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The history of four-footed beasts and serpents: describing at large their true and
lively figure, their several names, conditions, kindes, vertues (both naturall and
medicinall), countries of their breed, their love and hate to mankinde, and the
wonderfull worke of God in their creation, preservation and destruction.
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[1607: 594;1658: 460]

Of the Rhinoceros.

We are now to discourse of the second wonder in nature, namely of a beast every way
admirable, both for the outward shape, quantity, and greatness, and also for the inward
courage, disposition and mildeness. For as the Elephant was the first wonder, of whom
we have already discoursed; so this beast next unto the Elephant filleth up the number,
being every way as admirable as he, if he do not exceed him, except in quantity of height
or stature; And being now come to the story of this beast, I am hartily sorry, that so



strange an outside, as by the figure you may perceive, yealding no doubt through the
omnipotent power of the creator, an answerable inside, and infinite testimonies of worthy
and memorable vertues comprized in it, should through the ignorance of men, lye
unfoulded and obscured before the Readers eyes: for he that shall but see our stories of
the Apes, of the Dogs, of the Mice, & of other small beasts, and consider how larg[e] a
treatise we have collected together out of many writers, for the illustration of their natures
and vulgar conditions, he cannot chuse but expect some rare and strange matters, as much
unknowne to his minde about the storie of this Rhinoceros, as the outward shape and
picture of him, appeareth rare and admirable to his eies: differing in every part from all
the other beasts, from the top of his nose to the tip of his taile, the eares and eies
excepted, which are like Beares. But gentle Reader as thou art a man, so thou must
consider since Adam went out of Paradise, ther[e] was never any that was able perfectly
to describe the universall conditions of all sorts of beasts, and it hath bin the counsell of
the almighty hinselfe, for the instruction of man, concerning his fall and natural
weakenesse, to keep him from the knowledge of many devine things, and also humane,
which is of birds and beasts, Fishes and foule, that so he might learne, the difference
betwixt his generation, & his degenration, and consider how great a losse unto him was
his fall in Paradise; who before that time knew both God himselfe and al creatures, but
since that time neither knoweth God as he should know him, nor himselfe as he shall
know it, nor the creatures as hee did know then.

[1607:594; 1658: 462]

But for my part which write the English story, | acknowledge that no man must looke for
that at my hands, which | have not received from some other; for | would bee unwilling
to write anything untrue, or uncertaine out of mine owne invention; and truth on every
part is so deare unto mee, that i will not lie to bring any man in love and admiration with
God and his works, for God needeth not the lies of men: To conclude therefore this
Preface, as the beast is strange and never seen in this countrey, so my eye-sight cannot
add anything to the description: therefore hearken unto that which | have observed out of
other writers.

First of all, that there is such a beast in the world, both Pliny, Solinus, Diodourus,
Aelianus, Lampridius, and others, do yeeld irrefragable testimony. Heliogabalus had one
of them at Rome. Pompey the Great, in his publick spectacles did likewise produce a
Rhinoceros (as Seneca writeth.) When Augustus rode triumphing for Cleopatra, he
brought forth to the people a Sea-horse and a Rhinoceros, which was the first time that
ever a Rhinocerot was seen at Rome (as Caelius writeth). Antonius Pius the Emperor,
did give many gifts unto the people, amongst which were both Tygers and Rhinocerots
(faith Julius Capitolinus in his life). Martial also celebrateth an excellent epigram of a
Rhinocerot, which in the presence of Caesar Domitian did cast up a Bull into the air with
his horn, as if he had been a Tennice ball, the Epigram is this:

O quam terribiles exarsit pronus in iras,

Quantus erat cornu, qui pila Taurus erat!
Lastly, to put it out of all question, that there is such a beast as this Rhinocerot, the
picture or figure here expressed, was taken by Gesner from the beast alive at Lysbon in
Portugale,



[1607: 596; 1658: 462]

before many witnesses, both merchants and others; so that we have the testimony both of
antiquity and of the present age, for the testimony of the form and fashion of this beast,
and that it is not the invention of man, but a work of God in nature, first created in the
beginning of the world, and ever since continued to this present day.

Concerning the name of this beast, the Grecians because of the horn in his nose, call him
Rhinoceros, that is, a nose-horned beast, and the Latins also have not altered that
invention, for although there be many beasts that have but one horn, yet is there none that
have that one horn growing out of their nose but this one alone: All the residue have the
horn growing out at their forehead. There be some that have taken this Rhinoceros for
the Monoceros the Unicorn, because of this horn, but they are deceived, taking the
general for the special, which is a note of ignorance in them and occasion of errour unto
others; yet it is better to take the Rhinoceros for the Monoceros, because there is nothing
in the special which is not contained in the general, according to the maxime in logick,
‘Nihil est in specie, quod non prius fuit in genere': and yet that is also ... considering that
Monoceros is not only a word of generality for all one-horned beasts, but of a
particularity a name for the Unicorn, whereby is meant the Indian Asse, as we shall shew
in the story of the Unicorn.

This beast in the Hebrew is thought to be called Reem, or Karas, and therefore Munster
so translateth it, Deut.33 "Tauri decor ejus, cornua Rhinocerotis cornua ejus, in eis
ventilabit nationes ad summum usq; terrae." His beauty is like the beauty of a bull, and
his horns like the horns of a Rhinocerot, with the which he shall winnow the nations to
the top of the hils.

And Tertullian writing against the Heretique Praxeas, doth so translate it. If a man
compares together the Greek word Rhinoceros, and Reem, and Karas, or Rimna and
Karas, he will easily think that either the Grecians have joyned together the two Hebrew
words, as Rhinoceros quasi Reem Karas, or Rimna Karas; or else the Hebrews have
parted asunder the Greek word, for Reem or Rimna may very well come of Rhino, and
Karas of keros, yet herein | leave the readers to their own judgement. The Indians call
this beast in their tongue, Scandabenamet, as Festus writeth, but | will leave the name and
come to the description of it.

In quantity it is not much bigger then an Oryx: Pliny maketh it equal in length to an
Elephant and some make it longer then an Elephant, but withall they say it is lower, and
hath shorter legs. Strabo in his 16. book speaking of the Ethiopian Region, neer India,
call these Rhinocerots, Aethiopian buls, and faith that they are bred only in that country,
and by the relation of Artemidorus, who writeth thus; [Greek] That is to say, The
Rhinocerotes are exceeded by the Elephants in length, but in height they almost equall
them (as Artemidorus said) he saw by one that was at Alexandria, and the colour thereof
was not like a box-tree, but rather like an Elephants, his quantity greater then a buls, or as
the greatest bull, but his outward form and proportion like a wilde boars, especially in his
mouth, except that out of his nose groweth a horn, harder than any bones, which he useth
in stead of armes, even as a boar doth his teeth; he hath also two girdles upon his body



like the wings of a dragon, coming from his back down to his belly, one toward his neck
or mane, and the other toward his loins and hinderparts. This far Strabo.

Whereunto we may add the description of other parts out of Oppianus, Pliny, and
Solinus. His colour like rinde or bark of a box-tree (which doth not differ much from an
elephant) and on his forehead there grow haires which seem a little red, and his back is
distinguished with certain purple spots upon a yellow ground. The skin is so firme and
hard, that no dart is able to pierce it

[1607: 596; 1658: 463]

and upon it appear many divisions, like the shels of a tortoise set over the skales, having
no hair upon the back. In like manner, the legs are scaled down to the hooves, which are
parted into four distinct clawes; upon his nose there growth a hard and sharp horn,
crooking a little towards the crown of his head, but not so high, flat and not round, so
sharp and strong, ‘Ut quicquid impetiret,

[1607: 597; 1658: 463]

aut ventilet, aut perforet, & ferum etiam & saxa transigat’, faith Oppianus and Aelianus,
that is, whatsoever it is set to, either it casteth it up into the air, or else boreth it through
though it be iron or stones.

Eucherius saith, that the Rhinocerot hath two horns in his nose, but that is utterly false, as
you may see in the picture. Although Martial seem to expresse so much in these verses:
Namg; gravem cornu gemino sic extulit ursum,
Jactat ut impositas Taurus in astra pilas.
The Rhinocerot cast up a bear into the air, even as a bull would do a ball which were laid
upon his two horns: we shall not need to apply ‘gemino cornu’ to the bull, as Politianus
doth, but rather take it figuratively for a strong horn; and if it must needs be literal, it is
apparent by the picture that there is another little horn, not upon the nose, but upon the
wither of the beast, | mean the top of his shoulders next to his neck, so that the error of
Eucherius lyeth not in the number, but in the place; and that it may appear that this horn
is not a faigned thing, pausanias above two thousand year ago writeth thus 'Rhinoceroti in
summo naso cornu singulare est, & aliud supra ipsum non magnum in capite nullum.’

I do marvel how it came to passe that men which can mock and deride others cunningly
should be called proverbially Nasuti homines, except the proverb were taken from the
Rhinocerot, who by reason of his crooked horn is said to have a crooked nose; for indeed
a deformed nose is more subject to derision then any other part or member of the body,
which caused Martial to write thus:

Majores nunquam rhonchi: juvenesq; senesd;

Et pueri nasum rhinocerotis habent.
And thereupon Horace also faith thus:

----- Naso suspendis adunco.

Oppianus faith, that there was never yet any distinction of sexes in these Rhinocerotes:
for all that ever were found were males and not females, but from hence let nobody
gather that there are no females, for it were impossible that the breed should continue
without females, and therefore Pliny and Solinus say, that they engender or admit



copulation like elephants, camels, and lions.

When they are to fight they whet their horn upon a stone, and there is not only a
discord betwixt these beasts and elephants for their food, but a naturall description and
emnity, for it is confidently affirmed, that when the Rhinocerot which was at Lisborne
was brought into the presence of an elephant, the elephant ran away from him. How and
in what place he overcometh the elephant, we have shewed already in his story, namely
how he fasteneth this horn in the soft part of the elephants belly. He is taken by the same
means that the Unicorn is taken, for it is said by Albertus, Isidorus, and Alunnus, that
above all other creatures they love virgins, and that unto them they will come be they
never so wilde, and fall asleep before them, so being asleep, they are easily taken and
carried away.

All the later Physitians do attribute the virtue of the Unicorns horn to the
Rhinocerots horn, but they are deceived by imitation of Isidorus and Albertus: for there is
none of the antient Grecians that have ever observed any medicines in the Rhinocerot.
The Indians make bottles of their skins, wherein they put their Lycion, or succum
medicatum, and therefore I will conclude this story with the riddle of Franciscus Niger,
made upon the excellency of the horn that groweth upon the nose

Dio mihi quae superis sint acceptissima dona
Whereupon the answer is made in the next verse

Principium nasi Rhinocerotis amant.
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. $04 The Hiflorie of Foure-footed Beafts. | ' ‘ Of theRbinaceros. 505
OF THE RHINOCEROS.

E are nowto difcourfe of the fecond wonder in nature, namely of
beaftcuery way admirable, both for the outward fhape, quantity, ang
gre.tucfle, andalfo for the inward courage, difpofition, and mildneg,
For asthe Elephant was thefirft wonder,of whom we haue alréady gir.
courfed, fothisbeaft next vitothe Elephant filleth vpthe number, e,
‘ ing cucry way asadmirable as he, if he dec not exceede him,excepriy 5,
g quantity of height of faturesAnd being now cometo the ftory of this beafl, I am hagj) |
forry, that foftrange an outiide, as by the figure you may perceiue, yealding nodoyb,
through the omnipotent power ofthe creator, ananfwerableinfide,and infinice teflimg. |
nies of worthy and memorablevertues comprized init, fhould' through theignopaee |
of men, lyevnfoulded and obfcuredbefore the Readers eyes : for he that thall bue fecoyg
ftories of the Apcs, of the Dogs, ofthe Mice, & of other fmall beafts,and confiderhon
fargatreatifewe haue colle@cd togecher out of many writers, forthe illuftrationofeheie
E! natures and vulgar conditions , he cannet chufebue expect fome rare and firange mae.
ters, asmuch vaknowne to his minde about the florie ofthis Rhinoceros, as the ouwvagd
fhape and picturcof him, appeareth rare and! admirable to his eies: differing ineuory
partfromall other beafls, from the top of his nofe to thetip of! his taile, the eares and eies 0
excepted,which arclike Beares. But gentlcReaderasthouarea man, {othoumuft confi.
der fince Adam went out of Paradicesther was neuerany that wasable perfe@ly to deferibs
thevniuetfall conditionsof all fores of beafts, and it hath binthe counfell ofthealmis
himfelfe, for the inftruction of man, concerning hisfall and naturall weakenefle, sl
him from the knowledge of manry deuine things, and alfo bumane, which is ofbifds ad
beafts, Fifhesand foule, thatfo e might learne, the difference betwixe his generation, &
his degeneration,and confider how greataloffe vito him was his fall in Paradice; wholbo-
forethat time knewboth God himfelfe and al creatures,but {ince that time neither know-
eth God as he fhould know him, nor himfelfc as he fhall know i, nor the creaturesashes
didknow then.

But for my part which write the Englifh ftory , Iackmowledge that no man muftlosa
for that at my hands, which I baue not receiued from fome other : for I would bee vanil-
ling to writcany thing vatrue, or vcertaiie out of mincowne inwentien 3 and truthon

. AL

eucry partis fo dcarc vntomee, that L will net lic to bring any man inJoue and admiration

with God and his works, for God needethtior he liesof men:To conclude therfosathis. l ~\("’<«. "

Praface, as thebeaft is ftrangeand neuer {eencin our conntrey, fo my eye-fight cannot’ > ﬁ‘\\?{l}'
! addeany thing tothe defeription : therefore harken vito that which Ihaue obferuedon \ A
: of other writers. R

>

-  Firftofallthat there is fuch abeaft inthe world, beth Phiny, Solinus, Diodorws , Adlis- 40
Thaccheres us, Lampridius, and others, doe yeald erefrigable teftimony . Heliogabalus hadoneot

| wsche Rhino themat Rome. Pompeythe great,in his publike fpe&acles did likewife produceaRhino-
H oS cerot(as Semecawriteth )VWhen Auguftus rodetriumphing for Clespasra he brough: forth”
! tothe people afea-horfe ardaRhinoceror which wasthe firft time that euera Rhinceerot l
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was feenc atRome  as Ceelius writeth.y Antoninus Piusthe Emperor, did givemany giﬁ;s
vnto the people, amongft which werc both Tigersand Rhinocerots (Gaith fuliss Capitals-

; ausinbislifc. ) Martiallalfo celebrateth an excellent epigram of a Rhinoceror,whichin \
the prefence of Cefar Domitian did cafk vpa Bull intotheaire vvith his horne, 23 ifhebed |
bina tenyce ball, the epigram is this : 5 |

: O guamterribalii exarfis pronus in sram,
: Qnantus erar cormu,oui pila Tauyus erat .

Lafily to put it out of all queftion that there is fuch abeaft as this Rhinecerot, the picure
& figure here exprefled, was takenby Gefmer from the beaftalinear Lysbonin P@rﬁgg& @é
gfor




+ anid feae-
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The Hiflorie of Fourefooted Beafis.

wime(ls, both hMarchants and otherss {o that we haue the Teftimony bot
Juity and ofthe prefentage, for the Teftimony of the forme and fathion ole:i
Wi that it is not the inuention of man, butaworke of Ged in nature, et creas Zj
2bginningofthe World, and euer fiace continued to this prefent day. ;
ine e name of this beaft, the Graecians becaufe of the horne in hisNof,
c:l i fhieceros, thatis a Nofe-horned-beaft,and the Latins alfo haue not altered ¢hsg
nueniion, foralthouglithere be many beaftes that hauc butonchorne, yetistherenope

! latone horncgrowing ou at their Nofe bue this alone; All thezefiduehaye
owing out at their forchcads. There be fome that halie taken this Rhingg. ¢
yas, tor the Monoceros the Vaicore, becaule of this one horne, bue they are deceiued, . ’
ing the geacrall for thefpeciall whichisa note of ignorance in thcrﬁ,and occaﬁor; of
ut vitoothers; yet it is better to takethe Rhinoceros for the Monaceros,becaufethere
shing inthe fpeciall whichis not contained in the generall,according to the maxime
of Lo gicke : Nibil eft qui [pecie, quod mon. prius fust in genere: And vet thatisalfo abfixd,
confidering that Monaceresisnot onely aword of generzhicy for all one-horned beafles,
butof particularity aname for the icorne, whereby isment the sndian-Afle; aswe ﬂﬂﬁ
fhew in the ftory of the Paicorsc. ’ )

This beatin the Hxbrewis thoughttobe called Reems,or and Karas,andthere.
fore Munfter fo tranflateth it. Dentro. 33 . Tanri decor esus coraua Rhinocerotss, éopnmse-
iusin eis ventilabit nationes ad [ummnm v g terre . His beauty is like the beauty ofa Bull, 20
and his hornes like the hornes of a Rhinacerot , withthe which he (hall winnow the miion;
to the tops of the hils.

And Tersullian writing againft the heretique Praxeas, doth fotranflateic. Ifaman
comparetogether the Greeke word Rhinoceros and Reem, and Kiras, or Rimwaand Ky,
hee will eafily thinke chat either the Gracians haue ioyned together the two Herbren
wordes, as Rhinoceros qu.fi Reem Kirasy or Rimma Karas, ox clfethc Hebrewes hauepas-
ted alumder the Greeke word, for Rees and Rimina may very well come of Rhino, and s
7.5 of Keres, yetheerein Tleaue the Readers to their owne indgment: The Zidians cal this
beaftintherr tongue, Scandabenamet, as Feftws writeth, butwee will leaue the nameand
come to the defcription ofit.

Inquantity itis not much bigger then an Orix : pliny makethitequallinlengthtona

30
Elephant,and fome make it L)ng:ér thenan Elephant, butwithall they fay itis lowez,20d
hachfhorter Legges. Straboinhis 16. booke fpeaking of the Ezhigpran Region,neare
India, callech thetc Rhinscerers Aethiopian Buls,and faiththat they are bred onelyin thac
Country,andby the relation of dreemidorns he writcth thus : Owros demicron apoleyponss
ton eleplhatoon oivinokerotes ofper Artemideros phefi , epi [eivau,to mekei, kaiper eorahends
¢ an Alexandyia,alli [chedon ti ofoon tovp[ei apogeton aph'emoon oruthentos, e, The
v, The Rhinocerotes are exceeded by the Elephantes in length, butin hight they d-
miott equallthem, (as Artemsdorns faid ) he fawby one thatwas at Alexandria,andthe co-
Loug thercofwas not like a Box.tree, but rather like an Elephantes, his quanity. greaist
a Bals, oras the greateft Byll, but his outward forme and proportion like 2 wilde
Boares, cipeciallye in his mouth , except that out of Ius Nofe groweth 2 horne, ha-
derthenany boneswhich he vlechin fiead of armes, euen asaBoare doth histeeths hee
hathalfo two girdles vpon his body like the wings ofa Dragon, comming from his backe
downe to his belly,onetoward hisnecke or mane, andthe other toward his loinesand
hinder parts . Thus far Serabs. -
~ Wihereunto we may adde thic defcription of other parts out of Oppianss, Plinysnd S
Linns. Fas colour like rinde or barke of 2 boxe-tree, (which doth not differ much from
anElephants and on his forehcad there grow haires which feemea litele red, and his back
i diftinguithed with cereaine purple fpots vpona yellow ground . Theskinaeis fofirme
and hard, thatno Dareis ableto pierce it, and vppon itappeare many deuifions, like the
{helies of a Tort sife fer oner with skales, having no hairevppon the backe . Inlike mat-
ner, the Legs arefcaled downe to the hooues which are parted into foure diftinct clawes,
voonhisnofe theirgrowetha hard and fharp horne, crooking a little towards the crowné
of his Licad, but not {o high: flatand not round, fo fharp and ftrong, 72 quicguid grapesie-
76t

Of the Rhbinocerot.

it vesilet s 8t P{’met:é‘ﬁm{m etiom & Jasa tranfigat :faith Oppiairis & Aelianus
dhavis,whatfoeuer it is fetto, citherit cafethit vp into theaire, or cife Lorethic through
soughit be Ironor flones.

pacheriusfaich thatthe Rbinorerot hath two hornesin his nofe, but that is veeerly falfe,
25 joumay fec by che picture: Although Marziall feeme to expreffe fo much in thefe ver-
fos Namd, grasem corny gemino fic extulis vr fum

TacFat vt impafitas Taurus in aftrapilas.

The Rhinacerot caft vp aBearento theaire,cuen as a Bull would do aball which werclayd

wnonhis two horncs :we fhall not needeto apply Gemsnocorsutothe Bull,as Politiunas
¥ ioth, but rather takeir figuratiucly for aftrong horne, andifit muftneedsbe liccerall, it
isapparant by the pi@ure that thercis another littde horne, not vpon the nofe, but vppon
dewither of thebeaft, Imeanc thetop of his fnoulder next o his necke, fo that the crror
of Eeeherinslyeth notinthe number, butintheplace, andthatit may appeare that this
horneis nota fained thing, Paufaninsabouc two thoufand yeare ago writeth thus; Rhino-
cerotiin fummo na [ocornu fingulare et , & alind (upraipfum non maguum incapite mullum.
1domaruailchowitcamero paffe chat men which can mocke and deride others cunning.-

\yihould be called prouerbially A7:futi homines, except the proucrbe weretaken fromthe

Rineeros, who by reafen of his crooked ke is faid to hauea crooked nofes tor indeede

2 deformed nofe is more fubie( to derifion then any other part or member ofthebody,

which caufed Margialltowrite thus :

Maiores nunquams rhonchi invene[f, fenef. %>

E# puzri nafuum Rhinocerotis habent. i
Andthercupon Horace alfo faith thus =

Nafo fufpendis adunco.

qppianss faith 7hat chere was neuer yec any deftin@ion of fexes in thefe Rbimocerotes : for

it eucr were found were males and no females, but from hencelet no body gather

tharthere are no females, forit were impoffible that the breede fhould continue without
ferales, and therfore Plminsand Solinas fay thatthey en gender oradmit copulation like

3 Flephants, Camels, and Lyons. '

Whenthey are to fight they whettheir hornevpona flone, and there is not onlya dif-
cordbetwixt thefebeatts and Elephants for thieir food, buranaturall defeription anden-
mity:forit is confidently affirmed, that when the Rhinoceror whichwasat L fborne,was

| bought intothe prefenceofan Elephant, the Elephant ranaway from him. How and
inwhatplace he ouercommeth the Elephant we haue fhewed already in his ftory,name-
Iy.how he fafineth his horneinthe foft part of the Elephantes belly. Heeistaken by the
fimemeanes that the icerse is taken, for it isfaid by Albertus, Ifidorus, and Alunsis,
thataboue all other creatures theyloucVirgins, andthat vatothem they will come be
theyneucr fo wilde, and falla fleepe before them, fobeing aflcepe they arecafily taken

. and carried away.

g Allthelater Phyfitians doattributethe vertue ofthe Pmicorns home to the Rhinoceross
hort, but they arc deceiucd by imitation of Zffderss and Albertus : forthereisnonc of the
aincient Gracians that haueeuer obferued any medicinesin the Rhinoceror. Theladians
icke bottels of their skins whercin they pur their Zycion,or fuccum medicatam,and there-
fore I wil conclude this ftory;with the riddleof Frawncifeus niger madevpon the excellens
cyofthe horne that groweth vpon the nofe.

Dicmihi qua fuperis fimt aceeptiffima dona,
Whereuntothe anfiwer is madein the next verfe:
Pringipism mafi Rhiocer otis aman.
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