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A Difconrfe )
nyards,hauing bene before cightene yeres in
exile. His Jmprefa was ayoke, which Oxen vie
to beare,and the mot Suaue, {ignifying there-
. by thathewas not returned to tyranife ouer

his country,nor to reuenge the iniuries done

him of his enemies,and fa&ious citizens: But

rather to fhewe that his gouernment fhoulde
be gentle with al clemencie,with the mot out
of the fripture anfwerable to his Priefty ha-

bit,taken out of thiis place: Jugusme menns fiune

eff, & onusmenm lene. And truely it wasvery
congruent to his nature,and proceeded from
the fharpnes of his ownlgarned wit:although

itfeemed that the yoke came firft from the'

great (3fimo, who whé he was recalled to his

country from exile, figured the cittie Florence

fitting on a Chayre , with a yoke vnder her
feete:to fhew thereby as it were that faying
of Cicero, . Romapatrem patria Ciscronem hibera
dixit and for the excellencie hereof | it conti-

nned to be worne vnto the time of Pope Leo,

and mcrited to be inftamped in the coyne of
Floreirce,. | o
" Dam. This Imprefz doth greatly delite me,
and in my indgement is very notable : but of
fanour I pray you,let it plcafe you to recount

others of the moft famous houfe of Medicis,
& intheto touch diffufedly , both the denife:

and alfo the Hiftorie, which fhall notably ex-
planethem, and bringgreat delightto this'
yourdifcourfe, . - - - o . oo
- foi,

Imprefes,

.. don.Tcaniot go beyond the three Diamits
which the great Cofime did beare, which you
fec engrauen in the chamber wherein Liye,
Butto tell you the trueth , although with all
diligécc I haue fearched, yet canot I find pre-
cifely what they fignifie, & thereof alfo doub-
ted Pope Clemet,who in his meaner fortune,
lay alfo in the fglfe fame chamber.

. Andtruethitis that he {ayd , the Mugnifi-
co If"’f”?" vied onc of themwith greate bra-
uerie, inferting it betweene three feathers of
shree fundrie colours,greene;white, and red:
which betokened three vertues,Faith,Hope,
and Charitie , appropriate to thofe three co-
lours : Hope,greene : Faith, white:Charitie,
red,with this worde,Semper,belowe it.Which
Imprefahath bene vied of all the fucceffors of -
his houfe,yea,and of the Pope:who did beare
itimbrodered onthevpper garments of the
horfmen of his garde,vnder that of the yoke.

- The Magnfico Pietro Sonne of Cofima, did
beare a Faulco with 3 Diamondin her talent,
Andithe famewas vied alfo of Pope Les,and
Pope Clement likewife,with this mot Semper,
applied to thetitle ofreligid whichthePopes
profefie;although it bee , as isaboue fayde,a
foolifh thing ta compofe mots of fillables,or
fingle words. The Aagnifico woulde hane to.

‘becwnderftoode hereby , that euery thing.

oughttobe done: to the will and pleafureof
God;and she better dothit fit this purpofe,

- for




L rarneth,

oA Difcourfs
for that the Diamant is of fo inuincible fortfs
titude both againlt the fire and ftroke of the
Hammer : as was moft miraculoufly this
M agnifico, againft the confpiracies and tres
cheries of M. Luce Pitti. '
The W agnifico Pietro, Sonne of Lorenza,

- asayouth and inamored , vied. to beare for

his Jmprefi, great Billets of greene wood, fet
one vpon the other , which feemed to caft
forth flames and fmoke from the fire within, .
fignifying that his: enflamied. affe@ion , was$
the more vehement,for that thewood whers
with it burned, was yet greene.And this iwas
the inuention of that learned man Q/Ing'elu’{
Politianus , who made thereunto a mot con
tayning thislatin verfe: ... o000
o Inwiridyteneras exurit flamma medullas,
. 'The M dgnifico Iulian hisbrother ; & mad
of good nature and excellentwitte, who was

afterward Duke of Nemors, haning taken 'to

wifc the Neece of the King of Fraunce 5 Sifter
to the Dulic:of ‘Sanoi; tothewe that fortune
which wasfo'inlany'yeres aduerfe vntohitn;
now bégan to turné her favout towards him,
he canfed to'bee fetin afhicld of triangulag
forme, thisword of fixcletters; G L O /1 S#
which tusning backwdrd;: you thay read 5/
VOL G:-Nm'beca‘ufc;‘itiwﬂs?it}dg‘ed obfelire:
and vayneinfence ,- many of this affeGtioned:
fernantes; interpreted euéry letter {everally

by it felfe, Whreby aroft ag‘many diucrfities’ -

of

e
of opiniotis, as didamong them in the Cofis
€ell of Bafilé, who interpreted the name of

‘Pope Faelix:{aying, Falix 1d off Jalfns eremita lna

dificator, ‘

And becanfe we hane aboue fpoken of the
Imprefé of Loren?o,it fhal not bz amiffe, to {ay
fomewhat of that of Pope Clement,which wee
{ce depainted in cuery place , and was inuen-

- ted of Dominico Boninfegni Floventine his trea-

forer,who fearched the {ecrets of nature,and
foild that the Sunne beames pafling through
a peece of Chriftall, beeing fo frengthened
through their vhiting , according to the na-
ture ofthe Proffectine , that they burne euery
obiedt,{aning only things pafling white. And
Pape Clement willing to fhewe to the worlde
that the puritie of his minde, could not bee
contamined, by the malicious,neither by any
force,vled this fmprefe : when his Encmies irf
the time of eAdrian, fought to bereaue him
bothoflife and dignitie , which confpiracie
thei brought to no effe&t. The /mprefs becamé
very notable and renowmed, becanfe therein
were all thinges which might make faire ap-
parancetoadornejt,whichwere thefe:arond
peece of Chriftall,the Sunne with his beames
pafling through , the flame prouced by them,
allfet ih a white tood, with this mot,Candor
illefns . Yet forall this, was it very obfcure to'
thofewhich knewe not the propertie aboue

fayd. Wherefore it needed thatwee his fer-

D., wannts, .




A Difeourfe -
naunts fhould to each man defirous to know
the fame expoiided, and make manifeft what
Boninfegns and the Pope ment thereby:which
obfcuritic ought to be fhunned in an Jmprefé,
asis before declared . And it was the more
intricate for that the mot was deuided by fil-
lables,as this, (an dor ille fas . One Madter Sie
maon Schianone Chaplaine to the Pope , who
had no more learning then would ferue him
tomumblevp a Mafic , al! meruelling at the.
Pofic,demaunded of me,what the deuill, the
Pope ment thereby,which as he thought fer-
ued to no purpofe:For (quoth he) alle fus fig-

nifies,that Sowe: and repeting it oftentimes,
alle,is that,& fus,is fure a Sowe, as I haue lear-.

ned iu the Grammer Schoole at Sebersco,and
therefore muft it needes be that Sowe. Vpon
this arofe gréatlaughter, & the matter came
to the Popes eare, who gaue aducrtifement
not to deride it by letters to anoyde the like
etrors of eAmphibologia , committed by fuch
foclithe interpreters,

That alfo of Hippalito Cardinall of edi-

cis, although it wasvery goodly both infhew
and fubftance,yet had it fome defe&:for that
none could throughly vnderftand it {aue on-

ly the learned, & fuch as were very well feene
in thePoems of Horace:for being defirousto.
fignifiethat the Ladic Julia Gonaga, excelled
in beautie all other women,(which is notvne
knowne to our age, who for her chaft condi-

tions,

; of Tmprefed.

tions , and excellent vertues doth réucrencd
Q’:er)hc higared a Contet,whereaf {2ith Fi vie,
eAugufius did write , thatin the time o fché

- Fealtes,which hic ordainicd to bee celebrated

10 Uenms,a féwe:‘dai“es-aftcr the deatl: of Juisus
+farappeared in the Septentrionall parts of

- the heauens fhiining {o bright the fpace of {c-

uen daies to cuery Kegion , that it began to
appeare an howre before Sunnefetting, The
comnion people thought this Starre to fig-
tific , that the foule of utius Cefar was recel-
ued into the copanie of the immortall Gods:
which wasthe occafion that Aiegustus placed

- the fignz of this Commet on the top of the

Stallie,which he had ere@ed in the Forum for
hisadopted Father Whervpon,Horace vieth
thefe wordes to the honotir of ufius {afar.

' Micat snter ommnes Yaulium [yd.us

s Velut inter ignes luna minore. x
- 'So Hippolita taking out thefe verfes onel
Tuzerainnes | vouchfafed tovleitas a motto
honoqr this moft vertuous and renoumed
Lady.And in tlie mprefa being the figure of 2
Commces,it feemeth that it wasto progno-
fticate the dolefull deah of the C ardinall,
Which peraducnture the fearefull ftarre did
thireaten , who being conftrained ro pafl: fid
Gaetainto Affricatothe Emperour ,wholay
then 4t Tunis, by the wayto the great difcom-
fitare and griefe of alt hs; frends. dicd at f1vé
Caflle,which was then in.the pofl-fion of the
T D.ii. Ladig
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Lady fulia Gonzaga. S Y
Hec had alfo before, anothet Imprefx of the
Fcliple, figuring the Mooue in the thadowe,
which happeneth by reafon of -the interpofi-
tion «fthe earth betweene the funneand it,
with this mot,Hinc aligudndo eluttabor Signi-
fying thereby that he was placed in the darke
nes of certayne obfcure and troublefome
thoughts and imaginations, from which hee
ftrived to iflue forth, but in {hewing what
they were , becaufe they feeme impure, and
fcarce honeft,and becaule Iwill not doe pre-
indice to fo worthy a n:4, neither to thewor-
fhip of his houfe,l leaue to explicate the mea-.
ning of the Imprefa, which fhall potwitftan-
ding be vnderftoode of many which remems
berthe-man. S
After the deathrof the Cardinallthe Duke
eA lexander, having maried Margherit cf o 4=
freicadanghter tothe Emperaur, and gouer-
ning Florence with equale iuftice agreeable to
the citizens: {ecing himfelfe gallant and able
of perfon, wa- defirous to'make himfelfe re-
noumed by the warres, faying , that to get
glory and in taking the Fmperours part, hee
would couragioufly enter into euery difficult
and dangerous enterprife:refolute in this,ci-
ther to win honour with praife;or lofe his life
in perill. And hereupen on a day earnetily res
quefted mee ro denife him fome notable Jm-
prefaroweare on his cote Armor-And 1 c%gfc
» : im

of Imprefes.
%im out thewild beatt Rbinocoror,the. doadly
enemy of the Elephant | which bcmg fentta
Rome by Emanuel King of Porss gals ; i.vh@
fought withit,comming by Prouingy where (i
wasieen being grined on the laud,and 4ftera
ward growlglgd,-by hard tbitunc, a;:néﬁg}t tha
rocksalitle abouc ¢'e: e enere, (for it was rio;'

ofiible that fuch a-beatt could (age ir (Ut bew
g chayned , albeit it (wam 19,;;'r.';/ig,ni'lou{‘15t ar
mong the (baip rocks,which are ali élég thag
coﬁc) yet notwithitiding there was, brau chg
to Rome, histrue POKtl’:lifll(f(.‘_,&nd:gf_ﬁ&tﬁt?iﬁ

Eebruary 151 5.with infgrmation of, his ni.

ture: tbc whichas #linie faich,and the ‘Porru,
gals afhrlnq, 1sto.goe and ﬁudqqﬁ-;:‘&‘jep’bcmr;
and' affaulting him, frikech him vader the
ﬁgnch, with.a.hard and fharpe horng which ig

ath growingan his fnout, neither doth hee
guer depart from his enemy.. nog from fight,
til he hath weried and (laine b, mywhich motk
oftenfalleth out y vnles the klcplmm withhis
long (nont doe take: him by thethrote , 204
in clofing doe firangle him. The forme of this
bealt in goodly smbradery ferued for the co-
werture of his. Babarie horfes : whichram in
Rome forthe price or mafterip with this mot

- intheSpanightongue : Nobuella fiw vencer: T Iwarrenor

retournenof without.viftoryyaccording ro buth we

this verle ; Rhiriocer os nunguam, vittiss aly boffe
eedit. This deunife pleafed him fo that hie cane

led ittobe engrauen in his breft platc. -
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. Pom. Sith you haue fehearfed the Tmprefid
of the noble Princes of the houft ot €% ediis

which are dead , let it pleafe you te fay foinecs -

what of thufe,which the worthy Duke Cof mia
was wontsoweare,of the which we have feen
fo many in the Pallace cf the forefay de e T e~
dicis. o T e -
Ion, In trueth If{awe many the day of his
mariage, which feemed toflize from worthy.
wittes,Whereof oneaboue 2ll pleafed me,for
thatirwas fitly applycd to his 'Ei»ghncs , who
hauing Capricornus for his Afcéndent’; asslfo
Angufins Cefar , as wittcfleth Swetonins, And
therefore-caufed the Imagethercof to be me
(tamped-in his Coyne. This beafi feen cd v
to meveéry congruent to thepurpofe,for that
‘Chatles the fiih, vnder whetiie the princely
eflate of this Noklc Buke forithed, bad likes
wifc the fame afcendét. And it feemed a thing
farall, that the Duke Cofimo the fame day of
the Calends of Auguft,whetein Auguftus Cafir
obtayned the victory ouer Antersus and Cleo-
psrraat the promontory Arrrcum ,the {are
day he difcomfited and tooke his enimyes ont
the mountayne Murlo. But this. Caprico nas
hauing no Pofie : I'adicyned thereunto this
mat: Fidem fati virtrte fegaemnr 1o this fence
Y wil ftrive with mine ¢wue vertue,to atchive
that, whichthe Ferefiopus doth | romife me,
Ard oY figured the ftarres of thit Conflella-
sicn in the Chamber ordeyned for the honer

Qf

of Imprefes.
-ofthe Duke. Which Jmprefayou haue feene
in my Study,where is alfo the Eagle which fi-
_gnificth fupiter and the Emperour , who hol-
«deth out in her beake a triumpiiant Crowne,
~with this mot: fupster  Sizercntibus offere , fim
gnifying that his highnes deferued eche glo-
rious reward for his worthy vortaes.
He bareallo ancther inthe begining of
his goucrnment, learnedly deuifed by there-
ucrend Mafter Fiea Fraucef.o da Rus : and it
was that which 7irgil{peaketh of in the e 7.
of the golden Bowe,with this mot: /e aunifi
non deficit alrer , fignifying a bowe rent from
_thetree, inthe place whereof fuddenly fuc-
ceeded another , meaning thereby, thatthe
Duke Alexander was not fo {oonedeparted
thislife, butthat there was another of the
fame golden lyne ready to fucceede him.
Dom. It{ecmeth vinto mee my Lord that
you haue fufiiciently touched thofe which a-
pertayne to the houfe of it edicis - It there-
fore remayneth , that you nowe fpeake of 0~
ther Princes and famous Captaynes, which
you your felfe in your timce hauc knowen.
for. Twill not faile herein , and now you
haue pleafauntly pricked me forwardes , you
- make me call to minde many thinges perti-
~ nentto this purpofe,which now I wil difbur-
then to doe you pleafure and {aziffic your de-
fire: fith the number of {o many Jmprefs are
tedious vato you.
. ' D.ixii, Dom,




