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LETTER XIV.
To Monfieur the Abbot B gnon.

A General Idea of the Qbfervations we bave made in
the Indies, a#d :# Chma.

- dar,

Ltho' you fhould not be at the head of the
A moft ingenious and learned men in Europe, by
the rank you hold in the Academy Royal ; yet the
paflion I have always had to give you {fome marks
of my efteem, and to improve by your knowledge,
would engage me to communicate to you what we
have performed in the Indies, as to the perfeétion
of fciences. |

It is, fir, for the credit of this illuftrious academy
(with which we have fuch a ftri¢t friendfhip and cor-
refpondence) that "a perfon of your merit fhould
feem to have any efteem for the perfons it em-
ploys in its function ; and I fuppofe, the protection,
you are pleafed to afford us in the world, will be
taken kindly by them; but 1tis yet more our parti-
cular intereft, that you would {everely and ftriétly
examine our works, and that, when you have im-
plored the efteem of the publick on our behalf, you
would, by an impartial and learned criticizing, take
{ome pains to perfect us, and make us one day wor-
thy of its approbation, and your own.

It is not, fir, that 1 have a mind, in this place, to
explain to you in particular all that we have per-
formed, to acquire a more exact knowledge for the
future, of the motion of the {tars, or to deliver me-
moirs to thofe who defign to penetrate farther into
the fecret myfteries of nature. ‘T'his work, which is
of too large an extent, to be comprifed within the
compafs of a fingle letter, will ferve for the fubject
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peradventure be at this place contiguous to the firm
land of America. We have, befides all this, made
{feveral obfervations concerning the variation of the
needle upan tides, upon the length of a fingle pen-
dulum, which may however contribute {omething to
the perfeftion of arts and {ciences.

Yet thefe general obfervations have not fo much
taken up our time but that we have {pared fome to
examine what there is in the Eaft moft curious, ‘in
the way of natural philofophy, anatomy, and bo-
tany.

Our {fojourning at Siam afforded us an opportuni-
ty to view feveral particular animals, which we fel-
dom or never fee in Europe; as for example, the
elephant; the nature of which we have defcribed, as
alfo its dociblenefs, ftrength, courage, dexterity, the
interior and exterior contexture of all its parts 5 to-
gether with divers other properties, that the very
people of that country, that are accuftomed to
them, cannot chufe but admire.

There have we feen tigers, much different from
thofe that are fometimes to be feen in France, and
other countries ; whether you look upon the colour,
which 1s reddith fallow, interlaced with large black
ftreaks, or whether you refpect the bignefs, which
{fometimes is equal to the bignefs of horfes ; they
call them Royal Tigers : thofe they call Water Ti-
gers do exactly refemble a cat. They live upon fifh,
but do commonly live in woods, or upon the banks
of rivers,

There are likewi{e to be feen your rhinoceros’s, onc
of the oddeft animals in the world, in my opinion ;
it hath fomerefemblance with a wild boar, only it s a
little bigger, the feet of it {omewhat thicker, and
the body more clouterly fhaped ; its hide is covered
all over with thick large {cales, of a blackifh co-
lour, of an extraordinary hardnefs: they aredivided
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into - little fquares or-buttons, rifing about a quarter
of an inch above the fkin, in 2 manner like thofe
of the crocodile ; its 1egs {eem to be engaged in
a kind of boot, and its head wrapped about be-
hind with a flat capuche, or monk’s hood ; which
made the Portuguefe to call him the Indian Monk :
its head is thick and grofs, its mouth not wide, its
muzzle thruft out and armed with a long thick horn

that makes him terrible to the very tigers, buffalo’s,
and elephants.

But that, which feems the moft admirable in this
animal, is its tongue, which nature hath cover-
ed with fuch a rough membrane, that it differs
but little from a file, fo that it fleas off the fkin
of all that it licks. Ina word, as we fee fome ani-
mals here that make a good ragouft of thiftles,
whofe httle pricks tickle the fibres or the extre-
mities of the nerves of the tongue; {o likewife
your rhinoceros takes delight in eating branches of
trees, armed on all fides with fhiff thorns : I have
often given it fome of them, whofe prickles were
very hard and long, and I admired how cunning-
ly and greedily 1t bended them immediately, and
champed them in its mouth without doing itfelf

any harm. ’Tis true indeed, they fometimes drew
blood of him, but that very thmg made them
more pleafant to the tafte; and thefe little flight
wounds made probably no other impreffion upon
its tongue, than falt and pepper does upon ours.

What is to be feen, in the ifle of Borneo, 1s yet
more remarkable, and {urpaffeth all that ever the hif-
tory of amimals hath hitherto related to be moft ad-
mirable. The people of the country affure us, as
a thing notorioufly known to be true, that they
find in the woods a fort of beaft called the Savage-
man, whofe fhape, ftature, countenance, arms, legs,
and other members of the body are fo like ours,

that



