Erberfeld, burgefs, born at Batavia, of a white
« father and black mother, of the age of ffty-eight ;
“ and Catadia, a Javanefe, fhall be extended and
bound each of them on a crofs. where they fhall
ecach of them have his right hand cut off, "and their
arms, legs, and breafts, pinciied with red-hot pincers,
“ till pieces of flefh are torn away. They{hall then
“ have their bellies ripped up from bottom to top,
and -their hearts thrown in their faces; after which
their ‘heads fhall be cut off, and fixed upon a poft;
and their bodies being torn in pieces, fhall be ex.
pofed to the fowls of the air without the city, in
whatever place the government-fhall pleafe to direct.
“ The four next to be bound upon'a.crefs, and have
“ their refpettive right hands cut off, their arms,
“ thighs, and breafts pinched, their bellies ripped
‘- open, and their hearts thrown in their faces; their
] ' ¢ limbs
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“: |imbs expofed on a wheel in the ufual places, there iq
¢ become a prey to birds. The other ten criminals
<t fhall be each of them tied upon a crofs on the fcaf.
<« fold. and in cafe there be not room on the {caffold
¢ itfelf, on a place near it, where they fhall be broken
¢¢ alive, without the coup de grace: they fhall be afeer.
¢ wards carried o the ordinary place of execution,
“¢ there be exvofed on the wheel, guarded as long as
“ thev fhall live, and after they expire be left a prey
# the birds. The three women are each of them con-
< demned to betied to a ftake, and there ftrangied ull
¢* they are dead. Their bodies fhall be carried, like
¢ the reft, to the common place of execution, and
< there expofed on wheels, for the noerifhiment o the
¢ birds. We likewiie further condemn the faid cn.
¢ minals to the cofts and expences of juftice, renounc-
“ ingall further pretenfions. Done and agreed in the
€ azi\.mbly of the lords the counfellors of juftice.”
This fenterce was exccuted as pronounced.

In procefs of time there were abundance of the
af‘cormhce~ difcovered, and one, after another, exe-

cuted. The house, in swhich Peter Erberfeld lived,

vas pulled dewn 2nd razed to the ground ; and on that
fide of it which faced the road, a column of infamy was
erefted, on the chapiter of w‘uch was placed a death’s
head. There was alfoa table fixed on the {aid column,
on vhich was engraxed in the Dutch, Portuguefe,
Malayan, Javanele and Chinefe languages, the fol-
Iov mg’nfcncnon “* In this place heretofore ftood the

‘ houfe ¢t that unworthy traitor Peter Erberfeid. on
¢ which fpot no other houfe fhall ftand for evermore.”

But to reiume the thread of our author’s narration,
znd profccure his voyage home from Batavia, as e
W3s in 2 manner forced to make it on board one of
the Duotch Eaft India fhips, when the commeodore’s
veflels were feized and condemned.

There wzs nothing material in our author’s voyage
from Bataviz to the Cape of Good Hope. And, tho

3% The Voyages of 172

we have before given a2 full and fufficient account of

<he Dutch Eaft India company’s {ettlement here, a}vd
alis
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alfo of the natives, our author gives us fuch a farther
defcription of the ftrange birds and bealts which are
to be met with in the vaft forefts of Africa, as muft not
be pafled over in filence. The animals of this country,
{ays he, are, many of them, as remarkable as in any
places in the world. The lion is very common near
the bay of Saldeney, about 18 leagues from the cape;
and in hard winters will venture very near the habi-
tations. It is thought this creature is called the king of
beafts becaufle he never eats a man alive, but firft beats
his breath out with his paws before he devours him.
He roars and fhakes his mane terribly before he attacks
aman; and if he does not give thefe tokens of his
rage, there is no danger in pafiing him. Tygers and
leopards are here very common, and do a prodigious
deal of mifchief. Itis probable thefe creatures would
be fti]l more numerous, were it not for a race of wild
dogs that breed in thefe parts, and naturally hunt in
packs, which makes them fo bold, that they frequently
run down and kill 2 lion. Tygers, leopards and wolves
are their conftant prey, and what is very wonderful,
they will fuffer a man to take them away when they
are killed. [Elephants are common here, and as large
as any in the world, being fourteen and fifteen feet
high, their teeth weighing from 16 to 120lb. The
rhinoceros is alfo often met with. He is lefs than the
elephant, but ftronger. His fkin is of a vaft thicknefs,
and fo hard that fcarce any weapon will pierceit. He
has a fnout like a hog, on which grows a horn from
twelye to twenty inches long. In the midft of fummer,
when the beafts are almoft mad with thirft, they come
down in multitudes to the river of Salt, of the elephant,
and of St. John *; where the males of one {pecies
mixing with the females of another, produce firange
beafts, whichlook likea new fpecies, 'The Hottentots
often carry the fkins of thefe monfters to the governor
of the cape. Our author affirms, that he faw the fkin

#* Thefe are the names of the rivers they frequents
. Gg of
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of cne killed not long before: it was of the fize of 3
caif abour half 2 year old ; had four eyes in the hexd
which refembled thofe of a lion; the hair fmooth, and
of a dark grey colour; itstufk and fore-legs refembled
tiiofe of a boar; but the hinder part of him was like a
toger.

The different kinds of birds in this country are zlmo?
infinite. 'The oftrich, which is looked upon to be tie
biggeft of all, is commonly about 7 feet high. The
mzke ufe of their wings, not to fly, butto aflift them in
ronning, and are prodigiouily {wift on foot, epecially
when they have the wind abaft, fo that they hunt them
with Spaniels: the common opinion, that this bird can
cigeft iron, 15 abfolutely falfe; they {wallow it indeed;
but crnly to bruife the meat in their ftomachs, as other
fowls do ftores; nor do they leave their eggs uncover-
ed on the fand, and take no care of their young, asis
reported of themn: for tho’ they are naturally fearful,
yet, if one of their chicks be miffing, they become
furious, and it is not {afe to go near them. The fea-
thers of the male are the moft valuable. There arc a-
bundance of eagles about the cape, which are very
bold, and tho’ not exceeding large, are yet very {trong.
.They frequeatly kill and eat the cattle as they return
from work; and when they have not an opportunity of
attacking an ox fingly, they come in flocks of 6o or
1cc, and fall upon a beaft as it feeds in the herd.
There are alfo various other birds of prey, but not
worth mentioning, becaufe they are common elfewhere;
bowever the following flory is very remarkable, as it
relates to a bird, unknown in this country, where the
ftrangeft things are not thought prodigies.

There was feen, {ays our author, a few years ago,
upon the Table Mount, near the cape, a bird, whole
body was bigger than that of a horfe, covered with
grey and black feathers; his beak and talons like thole
of an eagle. It f{at upon, and hovered over that
mountain for a long time, and the common people
were perfuaded that it was a grifiin. It frequently car-
ried off fheep and calves, and at length began to kill

COWS.



