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Tue RHINOCEROS.

We are indebted to the labours of many learned and
ingenious naturalifts for accurate defcriptions of this
waonderful creature, which in fize is only exceeded by
the Elephant, and in ftrength and power is inferior to
no other animal. Bontius fays, that in the bulk of its
body it equals the Elephant, but is lower only on ac-
count of the fhortnefs of 1ts legs.

The length of this animal, from the extremity of the
muzzle to the infertion of the tail, is ufually twelve feet;
and the circumference of its body nearly equal to its
length: Its nofe is armed with a formidable weapon, pe-
culiar to this creature, being a very hard and folid horn,
with which it defends itfelf from every adverfary. The
Tiger will rather attack the Elephant, wholfe trunk it can
lay hold of, than the Rhinoceros, which it cannot face,
without danger of having its bowels torn out. The body
and limbs of the Rhinoceros are covered with a fkin fo
hard and impenetrable, that he fears neither the claws
of the Tiger, nor the more formidable probofcis of the

Elephant
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Elephant; it will turn the edge of a fcimitar, and even
refift the force of a mufket-ball. The fkin, which is of
a blackith colour, forms itfelf into large folds at the neck,
the fthoulders, and the crupper, by which the motion of
the head and limbs is facilitated ; round the neck, which
1s very fhort, are two large folds; there is a fold from
the thoulders, which hangs down upon the fore legs;
and another from the hind part of the back to the thighs.
The body is every-where covered with fmall tuberofities
or knots, which are {mall on the neck and back, but
larger on the fides: The thighs, legs, and even the feet,
are full of thefe incruftations, which have been miftaken
for fcales by fome authors: They are, however, only fim-
ple indurations of the fkin, without any uniformity in
their figure, or regularity in their pofitions. Between
the folds, the fkin is penetrable and delicate, as {oft to
the touch as filk, and of a light-fleth colour; the fkin of
the belly is nearly of the {fame colour and confiftency.
The body of the Rhinoceros is long and thick; its belly
is large, and hangs near the ground; its legs fhort,
round, and very ftrong; and its hoofs are divided into
three parts, cach pointing forward. The head of this
animal 15 large; 1ts ears long and eret; and its eyes
fmall, funk, and without vivacity; the upper lip is long,
overhangs the lower, and is capable of great extenfion:
It is {o pliable, that the Rhinoceros can move it from
fide to fide, twift 1t round a flick, collect its food, or
{e1ze with 1t any thing it would carry to its moutbh.

The Rhinoceros, without being ferocious, carnivorous,
or even extremely wild, 1s, however, totally untratable
and rude. It feems to be fubjet to paroxy{ms of fury,
which nothing can appeafe. That which Emanuel, king

of
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of Portugal, fent to the pope in the year 1513, deftroyed
the veflel in which they were tranfporting it.

Like the Hog, this animal is fond of wallowing in the
mire. It is a folitary animal, loves moift and marfhy
grounds, and feldom quits the banks of rivers.—It is
found in Bengal, Siam, China, and other countries of
Afia; in the ifles of Java, Sumatra, Ceylon, &c.; in
Ethiopia, and the country as low as the Cape of Good
Hope: But in general, the fpecies is not numerous, and
is much lefs diffufed than that of the Elephant.

The female produces but one at a time, and at confi-
derable intervals. During the firft month, the young
Rhinoceros exceeds not the fize of a large Dog. At the
age of two years, the horn is not more than an inch
long; at fix years old, it is nine or ten inches long ; and
grows to the length of three feet and a half, and fome-
times four feet. The horn is much efteemed by the na
tives as an antidote againit poifon, as well as a remedy
for particular difeafes.

The Rhinoceros feeds on the groffeft herbs, and pre-
fers thiftles and fhrubs to foft or delicate pafturage. It
is fond of the fugar-cane, and eats all kinds of grain.

Dr Parions remarks, that this animal has an acute and
very attentive ear: It will liften with a decp and long-
continued attention to any kind of noife; and, though 1t
be eating, lying down, or obeying any prefling demands
of Nature, 1t will raife 1ts head, and liften till the noife
ceafe.

From the peculiar conftrultion of his eyes, the Rhi-
noceros can only fee what is immediately before him.
When he purfues any obje&, he proceeds always in a
diret line, overturning cvery obftrution. With the

horn
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horn on his nofe, he tears up trees, raifes ftones, and
throws them behind him to a confiderable diftance.—His

fenfe of {melling 15 {o exquifite, that the hunters are
obliged to avoid being to windward of him. They fol-
low him at a diftance, and watch till he lies down to
fleep: They then approach with great precaution, and
difcharge their mulkets all at once into the lower part of
the belly.

The Rhinoceros is fuppofed to be the Unicorn of holy
writ, and pofiefles all the properties afcribed to that ani-
mal,—rage, untameablenefs, great {wiftnefs, and immenfec
ftrength.—It was known to the Romans in very early
times, and is handed down to us in fome of the works

of that celebrated people. Auguftus introduced one into
the fhows, on his triumph over Cleopatrg,

Its feth is eaten, and is much relifhed by the natives
of India and Afnica.
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Tue Two-HorRNED RHINOCEROS.

We have given the figure of this animal from Mr
Sparrman, whofe authenticity there is every reafon to
depend upon, and who has given a moft exaét anatomi-
cal defcription of this hitherto undefcribed animal. Of
two that were fhot, he only mentions the fize of the
fmaller of them, which was eleven feet and a half long,
feven feet high, and twelve in circumference. It was
without any folds on the fkin, which was of an afh co-
lour; excepting about the groin, where it was of a flefh-
colour. The {urface of the ikin was fcabrous and knot-
ty, of a clofe texture, and when dry extremely hard.
There were no hairs on any part of the body, except
the edges of the ears and the tip of the tail, which were
furnifhed with a few dark briftly hairs, about an inch
fong.

The horns of this animal are placed one behind the
other, in a line with the nofe: The foremoft of them
meafures about eighteen inches in length, and is always

K the
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the larger of the two. It is remarkable, that the Rhino-
ceros makes ufe of the fhorter horn only for the purpofe
of digging up roots, which compofe great part of its
food; it being endued with the power of turning the
larger horn on one fide out of the way. The fhape of
the horns Is conical, with the tips inclimng a little back-
wards; the texture of the lower part is rough, and feems
as if 1t confifted of horny fibres; the upper part 1s {mooth
and plain, like thofe of an Ox. The feet are round, and
do not {pread much: They have three hoofs on each of
them, which project but little; the middle one is the
longeft.  The eves of the Rhinoceros are {fmall, and {unk
into its head; in confequence of which it fees indiftinét-
Iv: But its organs of hearing and {melling are very acute.

t the leaft noife, the creature takes the alarm, pricks
us its ears, and hiftens with great attention: If it happen
to catch the {cent of any perfon within a fmall diftance,
it rufhes out with aftonifhing quicknefs; and it 1s difh-
cuit to avoid the impetuous attack of this powerful ani-
mal.

It has been generally faid of the Rhinoceros, that its
toncue 15 fo hard and rough as to take away the fkin and
fiefh wherever it Jicks any perfon that has unfortunately
fzllen a vidtim to 1ts fury: Mr Sparrman {ays, however,
that he thrult his hand into the mouth of one that had
juft bzen fhot, and found the tongue perfeftly foft and
{mooth.—From the account of its mteﬁmes, given us by
th= fame ingenious author, we fhall juft mention the fol-
low:ing, which will enable our readers to form a more

pericct 120 of its enormous bulk:—The {tomach was

four fes: in lencthy and two in diameter; to which was
annexed a tube or canal, twentv-eight feet long, and fix

inches
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inches diameter; the kidnies were a foot and a half in
breadth; the heart was a foot and a half long, and nearly
the {fame in breadth; the liver, when meafured from
right to left, was found to be three feet and a half in
breadth, and two feet and a half deep, as it hangs in the
animal’s body when it is in a ftanding pofition; it had
no gall-bladder, in which it refembles the Horfe. Upon
opening the ftomach, the contents of it were found to
confift of roots and {mall branches of trees mafticated,
fome of which were as big as the end of a man’s finger;
in the mafs there appeared a great quantity of fucculent
plants, as well as fome that were harth and prickly: The
efffuvium arifing from this mafs was fo far from being of-
fenfive, that it diffufed around a very ftrong and not dif-
agreeable aromatic odour. We fhall conclude our ac-
count of this animal by obferving, that the cavity which
contained the brains was fmall, being barely fix inches
long, and four high, and of an oval fhape: Being filled
with peafe, it was found to contain barely one quart; a

human fkull, meafured at the fame time, did not require
much lefs than three pints to fill it.
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