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with great fidelity to the- cnd of
thele travels

We continued in our: way, till
~overtaken by a ftorm, whichoblig-
ed us to halt at Galgebos . when it
fubfided, we travelled about two
- leagues further, pafled the nver
Van Slaade, and encamped on the
banks ‘of ‘a lake, which afforded
us an ample {upply of fine water.
‘The {econd day from our arrival,
a violent ftorm prevented our de-
parture; the hail-ftones were of a
wonderful fize, and greatly-annoy-
ed our cattle.. At length, the wea-
ther changing, we left the Lake,
and, after crofling two rivers,
the lhittle and the great Swaar
Kops, fixed our camp on the banks
‘of the latter. Here I perceived
the figns of a foot of an animal un-
known to me; my people faid, it
was. that of a rhinoceros. ‘I fol-
lowed the traét ; but night coming
.. . on,




$2 Travels into ArX1cA.

on, I returned without making any
further difcovery. Near this place
there was a hoord, whofe kraal con-
fited of nine or ten huts, contain-
ing about fifty or fixty people. The
Hottentots advifed e not to pals
the river Bofhies-Man, as I thould
by that means avoid a large troop
of Caffrees, who carried deftruc-
tion wherever they came. ‘1 af-
{fembled my people, in order to
advife on the beft methods to be
taken’; ghe refult accorded with my
intention, which was to keep {trit
watch day and night, for fear of
{furprize, to keep our cattle with-
in. the camp, and our pieces al-
ways at hand. 1 now mounted
my horfe, and followed by fome
ef my Hottentots, {coured the en-
virons, and faw nothing that would
give us any uncafinels. We raif-
ed our camp, and quitted Swaar
Kops; the hoord of Hottentots

begged permiffion to follow us,
and
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When we reached Platte river,
we found 1t dry: finking with
drought, we walked up the banks
for three quarters of an hour, when
we found fome holes of muddy wa-
ter that the fun had not yet exhal-
ed. Here was no majeftic foreft
to charm the eye! no delighttul
paftures ! but rocks topping each
other, and parched fands. Winter
was leated on the fummit of mount
Sneuwberg, asif difputing with the
{un the empire of this miferable cli-
mate.

My intention was to climb and
explore this famous mountain ; but
as I knew it to be the refort of the
Bofhis-men, as well as lions, 1 de-
termined to fhelter myfelf from the
furprife of either. I then placed
my tent openly, fortifying it in the
peft manner I could.

Here I found marks of the feet
of a rhinoceros ; we looked out

ftriétly
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firiflly for thofe animals, but was
not fortunate enough to meet with
any. Some of my men informed
me, that while fearching for the
rhinoceros, they had met with a
Hoord of f{avages, whole Kraal
was fituated at the foot of the
mountain. |

I refolved to vifit them ; and fet
out very early next morning at-
tended by three of my beft mark{-
men, for the Kraal. They re-
ceived me with kindnefs; and
were not {urprifed to fee me; bav-
ing been informed the preceding
evening, that I fhould certainly
vifit them. They were poor and
miferable, and bhad taken refuge
in this dreary {pot, to avoid the
cruelty of the Coloniits; uncon-
{cious of having run in the way of

the ch/zz's-men.

I exchanged feveral articles they
ftood in need of, for four fheep,

which



