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1 7 7 ~  fix or eight thourand fheep, of which ehey drive great Nov t :>I% ER. 

droves to town every year ; but lions and buiFaloes, and. 

the fatigue of the jo .~~rney,  defiroy numbers  of their c.at- 

tle before they can bring them fo far. They corilmonly. 

take their families with them in 1arg.e waggons covercd 

wit11 linen or leatl.~er, Cpread over hoops, and drawn by 
eight, ten, and foinetimes twelve pair. of  oxen. They 

bring butter, rnurton-tallow, t-he f l e h  and &ins of fea-- 

cows (hip poporamus\, together with lion and rhinoceros' 

&ins, to fell. They have fc:reralf lav~~,  and commonly en- 

gage in their  fervice'feveral Hottentots of the poorer forr,. 

and (as w e  mere told) of the tribe called Bofcl~emans or. - 

Bufhmen, m-ho have no cattle of their Gwn, but. common- 

ly  fubfiit by hunt ing or by committing depredations on- 

their neighbours. The  opu.lent farmers { e ~ .  up.- a- young: 

beginner by intrrtfiing to his care a flock of fear or five: 
hundred flxep, which he leads to a. diitant +or,. where he: 

finds plenty of good grafs and water.; the  one half of all: 

the .lambs which are yeaned fal l  to his ihare, by xvhichs 
means he foon becomes as rich a s  his benefaeor. 

Though the Dutch company feeem evidently to difcourage: 

all new fettlers, by granting no lands i n  private property,.. 

get the produ&s of the co,untry have of late years :fu&ced: 
not only: to. fupply. the  Ines of France and Bourbon.with: 

corn, but likewire to furnifll the inother country wiih fie- 
veral h i p  loads.. Thefe 5xport.s would certainly .be made-- 

ax.- 
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'77". S P A R R M A  N and the learned Dr. T ~ ~ U N B E R G  * have gathered NOYE~IBER.  

above a thoufand fpecies entirely unknown before. The 

animal kingdom is proportionably rich in the variety of 

its T h e  quadrupeds, the elephant, 

the rhinoceros, and the giraffe or camelopard, inhabit this 

extremity of Africa; the two firit were formerly found within 

fifty miles of the Cape, but  have been io much pur&ed 
and hunted, that they are rarely feen at prefenc within 

many days journey. The rhinoceros particularly is f6 

fcarce, that the government have iirued. an' order to prch 
vent its being entirely extirpated. The hippopotamu-s, 

there call'ed a fea-cow; which formerly ufed to come as f a r  

as Saldanha bay, is lilcewife fo. feldom feen at prefent, 

that none muA Be killed within a. confiderable diflance of 

the Cape. Its meat is eaten here, and reckoned a great 
d'ainty : che taite. in my opinion is that of coarfe beef, b u ~  
the fat rather refembles marrow. This animal feeds en- 

tirely on vegetables, and ure were told; can. only dive a 

*' A n  eminent difciple of LinnE, who after arranging- and- 

Burmsnn's herbals a t  Leyden, Audied botany during three years a t  the Cape,. 

and having made immenfe acquifitions to  icience, was fent to Batavia, a t  the-  
expence of the  Du tch  Eait-India company, i n .  order t o  proceed to.Japan in.  
1775. T h e  fame gentleman was fo obliging, at Dr .  Sparrman's reqyeit, to. 

take with him, on one of his excurfions, Francis h'taffon, employed in the' Royal '  
garden a t  Kew, who  had been rent t o  the Cape on board .the Refolhtionj iworder-- 
ro colleR live plants. and feeds for the botanical garden. U l ~ d e r  Dr.  ~ h u n b e r ~ ' h . .  

kind guidance, w h o  pointed out  t o  him what  was worthy of notice, he has, 
made and brought home a n  amplc~~colle&ion. 

fhor t 




