
1616 – Coryate, Travailler 
 
Thomas Coryat, c. 1577-1617 
Coryat describes his visit to Ajmer in India, the court of the great Mogul, Jahangir, from 
July 1615 to September 1616.  The original letter, written in 1615, was given to Purchas 
by Sir Thomas Roe. 
 
 
1616 Travailler for the English Wits, and the good of his Kingdom: To all his inferiour 

countreymen, Greetings: Especially to the sirenicall gentlemen, that meets the 
first Friday of everie moneth at the Mermaids in Broadstreet.  From the Court of 
the Great Mogul, resident at the town of Asmere, in the Easterne India. (Pamphlet 
in British Library, London) 

1616 Traveller for the English Wits Greeting.  From the Court of the Great Mogul, 
resident at the towne of Asmere, in the Easterne India. London: Printed by 
W.Iaggard and Henry Fetherston, pp. 1-56; 4to. 

1625 A letter of Mr. Thomas Coryat, which travailed by Land from Jerusalem to the 
Court of the Great Mogol, written to Mr. L. Whitaker.  In Purchas, Samuel, His 
Pilgrimes, part 1, book 4, chapter 17, pp. 592-602.  

 
 Translations 
1707 Tweede reys van kapiteyn Walter Peyton, na Oost-Indien, met het schip de 

Expeditie, uytgerust van de Engelse Oost-Indise Maatschappy, neffens de Draak, 
de Leeuw en de Peper-com, in het jaar 1615. Als mede de reys van Thomas 
Coryat, na Asmere, zijnde de hof-stad van den Grooten Mogol, van Jerusalem, na 
derwaards door hem met een caravaan ondernoomen, in het jaar 1615. Briefs-
wijse opgesteld, en aan sijnen vriend Mr. L. Whitaker gesonden. Beneffens nog 
eenige bysonderheeden, vervat in 3 brieven, door hem aan verscheyde persoonen 
geschreeven. Nu alder-eerst uyt het Engels vertaald, met een volkoomen register 
verrijkt. In: Naaukeurige versameling der gedenk-waardigste reysen na Oost en 
West Indien, mitsgaders andere gewesten gedaan; zedert het jaar 1611 tot 1618, 
vol. 103. Leyden: Pieter van der Aa, pp. i-ii, 1-54; 8vo. 

 
Illustration: 
London 1616: 24 has an illustration of a Unicorn, which is traditional as a horse with a 
single horn on the forehead. 
 
 
 English text pamphlet of London, 1616 
[1616: 246] [At the court in Ashmer] 
Hee keepeth abundance of wilde beasts, and that of divers sorts, as lyons, elephants, 
leopards, beares, antlops, unicornes; whereof two I have seene at his court, the strangest 
beasts of the world.  They were brought hither out of the countrie of Bengala, which is a 
kingdom of most singular fertilitie within the compasse of his dominion. 
 
 



 
 English text of London (Iaggard and Fetherston), 1616 
[1616:24] 
Hee keepeth abundance of wilde beasts, & that of divers sorts, as lyons, elephants, 
leopards, beares, antlops, unicornes; whereof two I have seene 
[25] 
at his court, the strangest beasts of the world.  They were brought hither out of the 
countrie of Bengala, which is a kingdome of most singular fertilitie within the compasse 
of his dominion, about foure moneths iourney from this, the midland parts thereof being 
watered by divers channels of the famous Ganges, which I have not as yet seene, but 
(God willing) I meane to visite it before my departure out of this countrie, the neerest part 
of it beeing not above twelve daies iouny from this court. 
 
 Dutch translation of Amsterdam, 1704 
[1704:30] [Asmere] 
Hij houd overvloed van wilde beesten, en van verscheyden soort, als Leeuwen, 
Olyfanten, Luypaarden, Beeren, Antelopes, en Een-hoornen, van welke laatste ik aan het 
Hof 2 gesien heb, zijnde de aller-vreemdste beesten van de geheele wereld, die derwaards 
gebragt waren, uyt het Land van Bengale, een koningrijk dat 4 maanden reysens hier van 
daan is. 
 
 
 










